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CXE NIGHT. 
— 5 [ R, the Grand Viſier Giafar con- 


M \ tinuing his Diſcourſe to the Calif 
N Haroun Alraſchid, proceeded thus. 
2 9 Schemſcddin Mohammed ſet out for 
ä Damaſcus with his Daughter, the 
beautitul Lady, and Agib his Grand- child. They 
travelld Nineteen Days without ſtopping any 
where; but on the Twentieth, arriving in a very 
pleaſant Mead, at a ſmall diſtance from the Gate 
of Damaſcus, they ſtop'd there, and pitch'd their 
Tents upon the Banks of a River that runs thro? 
the Town, and gives a very agreeable Proſpect to 
its Neighbourhood. | 
The Viſier Schemſeddin Mohammed declar'd 
he would ſtay in that pleaſant Place two 
Days, and purſue his Journey on the third, 


In the mean time he gave Leave to his Re- 


tinue to go to Damaſcus: And almolt all of 
em made uſe of it; ſome, influenc'd by a Cu- 
i rioſity 
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rioſity to ſee a City they had heard ſo much of, 
and others by the Opportunity of vending there 
the Egyptian Goods they had brought with them, 
or buying Stuffs, and the Rarities of the Country, 
The Beautiful Lady defiring her Son A4giv might 
ſhare in the ſati faction of viewing the celebrated 
City, order'd the black Eunuch, that acted in 
the Quality of his Governor, to conduct him 
thither, and take care he came to no Harm. 
Azib, in magnificent Apparel, went along 
with the Eunuch, who had a large Cane in his 
Hand. They had no ſooner entred the City than 
Agib, fair and glorious as the Day, attracted the 


Eyes of the People. Some got out of their 


Houſes to gain a nearer. and narrower View of 


him; others put their Heads out at the Win- 


dows, and thoſe who paſs'd along the Streers, 
were not ſatisfied in ſtopping to look upon him; 
but kept pace with him, to prolong the Plea- 
ſure of the agreeable ſight: In fine, there Was 
no body that did not admire him, and bequeath 
a thouſand Benedictions to the Father and the 
Mother that had given Being to ſo fine a Child. 
By chance the Such and he paſled by a 
Shop where Bedreddin Huſſan was, and there 
the Croud was ſo great that they were forc'd 
to halt. | 

The Paſtry-Cook, that had adopted Bed- 


reddin Haſſan, had died ſome Years before, 


and left him his Shop and all his Eſtate. So 
Bedreddin became Maſter of the Shop, and 
manag'd the Paſtry-Trade ſo dextrouſly, that 
he gain'd great Reputation in Damaſcus. Bed- 
reddin ſeeing ſo great a Croud before his 
Door, that were gazing ſo attentively upon 
Agib and the black Eunuch, ſtep'd out to ſee 
'em himſelf. 1 


1 his 
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This ſaid, Scheherazade perceiv'd it was Day, 
and fo was ſilent: Upon which Schabriar roſe, 
impatient to know what ſhould paſs between 
Azib and Bedreddin. Towards the end of the 
next Night, the Sultaneſs ſatisfied his Impatience, 
in reſuming the Story as follows... 


CxII. NIGHT. ; 


) Eareddin Haſſan, continued the Viſier Ei- N 
af ar, having caſt his Eyes particularly up- 47 
on Agib, preſently found himſelf moved, he 1; 
kneW not how, nor what for. He was not 
truck like the People with the ſhining Beau- 
iy of the Boy ; 'twas another Cauſe unknown 
o him, that gave Riſe to the Trouble and 
Commotion he was in. Twas the Spring and 
Force of the Blood that worked in this ten- 
der Father, who laying aſide all Buſineſs, 
made up to Aziv, and with an engaging Air 
faid to him: My little Lord, who has won my 
Soul, be ſo kind as to come into my Shop, 
and eat a Bir of ſuch Fare as I have; that 1 
during that time I may have the pleaſure of l 
admiring you at my Eaſe. Theſe Words he e 
pronounc'd with ſuch Tenderneſs, that Tears b 
trickled from his Eyes. Little Agib was mov'd 1 
when he ſaw it, and turning to the Eunuch, F 
« This honeſt Man (ſays he) has a Face that 
c pleaſes me; he ſpeaks in ſuch an affectio- 
«© nate manner, that I can't avoid complying 
« with what he asks: Let's ſtep into his 
& Houſe, and taſte his Paſtry.” © Ay, in my 
c troth, (replied the Slave) *twould be a fine 
« thing to ſee the Son of a Viſier, like you, go 
« into a Paſtry-ſhop to eat; do not you ima- 
« gine that T1] ſuffer any ſuch thing.” _ 
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ec las! My little Lord, (cried Bedreddin) tis a 
cc flaming Piece of Cruelty, to truſt your Con- 
cc duct in the Hands of a Perſon that treats 
« you fo harſhly.” Then applying himſelf to 
the Eunuch, «© My good Friend, (continued he) 
« pray do not hinder this young Lord to grant 
ec me the Favour I ask; do not put that Piece 
« of Mortification upon me: Rather do me the 
c Honour to walk in along with him, and by 
& ſo doing you'll give the World to know, 


« that, tho your Outſide is brown like a Cheſ- 


cc nut, your Infide is as white as his: Do you 
cc know. (continued he) that I am Maſter of 
e the Secret to make you white, inſtead of 
ce being black as you are?” This ſer the Eunuch 
a laughing, and then he asked Bedreddin what 
that Secret was? Tl tell you, replied Bedreddin; 
and ſo he repeated ſome Verſes in praiſe of 
black Eunuchs, implying, that 'twas by their 
Miniſtry that the Honour of Princes, and of 
all great Men, was inſured. The Eunuch was 
ſo charmed with theſe Verſes, that, without 
farther heſitation, he ſuffered Agib to go into 
the Shop, and went in with him himſelf. 
Bedreddin Haſſan was overjoyed, in having 
obtain'd what he had ſo paſhonately deſired, 
and falling about the Work he had thus diſ- 
continued, I was a making, ſaid he, Cream- 
Tarts; and you muſt, with ſubmiſſion, eat 4 
em: I'm perſuaded youll find them very good; 
for my own Mother, who makes them incom- 
parably well, taught me to make em, and the 
People ſend to buy them of me from all Quar- 
zers of the Town. This ſaid, he took a Cream- 
Tart out of the Oven, and after ſtrewing up- 
on it ſome Pomegranate-Kernels and Sugar, 
let it before Agib, who found it very delicious, 
| SIE Another 
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Another was ſerved up to the Eunuch, and he 
gave the ſame Judgment. 
While they were both eating, Bedreddin Haſ- 
ſan minded Agib very attentively ; and after 
looking upon him again and again, it came into 


his Mind, that, for any thing he knew, he might 


have fuch a Son by his charming Wife, from 
whom he had been ſo ſoon and fo cruelly ſe— 
parated; and the very Thought drew Tears from 
his Eyes. He was a thinking to have put ſome 
Queſtions to little Agib about his Journey to 
Damaſcus; but the Child had no time to gratify 
his Curiofity, for that the Eunuch, preſſing him 
to return to his Grand-father's Tents, took 
him away as ſoon as he had done eating. Bed- 


reddin Haſſan, not contented with looking after 


him, ſhut up his Shop immediately, and went 

afrer him. 
When Scheherazade came to this Period, ſhe 

perceived Day, and diſcontinued her Story. 


Then Schahriar roſe, reſolving to hear the Story 


out, and to ſuffer the Sultaneſs to live till ſhe had 
made an end of it. 


Cxill. NIGHT. 
NEXT Morning, before Day-Break, Dj- 


#arzZade awak'd her Siſter, who went on 


as follows. Bedreddin Haſſan, continued the 


Vier Giafar, run. after Asib and the Eunuch, 
and overtook them before they were got to 


the Gate of the City. The Eunuch, perceiv- 


ing he followed them, was extremely ſur- 
prized; Jou impertinent Fellow, you, ſaid he, 
with an angry Tone, What do you want? My 
dear Friend, replied Bedreddin, do not you 
trouble your ſelf: ] have à little buſineſs out of 

| Town, 
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Town, that's juſt come into my Head, and I muft 


needs go and look after it. However, this An- 
{wer did not at all appeaſe the Eunuch, who, 
turning to Agib, ſaid, This is all along of you, I 
foreſaw I ſhould repens of my Complaiſance ;, you 
Would needs go into the Man's Shop; it was 
not wiſely done in ine to give you leave. Per- 
haps, replied Agib, he has real buſineſs out of Town , 
and the Road is free to everybody. While this paſ- 
ſed, they kept walking together, withour look- 
ing behind them, till they came near the Viſier's 
Tents, upon which they turned about to ſee it 
Bedreddin followed them. Agib, percciving he 
was within two Paces of him, reddened and 


whitened alternately, according to the divers 
Motions that affected him. He was afraid the 


Grand Viſier, his Grand-father, ſhould come 
to know he had been in the Paſtry-Shop; and 
had eat there. In this dread, he took up a 
pretty big Stone that lay at his Foot, and 
throwing it at Bedreddin Haſſan, hit him in 
the Forehead, which gave him ſuch a Wound, 
that his Face was cover'd with Blood. Then 
he rook up his Heels, and run under the Eu- 
nuch's Tents. The Eunuch gave Bedreddin 
to underſtand, he had no reaſon ro complain of 


a Miſchance, that he had merited and brought 


upon himſelf. 

Bedreddin turned towards the City, ſtanch- 
ing the Blood of this Wound with his Apron, 
which he had not 


he within himſelf, for leaving my Houſe, 10 
tale ſo much pains upon this Brat; for doubt- 
leſs he would never have uſed me after this 
manner, if he had not thought, I had had ſome 
fatal Deſign againſt him. When he got home, 
he had his Wound dreſſed, and . 

ENIE. 


put off: I was a Fool, ſaid 
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ſenſe of his Miſchance, by the Reflection that 
there was an infinite Number of People upon the 
Earth, that were yet more unfortunate than he. 
Day Fe in, obliged the Sultaneſs to Silence, 
and Schahriar got up pitying Bedreddin, and 
impatient to know the Sequel of the Story. 


CXIV. NIGHT. 


TOWards the Clofe of the enſuing Night, 

Scheherazade, addreſſing herſelf ro the Sul- 
tan of the Indies, purſued her Story as follows. 
Sir, the Grand Viſier Giafar, continuing the 
Story of Bedreddin Haſſan, Bedreddin, ſaid he, 


Uncle Schemſeddin Mohammed went from thence 
three Days after his Arrival He went by way 
of Emaus, Hamah, and Halep; then croſfed the 
 Enphrates, and after paſſing thro' Mardin, Mouſ= 
' foul, Sengiar, Diarbeker, and ſeveral other Towns, 
arrived at laſt at Balſora; and immediately 
after his Arrival deſired Audience of the Sul- 
tan, who was no ſooner informed of Schem- 
ſeddin's Quality, than he gave him Audience, 
received him very favourably, and asked him 
the Occaſion of his Journey to Balſora ; Sir, 
replied the Viſier Schemſeddin Mohammed, I 
come to know what is become of the Son of 
Noureddin Ali, my Brother, who has had the 
Honour to ſerve Your Majeſty. Noureddin 
Ali, faid the Sultan, has been dead a long 
while; as for his Son, all JI can tell you of 
him, is, that he diſappeared all on a ſudden, 
about two Months after his Father's Death, 
and no body has ſeen him ſince, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Enquiry I ordered to be made. 


Bur 


kept on the Paſtry-Trade at Damaſcus, and his 
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needs go and look after it. However, this An- 
{wer did not at all appeaſe the Eunuch, _ 
turning to Agib, ſaid, This is all along of you, I 

foreſaw, 1 ſhould repens of my Conplaiſ. ance; you 

Would needs go into the Man's Shop. ; it was 
not wiſely done in me to give you leave. Per- 
haps, replied Agib, he has real buſizeſs out of Tow ; 

and the Road is free to every body. While this pal. 
ſed, they kept walking 0 e without look- 
ing behind them, till they came near the Viſier's 
Tents, upon which they turned about to ſee it 
Beadredain followed them. Agib, perceiving he 
was within two Paces of him, reddened and 
whitened alternately, according to the divers 
Motions that affected him. He was afraid the 
Grand Viſiter, his Grand-father, ſhould come 
to know he had been in the Paſtry-Shop, and 
had eat there. In this dread, he took up a 
pretty big Stone that lay at his Foot, and 
throwing it at Beareddin Haſſan, hit him in 
the Forehead, which gave him ſuch a Wound, 
that his Face was cover'd with Blood. Then 
he rook up his Heels, and run under the Eu- 
nuch's Tents. The Eunuch gave Bedreddin 
to underſtand, he had no reaſon ro complain of 


a Miſchance, that he had merited and brought 


upon himſelf. 

Bedreddin turned towards the City, ſtanch- 
ing the Blood of this Wound with his Apron, 
which he had nor put off: I was a Fool, ſaid 
he within himſelf, for /eaving my Houſe, 2 
tale ſo much pains upon this Brat; for doubt- 
les he would never have ufed me after this 
manner, if he had not thought, I had had ſome 
fatal Deſign againſt him. When he got home, 


he had his Wound dreſſed, and ſoftned the 
ſenſe 


ing all the Enquiry I ordered to be made. 
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ſenſe of his Miſchance, by the Reflection that 
there was an infinite Number of People upon the 
Earth, that were yet more unfortunate than he. 
Day peeping in, obliged the Sultanels to Silence, 
and Schabriar got up pitying Bedredain, and 
impatient to know the Sequel of the Story. 


CXIV. NIG HI. 


Towards the Clofe of the enſuing Night, 

Scheheraxade, addreſſing herſelf to the Sul- 
tan of the Indies, purſued her Story as follows. 
Sir, tbe Grand Viſier Giafar, continuing the 
Story of Beadreddin Haſſan, Bedreddin, ſaid he, 
kept on the Paſtry-Trade at Damaſcus, and his 
Uncle Schemſeddin Mohammed went from thence 
three Days after his Arrival He went by way 
of Emaus, Hamah, and Halep; then croſfed the 
Euphrates, and after paſſing thro Mardin, Mouſ= 


' foul, Sengiar, Diarbeker, and ſeveral other Towns, 


arrived at laſt at Balſora; and immediately 
after his Arrival deſired Audience of the Sul- 
tan, who was no ſooner informed of Schem- 


| /eddin's Quality, than he gave him Audience, 


received him very favourably, and asked him 
the Occaſion of his Journey to Balſora; Sir, 
replied the Viſier Schemſeddin Mohammed, I 
come to know what is become of the Son of 
Noureddin Ali, my Brother, who has had the 
Honour to ſerve Your Majeſty. Noureddin 
Ali, (aid the Sultan, has been dead a long 
while; as for his Son, ail I can tell you of 


him, is, that he diſappeared all on a ſudden, 
about two Months after his Father's Death, 


and no body has ſeen him ſince, notwithſtand- 


But 
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But his Mother, «cho is a Daughter of one of 
my Viſiers, is ſtill alive. Schemſeddin Moham- 
med deſired leave of the Sultan to ſee her, and 
Carry her to Egypt; and having obtained his 
Requeſt, without tarrying till the next Day for 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing her, enquired after her 
place of Abode, and that very Hour went to her 
Houſe, accompanied with his Daughter and his 
Grand-ſon. 5 

The Widow of Noureddin Ali, lived ſtill in 
the ſame Place, where her Husband had lived. 
T was a fine ſtately Houſe, adorned with Mar- 
ble Pillars: But Schem ſeddin did not ſtop to view 
it. At his Entry, he kiſſed the Gate, and the 
Piece of Marble upon which his Brother's Name 
was written in Letters of Gold. He asked to 
ſpeak with his Siſter-in-law, and was told by her 

ervants, that ſhe was in a ſmall Edifice of the 
Form of a Dome, which they ſhewed to him, 
in the middle of a very ſpacious Court. The 
Matter was, this tender Mother uſed to ſpend 


the greateſt part of Day and Night in that Room, 
which ſhe had built for a Repreſentation of the 


Tomb of Bedreddin Haſſan, whom ſhe rook to 
be dead after ſo long Abſence. Ar that very 
Minute ſhe pouring Tears over the Thoughts of 


that dear Child, and Schemſeddin Mohammed 
entring, found her buried in the laſt Affliction. 


He madg his Compliment, and after beſeech- 
ing her to ſuſpend her Tears and Groans, gave 
her to know he had the Honour to be her 
Brother-in-law, and acquainted her with the 
Reaſon of his Journey from Cairo to Balſora. 

Theſe Words were no ſooner ſpoken, than 
Scheherazade drop'd her Story upon the Ap- 
proach of Day; but reſumed the Thread of it 
next Night in the following manner. oy 
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CXV. NIGHT. 


CO Chemſeddin Mohammed, continued the Vi- 

ſier Giafar, after acquainting his Siſter- in- 
Law with all that paſſed at Cairo on his Daugh- 
ter's Wedding-Night, after informing her of the 


Surprizal occaſioned by the Diſcovery of the 


Paper ſew'd up in Bedreddin's Turban, preſented 
:0 her Agib and the beautiful Lady. 
The Widow of Noureddin Ali, who had ſti! 
continued fitting like a Woman moped, and 
weaned from the Affairs of this World, no ſoon- 
er underſtood by his Diſcourſe that her dear 
Son, whom ſhe lamented fo bitterly, might ſtill 
be alive, than ſhe aroſe, and with repeated Hugs 
embraced the beautiful Lady, and her Grand-child 
Agib; and, perceiving in the Youth the Features 
of Beadreddin, ſhed Tears of a quite different 


Stamp from what ſhe had been fo long accuſ- 


tomed to ſhed, She could not forbear kiſſing 
the Youth, who, for his part received her Em- 
braces with all the Demonſtrations of Joy he 
was Capable of. Madam, ſaid Schemſeddin Mo- 
hammed, it is time to wipe off your Tears, and 
ceaſe your Groans; you muſt think of going along 
with ws to Egypt. The Sultan of Balſora gives 
me leave to carry you thither, and I do not doubt 


but you'll agree to it. I am hopeful we ſhall 


at laſt find out your Son my Nephew; and if 
that comes to paſs, the Hiſtory of him, of you, 
of my Daughter, and that of my own Adven- 
tures, will deſerve to be committed to Writing, aud 
ſo tranſmitted to Poſterity, 

The Widow of Noureddin Ali heard this 
Propoſal with pleaſure, and from that very 
Minute order'd the Preparations to be made 


140 ARABIAN NIGHTS 


for her Departure. While that was a doing, 
Schemſeddin Mohammed deſir'd a ſecond Au- 
dience ; and after taking leave of the Sultan, 
who uſed him with ample Marks of Reſpect, 
and gave him a conliderable Preſ-nt for him- 


ielf, and another of great Value for the Sultan 


of Egypt, ſet out from Balſora for the City of 
Damaſcus. 5 7 

When he arrived in the Neighbourhood of 
Damaſcus, he order'd his Tents to be pitched 
without the Gate, at which he deſigned to en- 
ter the City; and gave out he would tarry there 


three Days, to give his Equipage reſt, and 


buy up the beſt Curioſities he could meet with, 


and ſuch as were worthy of being preſented to 
the Sultan of Egypt. 


While he was employed in looking upon and 


penn out the fineſt Stuffs, that the principal 


Merchants had brought to his Tents, Agib 
begg'd the black Eunuch his Governor to carry 
him thro the City, in order to ſee what he had 


not leiſure to view as he paſſed before; and to 


know what was become of the Paſtry-Cook 
that he had wounded with a Stone. The Eunuch, 
complying with his Requeſt, went along with 
him towards the. City, after leave obtained of 
the beautiful Lady his Mother. 

They entered Damaſius by the Paradiſe- 
Gate, which Jay next to the Tents of the 
Viſier Schemſeddin Mohammed, They walked 


* That ts, of the Ca- thro the great Squares and 


liffs that reigned after the publick Places where 
the four firſt Succeſſors the richeſt Goods were 
of Mahomet, and-were ſold, and took 2 View 
„0 named from 046 of of the antient Moſque of 
their Anceſtors, wnoje the * Ommiade, at the 
Name was Ommiam. Hour of Prayer, between 


Noon 
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* Noon and Sun-ſet. At- * This Prayer is al 
ter that they had paſſed by wars , two Hours 
the Shop of Bedreddin and a half before Sun- 
Haſſan, whom they found /*t- 
ſill employed in making Cream-Tarts; T ſalute 
you, Sir, ſays Agib, Do you mind me? Do you re- 
member you ever ſaw me before? Bedreddin, 
hearing theſe words, caſt his Eyes upon him, 
and knowing him, (Oh the ſurprizing effect of 
paternal Love!) found the ſame emotion with- 
in himſelf, as when he ſaw him firſt of all; he 
was confuſed upon the matter, and inſtead of 
making an Anſwer, continued a long time with- 
Out uttering one word. But, after all, recalling 
his Wits, My little Lord, ſaid he, be ſo kind as to 
come once more with your Governor into my Houſe, 
and taſte a Cream-Tart. I beg your Lordjhip's 
pardon, for the Trouble I gave you in following 
you out of Town; I was at that time not my 
ſelf, IT did not know what I did. You dragged me 
after you, and the Violence of the Pull was ſo 
ſoft, that I could not withſtand it. 
Scheherazade, obſerving the approaching Day, 


ſtopt here; and the next Night reſumed her Diſ- 
courſe to the following Purpole : 


CXVE NIGHT. 


GIB, continued the Viſier Giafar, aſto- 
niſhed at what Bedreddin ſaid, replied thus: 
« There's an exceſs in the Kindneſs you ex- 
c« preſs, and unleſs you engage under Oath, 
ce not to follow me when 1 go from hence, I 
« will not enter into your Houſe. If you give 
c me your Promiſe, and prove a Man of your 
« word, Ill viſit you again to-morrow; Nc . 
| cc the 
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ce the Viſier, my Grandfather, is ſtill employed 
ce in buying up things for a Preſent to the Sul- 
% tan of Egypt. © My little Lord, (replied 
& Beareddin) PII do whatever you would have 
cc me to do.” This ſaid, Agib and the Eunuch 
went into the Shop. | 
Preſently after, Bedreddin ſet before them 2 
Cream-Tart, that was tull as good as what they 
had eat of when they ſaw him before; “ Come, 
« (ſays Agib, addreſſing himſelf to Bedreddin) ſit 
© down by me, and eat with us.” Bedreddin ſat 
down, and made offers to embrace Agib, as a 
_ Teſtimony of the Joy he conceived upon his 
fitting by him. Bur Agib ſhoved him off; de- 
firing him to. be eaſy, not to run his Friendihip 
too cloſe, and to content himſelf with ſeeing and 
entertaining him. Beareddin obeyed, and fell a 
ſinging a Song; the words of which he com- 
poſed off-hand, in praiſe of Agib: He did not 
eat, but made it his buſineſs to ſerve his Gueſts. 
When they had done eating, he brought them 
* The Mahometans Water to * waſh with, and 
having a Cuſtom of à very white Napkin to 
acaſbing their Hands Wipe their hands. Then 
foe times a day, when he filled a large China Cup 
they go to Prayers, they with Sherbet, and put 
reckon they hade no oc- + Snow into it; and offer- 
caſſon to waſh before ing to Azib, © This (ſaid 
eating, but they always e he) is Sherbet of Roſes ; 
waſh after eating, be- ce and the pleaſanteſt you'll 
my they eat auithout © meet with all the Town 
OY AF. ce . 
Tio inline . ns Lam fire you 
irg ei. denn” Agi having drunk of it 
N with pleaſure, Bedredain 
Haſſan took the Cup from him, and preſented it 
to the Eunuch, who drank it all off at one pull. 


In 
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In fine, Agib and his Governor, having fared 
well, returned thanks to the Paſtry-Cook for their 
e Entertainment, and moved homewards, it 
being then latiſh. When they arrived at the 
Tents of Schemſeddin Mohammed, they repaired 
immediately ro the Lady's Tenr. Agib's Grand- 
mother received him with Tranſports of Joy: 
Her Son Bedreddin run always in her mind, and 
in embracing Agib, the Remembrance of him 
drew Tears trom her Eyes. Ah, my Child! ſaid 
ſhe, my Foy would be perfect, 4 I had the plea- 
ſure of embracing your Father Bedreddin Haſlan, 
as I wow embrace you. Then, fitting down to 
ſupper, ſhe made Agib fit by her, and pur ſeve- 
ral Queſtions to him, relating to the Walk he had 
| been taking along with the Eunuch; and, com- 
> plaining of his ſorry Stomach, gave him a piece 
of Cream-Tart, which ſhe had made for her 
ſelf, and was indeed very good; for, I told you 
before, the could make them better than the 
beſt Paſtry- Cooks. She likewiſe gave ſome to 
the Eunuch; but both of them had eat ſo hearti- 
ly at Bedreddin's Houſe, that they could not taſte 

a bit. | 
Here approaching Day put a ſtop to Schem ſed- 
dirs Story for this Night; but towards the cloſe 


of the next, ſhe reſumed it in the following 
Terms. | 


CXVIL NIGHT, 


GIB no ſooner touched the piece of Cream- 

\ Tart, that had been ſet before him, than 
he pretended he did not * 9, Mahometans 
like it, and left it uncut; give this Name gene- 
and Schaban * (ſuch Was rally to the black Eu- 
the Eunuch's Name) did nuch. 


1 the 
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the ſame thing. The Widow of Noureddin Al. 
obſerved with regret, that her Grand- ſon did not 
like the Tart: hat! ſays ſhe, does my Child 
thus deſpiſe the Work of my Hands; be it known 
to you, uo one in the World can make ſuch Cream- 
Tarts, beſides my ſelf and your Father Bedreddin 
Haſſan, whom 1 myſelf taught to make them. 
My good Mother, replied Agib, give me leave to 
tell you, if you do not know how to make better, 
there's a Paſtry-Cook, in this Town, that goes be- 
hond you in that point. We were at his Shop but 
nocu, and eat of one that is much better than yours. 
This ſaid, the Grand-mother, frowning upon 
the Eunuch, How now ! Schaban, (ſaid ſhe) was 
the care of my Grand-child committed to you, to 
carry him to eat at Paſtry-ſhops, like a Beggar * 
Madam, replied the Eunuch, "ris true, we did ſtop a 
little while and talked with the Paſtry-Cook, but 
We did not eat with him. Pardon me, ſays Agib, 


we went into his Shop, and there eat a Cream- 


Tart. Upon this, the Lady, more incenſed a- 
gainſt the Eunuch than before, roſe in a paſſion 


from the Table, and running to the Tent ot | 


Schemſeddin Mohammed, informed him of the 
Eunuch's Crime; and that in ſuch terms, as tend- 
ed more to inflame the Viſier, than to diſpoſe 
him to excuſe it. 55 

Schemſedain Mohammed, who was naturally 
paſſionate, did not fail upon this occaſion to 
diſplay his Anger, He went forthwith to his 
Siſter-in-law's Tent, and making up to the 
Eunuch; What! ſays he, you pitiful Wretch, 
have you the Impudence to abuſe the Truſt 


J repoſe in jou? Schaban, though ſuffcient- 4 


ly convicted by Agib's Teſtimony, denied the 
act till. But the Child perſiſting in wu 
E 
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he had affirmed, Grazd-father, ſaid he, I can 
aſſure you wwe not only eat, but we eat both of us 
{o heartily, that we have no occaſion for Supper: 
Beſides, the Paſtry-Cook treated us alſo with 
2 grat Bowl of Sherbet. Well, cried Schemſeddin, 
turning to Schaban, after all this, will you con- 
tinue to deny that you entred the Paſtry-Cook's 
Houſe, and eat there ? Schaban had till the Im- 
pudence to ſwear it was not true. Then you're a 
Lyar, ſaid the Viſier, I believe my Grand. Child be- 
fore ] believe you : But after all, ſays he, if you 
can eat up this Cream-Tart that's upon the Table, 

T /hall be perſuaded you have Truth on your ſide. 
Tho' Schaban had crammed himſelf up to the 
Throat before, he agreed to ſtand that Teſt; 
and accordingly took a Piece of Tart; bur his 
Stomach riſing againſt it, he was obliged to ſpit 
it out of his Mouth. Yet he till purſued the 
. Lye, and pretended he had over-eat himſelf the 
Day before, ſo that his Stomach was not come 


to him. The Viſier, irritated with all the Eu- ul 
 _nuch's frivolous Pretences, and convinced of beth. 
bis Guilt, order'd him to lie flat upon the 1 
Ground, and to be ſoundly baſtinadoed. In! A 
undergoing this Puniſhment, the poor Wretch 0 Ak 
icreeked out prodigioully, and at laſt con- #10 
feſſed the Truth; I own, cries he, that he Wt 1 

did eat a Cream-Tart at the Paſtry-Cook's, M ö 

| ard that it was much better than that upon | nl i 
The Widow. of Noureddin Ali thought it e 
was our of ſpite to her, and with a Deſign to e 


mortify her, that Schaban commended the 
 Paſtry-Cook's Tart; and accordingly ſaid, I 
can't believe the Cook's Tarts are better than 
nine; I am reſolved to ſatisfy my ſelf upon 
| that Head. Mhere does he live? Go immedi- 

VOL. £V...--: G ately 
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ately and lu) me one of his Tarts, The Eunuch, 
having received of her what Money was ſuffi— 
cient for that Purchaſe, r-paired to Bedredadin's 
Shop, and addreſſed himſelf to Bedreddin, Good 
Mr. Paſtry-Cook, ſays he, take this Money here, 
and let me have one of your Cream Tarts, one 
of our Ladies wants to taſte of them. Bedreddin 
choſe one of the beſt, and gave it to the Eunuch ; 
Take this, ſays he, I'll engage tis an excellent 
one, and I can aſſure you that no Perſon is able to 
make the like, unleſs it be my Mother, who perhaps 
7s ſtill alive. | | | 
Schaban return'd ſpeedily to the Tents, and 
gave the Tart to Noureddin's Widow, and ſhe 
ſnatching it greedily, broke a Piece off; but no 
ſooner put it to her Mouth, than ſhe cried out 
and ſwooned away. Schemſeddin Mohammed, 
who was preſent, was extremely ſurprized at the 
Accident: He threw Water himſelf upon her 
Face, and was very active in ſuccouring her. As 
ſoon as ſhe came to her ſelf, My God! cricd ſhe, 


it muſt needs be my Son, my dear Bedreddin, thaw 


made this Tart. | 

Here Day-light interrupted Scheherazade; and 
the Indian Sultan got up to ſay his Prayers, and go to 
the Council. The next Night the Sultaneſs purſued 
the Story of Bedreddin Haſſan in the following 


Manner. 
CXVIII. NIGAI. 


* HEN the Viſer Schemſeddiu Mohan 
med heard his Siſter-in-la) ſay, tha: 


the Maker of the Tart, brought by the Eu-“ 


nuch, muſt needs be Bedreddin Haſſan, he 
was over-joyed; but reflecting that his Joy 
might prove groundleſs, and in all likelihood 
tas Conjecture of Nouredains Widow 5 

6 
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falſe, Madam, ſaid he, why are you of that mind? 
Do you think there may not be a Paſtry-Cook 
in the World, that knows how to make Cream 
Tarts as well as your Son? I own, replied ſhe, 
there may be Paſtry-Cooks that can make as good 
Tarts as he; but foraſmuch as T make them after 
a peculiar manner, and no body but my Son is let 
into the Secret, it muſt abſolutely be he that made 
this. Come, my Brother, added the in a Tranſport, 
let's call up Mirth and Joy; we have at laſt 
found what we have been ſo long looking for. 
Madam, ſaid the Viſier in anſwer, Jentreat you 
to moderate your Impatience, for we ſhall quickly 
know the bottom of it. All we have to do, is 76 
bring the Paſtry-Cook hither ; aud then you and 
my Daughter will readily diſtinguiſh whether tis 
Bedreddin or not. But you muſt both be hid, ſa 
as to have a View of Bedreddin while he can- 
not ſee you ; for I would not have our Interview 
and mutual Diſcovery laid at Damaſcus. My 
Deſign is to delay the Diſcovery till we return to 
Cairo, where I propoſe to regale you with very 
\| azrerable Diverſion. 
This ſaid; he left the Ladies in their Tent, and 
retired to his own ; where he called for fifty of 
his Men, and ſaid to them; © Take each of you 
« a Stick in your Hands, and follow Schaban, 
ce who will conduct you to a Paſtry-Cook's in this 
« City. When you arrive there, break and daſh 
ce in pieces all you find in the Shop: If he asks 
| © you why you commit that Diſorder, only ask 
„ him again if ic was not he that made the Cream 
„ Tart, that was brought from his Houſe. If 
6 he ſays, he is the Man, ſeize his Perſon, fetter 
e «„ him, and bring him along with you; but take 
„ care you do not beat him, nor do him the leaſt 
4 Harm. Go and loſe no Time.“ 
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The Viſier's Orders were immediately execu— 


ted. The Detachmen, conducted by the black 
Eunuch, went with expedition to Bearedain's 


Houſe, and broke in pieces the Plates, Kettles, 
Copper-Pans, Tables, and all the other Move- 
ables and Utenſils they met with, and drowned 
the Sherbet-Shop with Cream and Comfits. 
Bedreddin, aftonith'd at the fight, ſaid with a 
pitiful Tone, © Pray, good People, why do you 
« ſerve me ſo? What's the Matter? What have 
cc J done?” « Was it not you, (ſaid they) that 
« fold this Eunuch the Cream Tart?“ ©« Yes, 


<« (replied he) I am the Man: And who fays 


« any thing againſt it? 1 defy any one to make a 
ec better.“ Inſtead of giving him an Anſwer, 
they continued to break all round them, and 
the Oven it ſelf was not ſpared. 

In the mean time the Neighbours took the 


Alarm, and ſurprized to fee fifty armed Men 


commit ſuch a Diſorder, asked the Reaſon ot 
ſuch Violence; and Bedreddin ſaid once more 
to the Actors of it, © Pray tell me what Crime 
cc Jam guilty of, to have deſerved this Uſage? 
C Was it not you, (replied they) that made the 
« Cream-Tart you fold to the Eunuch ?” Yes, 
ce yes, it is 1, (replied he) I maintain it is a good 
cc one. I do not deſerve ſuch Uſage as you 
c give me.” However, without liſtening to 
him, they ſeized his Perſon, and, ſnatching 


the Cloth off his Turban, tied his Hanas with 


it behind his Back, and, after dragging him by 

force out of his Shop, marched off. 
The Mob gathering, and taking compaſ- 

ſion of Bedreddin, took his Part, and offered 


Oppoſition to Schemſeddin's Men; but that 


very Minute up came ſome Officers from the 
Governor of the City, who diiperſed the Peo- 
| Eo pie; 


TIE wi, 
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ple, and favoured the carrying off of Bedreddin; 
for Schemſeddin Mohammed had in the mean 
time gone to the Governor's Houſe, to acquaint 
him with what orders he had given, and to de- 
mand the Interpoſition of Force to favour the 
Execution; and the Governor, who commanded 
all Syria in the Name of the Sultan of Ezypz, 
was loth to refuſe any thing to his Maſter's Vi- 
fier. So Bedreddin was Carried off after all his 
Cries and Tears. 

Day appearing, Scheherazade could proceed no 
farther till next Morning, that ſhe went on as 
follows: 


CxIx. NIGHT; 


81 R, the Viſier Giafar continued his Relation 


to the Califf in this manner. It was needleſs 
for Bedreddin Haſſan to ask by the way, thoſe 
who carried him off, what Fault had been found 
with his Cream-Tart : They gave him no Anſwer. 
In ſhort, they carried him to the Tents, and made 
him ſtay there till Schemſeddiu Mohammed return» 
ed from the Governor of Damaſcus's Houſe. - 

Upon the Viſier's Return, Bedreddin Haſſan 
was brought before him. «© My Lord, (ſays 
c Bedredain with Tears in his Eyes) Pray do 
« me the Favour to et me know wherein I 
have diſpleaſed you.” © Why, you Wretch 
& you, (ſaid the Vitier) was it not you that 
«© made the Cream-Tart t you ſent me?” 4 1] 
« own TI am the Man, (replies Bedreddin) but 
© pray what Crime is hat 2” « will puniſh 


© you according to your Deſerts, (ſaid Scheme 


e ſeddin) it ſhall coſt you your Life, ſor ſend- 
de ing me ſuch a ſorry Tart.” << Good God ! 
5 © (cried Beareddin) what News is this! Is it 
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« a capital Crime to make a bad Cream-Tart? 


« Yes, (ſaid the Viſier) and you are to expect no 


& other Uſage from me.“ 
While this Interview laſted, the Ladies, who 
were hid, minded Bedreddin narrowly. and readi- 


ly knew him, nowithſtanding he had been fo 


long abſent. They were fo tranſported there- 
upon with joy, that. they ſwooned away ; and, 
when they recovercd, would fain have run up 
and fallen upon Bedreddin's Neck, but the Pro- 


miſe they had made to the Viſier of not diſcover- 


ing themſelves, reſtrained the render Motions of 
Love and of Nature. 


Schemſeddin Mohammed, having reſolved to ſet 


out that very Night, order d the Tentstobeſtruck, 


and the neceſſary Preparations to be made for his 


Journey. And as for Bedreadin, he order'd him 


to be clapp'd into a Cheſt or Box well locked, 
and laid on a Camel. When every thing was 


got ready, the Viſier and his Retinue begun their 


march, and travelled the reſt of that Night, and 


all the next day without ſtopping. In the Even- 
ing they halted, and Bedreddin was taken out of his 
Cage, in order to be ſerved with the neceſſary 
Refreſhments, but {till carefully kept at a diſtance 
from his Mother and his Wife; and during the 


whole Expedition, which laſted twenty days, was 


he ſerv'd in the ſame manner. 


When they arrived at Cairo, they encamped in 


the Neighbourhood of that place; and Schemſed- 
dim called for Bedreddin, gave orders, in bis Pre- 


ſence, to a Carpenter to ſee for ſome Wood with 


all expedition, and make a Stake. Heyda), ſays Bed- 
reddin, what do you mean to do with a Stake? 
hy, to nail you to it, replied Schemfeadin, and 
then to have you carried thro all the quarters 7 

{22 
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the Town, that the People may have the SpeFacle 


of a worthleſs Paſtry-Cook, who makes Cream- 
Tarts without Pepper. This ſaid, Beareddin cried 
out ſo comically, that Schemſedadin had enough 
to do to keep his Countenance : Good God, 
cried he, muſt I ſuffer a Death, as cruel as tis 
iznominious, for not putting Pepper in a Cream 
Tart? 

At this Period, Scheherazade ſtopt upon the 
Approach of Day: And Schabriar roſe, laugh- 
ing at Bedreddin's Fright, and curious to know 
the ſequel of the Story, which the Suitanels pur 
ſued next Night before day as follows: 


en. NIGHT. 


SIR. the Califf Haroun Alraſchid, notwith- 
ſtanding his Gravity, could not forbear laugh- 
ing, when the Viſier Giafar told him, that Schem- 


ſeddin Mohammed threatned to put to death Bed- 


reddin, for not putting Pepper into the Cream- 
Tart he had fold to Schaban. How, ſaid Bed- 
reddin, muſt T be rifled and have all my Goods in 
ny Houſe broken to pieces, muſt J be impriſon'd in 


a Cheſt, and at laſt nailed to a Stake, and all for 


ot putting Pepper in a Cream-Tart! Good God, 
who ever heard of ſuch a thing? Are theſe the 


Actious of Muſſuimen, of Perſons that make 4 


Profeſſion of Probity aud Fuſtic?, and pradtiſe all 
manner of good Mors? With thele words he 
ihed Tears, and then renewing his Complaint 
No, continued he, ue ver was Man uſed fo unjuſt= 
ly, nor ſo ſeverely. Is it poſſible they ſhould be 
capable of taking a Man's Life for not putting 
Pepper in a Cream-Tart ? Curſed be all Cream— 
Tarts, as well as the Hour in chic I was born ! 
Mould to God I had died that minute, 
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Diſconſolate Bedreddin did not ceaſe to ſpin 
out his Lamentations; and when the Stake was 
brought, and the Nails to nail him to it, he cried 
out bitterly at the horrid Sight. Heaven! ſaid 
he, can you ſuffer me to die an ignominious and 
painful Death? And all this, for what Crime 
"Tis not for Rol ber) or Murder, or renouncing my 
Religion; but for not putting Peppcr in a Cream- 
Tart. 

Night being then pretty far advanced, the Viſier 
Schemſeddin Mohammed ordered Bedreddin to 
be clap'd up again in his Cage, ſaying to him, 
Stay there till to-morrow; the Day ſhall not be 


ſpent before I give Orders for your Death. Then 


the Cheſt or Cage was carried away and laid up- 
on the Camel that had brought it from Damaſcus : 
At the ſame time, all the other Camels were 
loaded again; and the Viſier, mounting his 
Horſe, ordered the Camel that carried his Ne- 
phew to march before him, and ſo entred the 
City, with all his Equipage at his back. After 
paſting thro” ſeveral Streets, where no body ap- 
peared, every one being in bed, he arrived at his 


Houſe, where he ordered the Cheſt to be taken 


down, but not opened till farther Orders. 
While his Retinue were unloading the 
other Camels, he took Bedreddin's Mother 
and his Daughter aſide; and addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the latter: God be praiſed, ſaid he, 
my Child, for this happy Occaſion of meeting 


your Couſin and your Husband. You remem- 


ber to be ſure what Order your Chamber was 
in on your Wedding-Night: Go and put every 


thing in the ver) ſame Order they were then 


in; and in the mean time, if your Memory do 
not ſerve you, I can ſupply it by a written Ac- 
count, which I cauſed to be taken upon that Oc- 

caſion: 
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caſion : As for what elſe is to be done, I will take 
care of that. 

The beautiful Lady went joyfully about her 
Father's Orders; and he at the ſame time 
began to put the Things in the Hall in the 
ſame Order they were in when Beadreda:n Haſ- 
ſan was there with the Sultan of Egypt's Hunch- 
back'd Groom. As he went over his Manuſcript, 
his Domeſticks placed every Moveable accord- 
ingly. The Torone was not forgot, nor yet the 
lighted Wax-Candles. When every thing was 
put to rights in the Hall, the Vitier went unto 
his Daughter's Chamber, and put in their due 
place Bedreddin's Clothes, with the Purſe of Se- 

quins. This done, he faid to the beautiful Lady, 
. Unateſs your ſelf, my Child, aud go to bed. As 
| ſoon as Bedr goin enters your Room, complain of 
his being from you ſo long, and tell him, that 
when you awaked you were aſtoniſhed you did 
not find him by you. Preſs him to come 
zo bed again; and to-morrow Morning you 
will divert your Mother-in-Law and me, in 
telling us what paſſes between you and him 
this Night. This ſaid, he went from his Daugh- 
ter's Apartment, and left her to undreis her ſel: 
and go to bed. 
Scheherazade would have gone on with her 
Story, but approaching Day obliged her to diſ- 
continue it. 


CXXI. NIGHT, 


Owards the Cioſe of the next Night, the 
Sultan of the Indies, who was mighty 
impatient to know where the Story uf Bed- 
reddin ſhould end, awaked Scheherazade him- 
ſelf, and bid her go on with it; which accord- 
85 ingly 
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ingly ſhe did in the following Terms. Schem— 


feddin Mohammed, ſaid the Viſier Giafar to 
the Calif, ordered all his Domeſticks to de- 


part the Hall, excepting two or three, whom 
he ordered to ſtay there. "Theſe he command- 


ed to go and take Bedreddin out of the Cheſt, 


to {trip him to his Shirt and Drawers, to con- 
duct him in that Condition to the Hall, to leave 
him there all alone, and to ſhut the Door upon him. 

Bedreddin Haſſan, though over-whelmed with 
Grief, had been aſleep all the while; inſo- 
much that the Viſier's Domeſticks had taken 
him out of the Cheſt, and ſtripped him before 
he waked; and carried him ſo ſuddenly into 


the Hall, that they did not give him time 
to bethink himſelf where he was. When be 


found himſelf all alone in the Hall, he looked 
round him, and the Objects of his Sight recal- 
ling to his Memory the Circumſtances of his 
Marriage, he perceived with Aftoniſhment that 
it was the ſame Hall, where he had ſeen the 
Sultan's Groom of the Stables. His Surpri- 
zal was {till the greater, when approaching 
ſoftly to the Door of a Chamber which he 


found open, he ſpied within his own Clothes 


in the {ame Place where he remembred to 
have left them on his Wedding-Night. A 
God! ſaid he, rubbing his Eyes, am I aſleep, 
or awake? ET 785 

The beautiful Lady, who in the mean time 
was diverting her ſelf with his Aſtoniſnment, 
opened the Curtains of her Bed, all on a ſud- 
den, and bending her Head forward, My dear 


Lord, faid ſhe, with a ſoft tender Air, what do 


you do at the Door? Prithee come to bed again! 
You have been out of bed a long time. I was 


frangely [urprized when I awated, in not finding 
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you by me. Bedreddin Haſſan's Countenance 
changed, when he perceived that the Lady, 
who ſpoke to him, was that charming Perſon 
that he had lain with before ; {0 he entered 
the Room, bur calling up the Thoughts of 
all that had paſſed for a ten Years Interval, 
and not being able to perſuade himſelf that 
it could all have happened in the compaſs of 
one Night, he went to the Place where his 
Clothes "lay, and tne Purſe of Sequins; and 
after examining. them very ca refally, By 
the Living God, cried he, theſe are Things 
that I can by no means comprehend-! The 
Lady, who was pleaſed to ſee his Confuſion, 
ſaid, Once more, f my Lord, come to bed again, 
what d» you ſtand at? Then he ſtepped to- 
Wards the Bed, and faid to her, Pray Ma- 
dam tell me, is is long ſince I left you? The 
Qusſtion, anſwered ſhe, farovizes me! Did 
not you riſe from me but now * Sure your 
Thoughts are very buſy. © Madam, (replied 
« Bedreddin) I do aſſure you my Thoughts 
« are not very eaſy. I remember indeed to 
& have been with you, but 1 remember at the 
cc fame time that I have lived ſince ten Years at 
& Damaſcus. Now if I was actually in bed with 

& you this Night, I cannot have been from you 
cc ſo long. Theſe two Things are inconſiſtent. 
“e Pray tell me what to think ; whether my Mar- 
e rjage with you is an Illuſion, or Whether my 
cc Abſence from you is only a Dream.” © Yes, 


my Lord, (cried ſhe) doubtleſs you were light- 


cc headed when you thought you were at Da- 
& maſcus.” Upon this Bedreddin laughed out 
heartily, and ſaid, © What a comical Fancy is 
« this? J aſſure you, Madam, this Dream of 
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cc mine will be very pleaſant to you. Do but 
„ imagine, if you pieaſe, that I was at the 
« Gate of Damaſcus in my Shirt and Drawers, 
c as I am here now; that I entered the Town 
cc with the Hallow of a Mob that followed and 
cc inſulted me; that I fled to a Paſtry-Cook's, 
c who adopted me, taught me his Trade, and 
« left me all he had when he died; that after 
cc his Death I kept a Shop. In fine, Madam, 
«< I had an Infinity of other Adventures, too 
& tedious to recount ; and all I can ſay, is, 
« that 'twas not amiſs that I awaked, for they 
cc were a going to nail me to a Stake.“ 05 
Lord ! and for what ? cried the Lady, feign- 
ing Aſtoniſhment, would they have uſed you 
fo cruelly? Sure you muſt have committed ſome 
enormous Crime. Not in the leaſt, (replied 
& Bedreddin) it was for nothing in the World but 
« a mere ti ifle, the moſt ridiculous thing you 
<« can think of. All the Crime I was charged 
cc with, was ſelling a Cream-Tart, that had no 
« Pepper in it.” As for that matter, {aid the 
beautiful Lady, laughing heartily, T muſt jay they 
did you great Iujaſtice. Ah! Madam, (replied 
& he) that was not all. For this curſed Cream- 
« Tart was every thing in my Shop broke to 
c pieces, myſelf bound and fertered, and flun 
cc into a Cheſt, where I lay ſo cloſe, that methinks 
<« | am there ſtill. In fine, a Carpenter was cal- 
cc Jed for, and he was ordered to get ready a 
ce Stake for me: But, thanks be to God, all thoſe 
« things are no more than a Dream.“ 

At this Period the Approach of Day obli- 
ged Scheherazade to ſtop. Schehriar could 
not forbear laughing at Bedreddin, for taking a 
real thing for a Dream. I muſt own, ſaid 
h-, this is à pleaſant Story, and I am perſua- 


ded 
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ded that to-morrow Schemſeddin Mohammed 
aud bis Siſter-in-Law will be extremely plea- 
ſed with it. Sir, replied the Sultaneſs, that I 
{hall have the Honour to acquaint you with tc- 
morrow, if you ſuffer me to live ſo long. Up- 
on that the Sultan roſe without ſaying one 
word: But he had no mind to cut her off till 
he had heard the Story out. 


CXXI:..NEGHUT; 


QCheherazade, waking before Day, went on 

as follows. Sir, Bedreddin was not eaſy ail 
Night. He waked from time to time, and put 
the Queſtion to himſeif, whether he dreamed, 
or was awake: He diſtruſted his Felicity; and 
to be ſure whether it was true or not, opened 
the Curtains, and looked round the Room. 7 
am not miſtaken ſure, ſaid he, this is the ſame 
Chamber where J entered inſtead of the Hunch- 
back'd Groom of the Stable; and T am now in Bed 
with the fair Lady that was deſigned for bim. 
Day-Light, which then appeared, had not yet 
diſpelled his Uneaſineſs, when the Viſier Schem- 
ſeddia Mohammed his Uncle knocked at the 
Door, and at the ſame time went in to bid him 
Good-morrow. 

Beareddin Haſſan was extremely ſurpri- 
Zzed to ſee, all on a ſudden, a Man that he 
knew ſo well, and that now appeared with 
2 quite different Air, from that wich which he 
pronounc'd the terrible Sentence of Death 
againſt him. Ah! cried Bedreddin, it was 
you that condemned me ſo unjuſtly, to a man- 
ner of Death, the Thoughts of which make 
me ſhrink ſtill, and all for a Cream Tart 
without Pepper. The Viſier fell a ban, 

| all 


- — — * 1 . 
- —— ts. "* 4 PS. TT, = Agro, 
— 1 - Me IEEE: * * 3 — a 
- _ — 2 , " 
af * goa 2 . " 
7 
<5 * 


* 
— * 


—— — 
— 7 : 0/6: © EE tte res 
. IEEE DST 
— —— — a 


152 ARABIAN NIGHTS 


and, to put him out of Suſpence, told him, 
how, by the Miniſtry of a Genius, (for B/ 
Relation had made him ſuſpect c Ad ven- 
ture) he had been at his Houſe, 8 had mar- 


ried his Daughter inſtead of the Sultans Groom 


of the Stables; then he acquainted him that 
he had diſcovered him to be his Nephew by a 
Book written by the Hand of Noureddin Ali; 
and purſuant to that Diſcovery had gone from Cairo 
8 Balſora in queſt of him. My dear Ne- 

« phew, (added he, with Embraces and all the 
c Marks of Tenderneſs) I ask your pardon, for 
ce all I have made you undergo tince I diſcovered 


« you. I had a mind to bring g you to my Houſe 
C 


Co 


« now to be io much the dearer to you, that 
cc it has coſt. you ſo much Perplexity and 
« Affliction. To atone for all your Afflictions, 
ce comfort your ſelf with the Joy of being in the 
et corapany of thoſe, who ought to be "deareſt 
& to you. While you are drelling your ſelf, Ii 
ce go and acquaint your Mother, Who is beyond 
ce meaſure impatient to ſce you; and will like- 
ec wile bring your Son to you, whom you ſaw at 
« Damaſcus, and for whom you ſhew ed ſo much 
cc Affection, without knowing him.“ 

No Words are of ſufficient Energy to ex- 
preſs the Joy of Bedreddin, when he fy his 
Mother and his Son. Theſe bree e 
and ſhewed all the Tranſfonts that Love and 
a moving Tenderneſs could inſpire. The Mo- 
ther ſpoke to Bedredain in the moſt moving 
Terms; the mentioned the Grief ſhe had felt 
for his long Abſence, and the Tears ſhe had 
thed. Little Agib, inſtead of flying his Father's 
 Embraces as at Damaſcus, received ther with 
all the Marks of Pleaſure. And Bedreddin 
| Haſſan, 


before I told you your Ha pines, which ought. 


. Ao RAO n ID 


C5. <0 


2 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 159 


Haſſan, divided between two Objects ſo worthy 
of his Love, thought he could not give ſufficient 
Marks of his Affection. 

While this paſt at Schemſeddin Mohammed 's, 
the Viſier was gone to the Palace, to give the 
Sultan an Account of the happy Succels of his 
Voyage; and the Sultan was fo charmed with 
the Recital of the Story, that he order'd it to 
be taken down in Writing, and carcfully pre- 
ſerved among the Archives of the Kingdom. 
After Schemfeddin's Return to his Houle, having 
prepared a noble Feaſt, he fat down to Table 
with his Family, and all the Houthold paſſed 
the Day in Solemnity and Mirth. 

The Viſiter Giafar, having thus made an end 


of the Story of Bedreddin Haſſan, told the Caliſt 


Haroun Alra ſchid, That bis was what he had 
to relate to his Majeſty. The Calif found the 
Story ſo ſurprizing, that without farther heſita- 
tion he granted his Slave Rihar's Pardon: And 
to condole the young Man, for the Grief of hav- 
ing unhappily deprived himſelf of a Woman 
whom he loved fo tenderly, married him to one 
of his Slaves, beſtowed liberal Gifts upon him, 
and entertained him till he died. ——Buar, Sir, 
added S:h:herazade, obſerving that Day began to 
appear, though the Story I have now told you 
be very agrecabie, I have one ſtill that is 
much more fo. It your Majeity pleaſes to 
hear it the next Night, I'm certain you will 
be of the ſame mind. 
out giving any Anſwer, and was in a Quan- 
dary what to do. 
he within himſelf) tells very long Stories, and 
when once ſhe begins one, there's no refuſin 

to hear it out. I can't tell whether I ſhall 
put her to death to-day or not, No ſure. 


Schabriar roſe with- 


The good Sultaneſs (ſaid 
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I will not; Pll do nothing raſhly; the Story 
ſhe promiſes is perhaps more diverting than al] 
ſhe has told yer; I will not deprive my ſelf of 
the Pleaſure of hearing it; when once the has 
told it, then the ſhall die. 


XXIII. NIGHT. 


Tnarzade did not fail to awake the Sulta- 
neſs of the Indies before Day; and the Sul- 
taneſs, after asking leave of the Sultan, begun the 
Story ſhe had promiſed, to the following purpoſe. 


The Story of the Little Hu x c h- 


BACK, 


Here was in former Times at Caſgar, upor. 


the utmoſt Skirts of Tartary, a Taylor tha: 
had a pretty Wife, whom he loved entirely, and 
was reciprocally loved by her. One Day, as he 
fat at work, a little Hunch-back'd my Lord came 
and fat him down at his Shop-Door, and fell a 
ſinging, and at the fame time play'd upon a Ta- 
bor. The Taylor took pleaſure to hear him, and 
had a ſtrong mind to take him into his Houſe 


to make his Wife merry: This /itt!e Fellow (ſays. 


he to his Wife) will divert us both ver) agreeably, 
In fine, he invited my Lord in, and he readily 
accepted of the Invitation, ſo the Taylor 
ſhut up his Shop and carried him home. The 
little Concerns being cariied in, the Tay- 


lor's Wife covered the Table, they fat down 
to Supper, and had a good large Dith of Fiſh 
_ ſet before em; but as they cat heartily, un- 
luckily the crooked Geutiemin ſwallowed a 
large Bone, of which he died in a few Mi- 
nutes, notwithſtanding all that the Taylor ne 
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his Wife could do to prevent it. Both the 
one and the other were mightily frightned at 
the Accident, eſpecially ſince it fell in their 
Houle, and there was ground to fear that if 
the Juſticiary Magiſtrates came to hear of it 
they would be puniſhed as Aſſaſſins. However 
the Husband found an Expedient to get rid of 
the Corps; he conlider'd there was a Jewiſh 
Doctor chat lived juſt by, and fo formed a Pro- 


jet; in the Execution of which his Wife and 


he took the Corps, the one by the Feet and the 
other by the Head, and carried it to the Phyſi- 
cian's Houſe. They knocked at the Door, from 
which aſcended a ſteep Pair of Stairs to his Chim- 
ber. As ſoon as they had knocked, the Servant- 
Maid came down, without any Light, and open- 
ing the Door, asked what they wanted. Prithee 
go up again, ſays the Taylor, and tell your Ma- 
ſter we have brought him a Man that's very 
ſick, and wants his Advice. Here, ſays he, 
putting a Piece of Money into her Hand, gi ve 
him that before-hand, to convince him that we 
have no mind to make him loſe his Labour. 
While the Servant was gone up to acquaint her 
Maſter with the welcome News, the Taylor and 
his Wife nimbly conveyed the Hunch-back'd 
Corps to the Head of the Stairs, and leaving it 
there, ſcower'd off. | 

In the mean time the Maid having told the 
Doctor, that a Man and a Woman ſtaid for 
him at the Door, deſiring he would come 
down and look upon a ſick Man they had 
brought with them; and the Maid clapping 
the Money ſhe had receiv'd into his Hand, the 
Doctor was tranſported with Joy; being paid 


before-hand he thought it was a good Chap, 


and ſhould not be neglected. Light, Light, 
| | Cries 
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Cries he to the Maid, fo!low me nimbly. Hows 
ever, without ſtaying for the Light he gets to 
the Stair-head, and that in ſuch haſte, that ſtum- 
bling againſt the Corps, he gave him ſuch a 
Kick, as made him tumble quite down to the 


Stair-foot: Nay, he had almoit fallen himſelf, _ 


and tumbled down along with my Lord. A 
Light, a Light, cries he to the Maid, Quick, 
Quich. At laſt the Maid came with a Light, 


and ſo he went down Stairs with her; but when 


he ſaw that the Stumbling-Block he had kicked 
down as a dead Man, he was ſo frighted, that 


he invoked Moſes, Aaron, Joſhua, and Eſaras, 
and all the other Prophets of his Law. Unhap- 


py Man that I am, ſaid he, what made me offer 


to come down without a Light? I have een 


made an end of the Fellow that was brought me 
to be cured: Queſtionleſs, I am the Cauſe 
FF of his Death, and unlets 
Author plays upon the * Eſaras ; Als gy to al- 
Jews; this Aſs is that ſiſt me, I'm ruined : Mer- 
dich, as the Mahome- C/ On mes they will be 
tans believe, Eſdras id here out of hand, and lug 
upon when he came me out of my Houle for 


from the Babylonian a Murderer. 


Captivity to Jeruſalem. But notwithſtanding the 
| Perplexity and Jeopardy he 
was in, he had the Precaution to ſhut his door, 


for fear any one paſling by in the Street ſnould 
_ obſerve the miſchance, of which he reckon'd 


himſelf to be the Author. Then he took the 
Corps into his Wife's Chamber, upon which ſhe 
ſwooned away. Alas! cry'd the, we are utterly 


ruined, undone, undone, unleſs we fall upon ſome 


expedient or other to turn the Corps out of out 
Houſe this Night ! Beyond all queſtion, if we bars 
| our 
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bour it here till Morning, our Lives muſt pay for 
ir. What a fad Miſchance is this! Ihy, bow 


aid you do to kill this Man? That is not the 
Queſtion, replies the Few, our Buſineſs now is, to 
find out a Remedy for ſuch a jT0cking Accident — 
But, Sir, favs Scheberazade, | do not conſider tis 
Day. So the ſtopt, and next Night purſued her 
Story as follows: | 


CXXIV. NIGHT. 


FH E Doctor and his Wife conſulted toge- 
ther how to get rid of his dead Corps that 
Night. The Doctor racked his Brains in vain, 
he could not think of any Stratagem to get clear; 
but his Wife, who was more fertile in Invention, 
faid, I have a Thonght comes into my Head; let's 
carry the Corps to the Leads of our Houſe, and 
tumble him down the Chimney into the Houſe of the 
 Muſſulman our next Neighbour. 
This Muſſulman or Twrk was one of the Sul- 
tan's Purveyors, for furniſhing Oil, Butter, and 


all ſorts of Far, Tallow, Cc. and had a NMaga- 


Zine in his Houſe, where the Rats and Xlice 
made prodigious havock. 

The Fewiſh Doctor approving the propoſed 
Exped ient, his Wife and he took the little Hunch- 
back up to the Roof of the Houſe; and, clap- 
ping Ropes under his Arm-pits, let him down 
the Chimney into the Purveyor's Chamber ſo 
ſoftly and dexterouſly, that he ſtood upright 
againſt the Wall, as it he had been alive. When 
they found he ſtood firm, hey pulled up the 
Ropes, and left the Gentleman in that Pot- 
ture. They were ſcarce got down into their 
Chamber, when the Purvevor went into his, 
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being juſt come from a Wedding-Feaſt with a 
Lanthorn in his Hand. He was mightily ſur- 
prized, when, by the light of bis Lanthorn, he 
deſcried a Man ſtanding upright in his Chimney ; 
but being naturally a ſtour Man, and apprehend- 
ing it was a Thief or a Robber, he took up a 


good luſty Cane, and making ſtrait up to the 


Hunch-back ; Ay, ſays he, I thought it was Rats, 
and the Mice that eat my Butter and Tallow; and 


"tis you come down the Chimney 10 rob me, is it * 1 


queſtion if ever you come back again upon this Er- 
rand. This ſaid, he falls foul upon the Man, and 


gives him a good many ſwinging Thwacks with 


his Cane. Upon that the Corps fell down, run- 
ning its Noſe againſt the Ground; and the Pur- 
veyor redoubled his Blows: But, obſerving the 
Body not to move, he ſtood to conlider a little; 
and then, perceiving it was a dead Corps, Fear 
ſucceeded his Anger. Wretehed Man that I am, 
ſaid he, what have I done ] I have killed a Man 
dead; Alas, T have carried my Revenge too far. 
Good God, unleſs thou pity me, my Life is gone ] 
Curſed, ten thouſand times accurſed, be the Fat 
and the Oil that gave Occaſion to this my Commiſ- 


ſion of ſuch a criminal Action. In fine, he ſtood 


pale and thunder- ſtruck, he thought he ſaw the 


Officers already come to drag him to condign 


Puniſhment; and could not think what Reſo- 
lution to take. 
Here the Dawn of the Morning interrupted 


3 but next Night ſhe proceeded 
thus: 22 


CXXV., NIGHT. 


IR, the Sultan of Caſzar's Purveyor had 
neyer minded the little Gentleman's 1 
when 
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when he was beating him ; but as ſoon as he per” 
ceived it, he threw out a thouſand Imprecations 
againſt him. Ab, you crooked Hunch-back, cried 
he, you crooked Sou of a Bitch, would to God you 
had robbed me of all my Fat, and I had 


not found you here. If it had been ſo, J had not 
been ſo much perplexed as J now am, for the Love 


of you and your naſty Hunch. Oh! The Stars 
that twinkle in the Heavens, gave Light to 
none but me in this dangerous uncture. As ſoon 
as he had utter'd theſe Words, he took the 
little crooked Corps upon his Shoulders, and 


carried him out of Doors to the End of the Street, 


where he ſet him upright, reſting againſt a Shop, 
and ſo trudged home again without looking be- 
hind him. | 

A few Minutes before the Break of Day, 
a Chriſtian Merchant, who was very rich, 
and furniſhed the Sultan's Palace with moſt 
Things it wanted; this Merchant, I ſay, ha- 
ving fat up all Night Debauching, ſtep'd then 
out of his Houſe to go to bathe. Though he 
was drunk, he was ſenſible that the Night 
was far ſpent, and that the People would 
quickly be called to the Morning Prayers, 
that begin at the Break of Day; therefore he 
quicken'd his pace to get in time at the Bath, 
tor fear a Turk, meeting him in his way to 
the Moſque, ſhould carry him to Priſon for a 
Drunkard. However, as he came to the end 
of the Strect, he ſtopp'd upon ſome neceſla- 
ry Occaſion, and leaned againſt the Shop 


where the Sultans Purveyor had put the 


Hunch-back'd Corps; and the Corps being 
joſtled, tumbled upon the Merchant's Back. 
The Merchant, thinking *twas a Robber that 
came to attack him, knock'd him down with a 

{ſwinging 
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ſwinging Box on the Ear, and after redoubling 
his Blows cried out Thieves. 

The Outery alarm'd the Watch, who came up 
immediately, and finding a Chriſtian beating a 
Turk (for Crump-back was of our Religion) 
What Reaſon have you, ſaid he, to abuſe a Muſſul- 
man after this rate? He would have robbed me, 
replied the Merchant, and jump d upon my back 
with intent to take me by the Throat. If he did, 
ſaid the Watch, you have revenged your ſelf ſufſi- 
ciently; come get off of him. At the fame 
time he ſtretched out his hand, to help little 
Crump-back up, but obſerving he was dead; 
Ah, Hey-day ! ſaid he, is it thus that a Chriſtian 
dares to aſſaſſinate a Muſſuiman ? So he laid hold 
of the Chriſtian, and carried him to the Sheriff's 
Houſe, where he was kept till the Judge was 
ſtirring and ready to examine him. In the mean 
time the Chriitian Merchant grew ſober, and 
the more he reflected upon his Adventure, the 
leſs could he conceive how ſuch ſingle Fiſty- 
Cuffs could kill the Man. 

The Judge, having heard the Report of the 
Watch, and viewed the Corps which they 
had taken care to bring to his Houſe, interro- 
gated the Chriftian Merchant upon it, and he 
could not deny the Crime, tho' he had not 
committed it. But the Judge conſidering that 
little Crump- back belonged to the Sultan, for 
he was one of his Buffoons, would not put 
the Chriſtian to death, till he knew the Sul- 
tan's Pleaſure. For this End he went to the 
Palace, and acquainted the Sultan with what 
had happened; and received from the Sultan 
this Anſwer, I have wo Mercy to ſheu to 2 
Chriſtian that kills a Muſſulman: Go do your 
Office, Upon this the Judge ordered a Gib- 

7 | bet 
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bet to be erected, and ſent Criers all over the 
City to proclaim that they were about to hang a 
Chriſtian for killing a Muſſulman. I 

In fine, the Merchant was brought out of Goal 
to the foot of the Gallovws; and the Hangman 
having put the Rope about his Neck, was going 
to give him a Swing, when the Sultan's Purveyor, 
ſhoving thro the Croud, made up to the Gibbet, 
calling to the Hangman to ſtop, for that the 
Chriſtian had not committed the Murder, but 
himſelf had done it. Upon that the Sheriff, who 
attended the Execution, put Interrogatories to 
the Purveyor, who told him every Circum- 


ſt ance of his killing the little Crump-back, and 


conveying his Corps to the Place where the 
Chriſtian Merchant found him. Vo were about, 
added he, to put to death an innocent Perſon , 
Ver how can he te guilty of the Death of a Man 
that was dead before he came at him ? My Burden 
is ſufficient, in having killed a Turk, with- 
ont loading my Conſcience with the additional 
Charge of the Death of a Chriſtian that is 
not guilt . | 

Scheherazade, perceiving the Peep of Day, 
ſtop'd here, and the next Night reſumed her 
Story as follows. 


CXXVI. NIGHT. 


SIR. ſaid ſhe, the Sultan of Caſzar's Pur- 
Q veyor having publickly charged himſelf with 
the Death of the little Hunch-back'd Man, 
the Sheriff could not avoid doing Juſtice to 
the Merchant. Let the Chriſtian go, ſaid he, 
and hang this Man in his room, ſincè it appea's 
by his own Confeſſion that he's guilty. There 
upon the Hangman releas'd the Merchant, and 

clapp d 
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clapp'd the Rope round the Purveyor's Neck ; 
bur juſt when he was going to pull him up, 
he heard the Voice of the Jewiſh Doctor, ear- 
neſtly intreating him to ſuſpend the Execution, 
and make room for him to come and throw 
himſelf at the Gallows Foot. 


When he appeared before the Judge, My Lord, 
ſaid he, This Muſſulmam you are a going to hang, 


is not guilty, All the Guilt lies at my door. 
Laſt Night a Man and a Woman, unknown to 
me, came tomy Door with a fick Man they had 


brought along; and they knocking at the Door, | 
my Maid went and opend it without a Light, 


and received from them a Piece of Money, with 


4 Commiſſion to come and defire me, in their 


Name, to ſtep down and look upon the fick Per- 
ſon. While ſhe was delivering her Meſſage to 
me, they conveyed the ſick Perſon to the Stair- 
head, and then diſappear d. I went aun 
without ſtaying, my Servant lighted a Candle, 
aud in the dark happened to ſtumble upon the 
fick Perſon, and kick him down Stairs, In fine, 
T ſaw he was dead, and that it was the 
Crooked Muſſulman, whoſe Death you are 
now about to avenge. So my Wife and 1 
took the Corps, and after conveying it up to 


the Leads of our Houſe, ſbov'd it to the Roof 


of the Purveyor, our next Neighbour, his 
Houſe, and let it down the Chimney into his 
Chamber. The Purveyor finding it in his 
Houſe, took the little Man for a Thief, and 
after beating him, concludea be had killed 
him : but that it was not ſo, you'll be convinced 
by this my Depoſition ; ſo that I am the only 
Author of the Murder: and tho it was com- 
mitted wundeſignedly, J have reſolved to ex- 
piate my Crime, by keeping clear of the 
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Charge of the Death of two Muſſulmen, and hind- 
ring you to execute the Sultan's Puyveyor, whoſe 
Innocence I have now revealed. So pray diſmiſs 
him, and put me in his place, for 1 alone am the 
Cauſe of the Death of the little Man. | 

The Sultaneſs deſcrying Day, diſcontinued her 
Story till the next Night, thar ſhe proceeded in 
the following manner. 


CXXVIL NIGHT. 


SIN, faid ſhe, the Chief Juſtice being per- 

ſuaded that the Jewith Doctor was the 
Nurderer, gave Orders to the Executioner to 
ſeize him, and releaſe the Purveyor. Accordingly 
the Doctor was juſt a going to be hung up, when 
the Taylor appeared, crying to the Executioner 
to hold his Hand, and make room for him that he 
might come and make his Confeſſion to the Lord 


juftice. Room being made, «© My Lord (ſaid 


he to the Judge) you have narrowly eſcaped 


taking away the Lives of three innocent Per- 


« ſons; but if you'll have the Patience to hear 


«© me, Fil diſcover to you the real Murderer of 


< the Crook-back'd Man. If his Death is to be 


« expiated by another, that muſt be mine. 


« Yeſterday towards the Evening, as J was at 
© work in my Shop, and had a mind to be 
« merry, the little Hunch-back came to my 
Door half drunk, and fat down before it. He 
* ſung a little, and ſo I invited him to paſs 
„ the Evening at my Houle. 


«© accepted of the Invitation, and went in with 
© me. We {ſat down to Supper, and I gave 
© him a Plate of Fiſh; but in eating, a Bone 
<« ſtuck in his Throat, and tho' my Wife and 
. H 6 
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« [ did our utmoſt to relieve him, he died in a 
« few Minutes. His Death afflicted us ex- 
c tremely, and for fear of being charged with it, 
« we carried the Corps to the Jewiſh Doctor's 
4 Houle, and knocked at the Door. The Maid 
« coming down and opening the Door, I de- 
fired her to go up again forthwith, and ask her 
«© Maſter to come down and give his Advice to 


ca ſick Perſon that we had brought along with 


© us; and withal to incourage him, I charged 
<« her to give him a Piece of Money which . 
c had put into her Hand. When ſhe was gone 
ce up again, I carried the Hunch- back up Stairs, 


c“ and laid him upon the uppermoſt Step; and 


« then my Wife and I made the beſt of our way 
« home. The Doctor coming down, made the 
« Corps roll down Stairs, and thereupon he took 
« himſelf to be the Author of his Death. Now 
ce this being the Caſe (continued he) releaſe the 
« Doctor, and let me die in his room.”__ 

The Chief Juſtice, and all the (SpQtIters, 
could not ſufficiently admire the ſtrange Emer 
gencies that enſued upon the Death of the littie 
crooked Gentleman. Let the Jewiſh Doctor 
go, ſaid the Judge, and hang up the Taylor, 
{ince he confeſles the Crime. *Tis certain this 
Hiſtory is very uncommon, and deſerves to be 
recorded in Letters of Gold. The Executioner 
having diſmiſsd the Doctor, made every thing 
ready to tye up the Taylor.——But, Sir, ſaid 
the Sultaneſs, I ſee Day appears, and ſo I ad- 
journ the Story till to-morrow. The Sultan 
agreed to her Propoſal, and fo role and went 
about his Buſineſs, 
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CXXVIII. NIGHT. 


T HE Sultanels, waked by her Siſter, reſumed. 
Ther Story as follows. While the Execu- 
tioner, Sir, was making ready to hang up the 
Taylor, the Sultan of Caſgar, wanting the Com- 
pany of his crooked Jeſter, ask d where he was; 
and one of his Officers told him what follows. 
« The Hunch-back, Sir, whom you enquire af- 
ce ter, got drunk laſt Night, and contrary to his 
« Cuſtom, ſlipped out of the Palace, and went a 
« ſauntering in the City, and this Morning he was 
« found dead. A Man was brought before the 
Chief Juſtice, and charged with the Murder 
* of him; but when he was going to be hang'd 
« up, came a Man, and after him another, who 
© took the Charge upon themſelves, and cleared 
« one another.” The Examination has conti- 
nued a long while, and the Judge is now examining 
2 third Man that gives himſelf out for the real 
Author of the Murder. 
Upon this Intelligence the Sultan of Caſzar 
ſent a Huſſar to the Place of Execution. Go, 
{1id he to his Meſſenger, make all the haſte 
you can, and bring the arraigned Perſons be- 
fore me immediately ; and withal bring the 
Corps of poor Crump-back, that I may ſce 
him once more. Accordingly the Huſlar went, 
and happened to arrive at the Place of Execu- 
tion at the fame time that the Executioner 
was going to. tie up the Taylor. So he cried 
aloud to the Executioner to ſuſpend the Execu- 
tion. The Hangman knowing the Huſlar, 
did not dare to proceed, but untied the Tay- 
lor; and then the Huſſar acquainted the Judge 
with the Sultan's Pleaſure. So the Judge 
H 2 obeyed, 
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obeyed, and went ſtreight to the Palace, accom— 
panied by the Taylor, the Jewiſh Doctor, and 
the Chriſtian Merchant; and made four of his 
Men carry the Hunch-Corps along with him. 
When they appeared betore the Sultan, the 
Judge threw himſelf ar the Prince's feet; and 


after recovering himſelf, gave him a faithful Re- 


lation of what he knew of the Story of the Crump- 
back'd Man. The Sultan found the Story ſo un- 
common, that he ordered his private Hiſtorians 
to write it with its Circumſtances. Then ad- 
dreſſing hirnſelf to all the Audience; Did you ever 
hear (ſaid be) ſuch a ſurprizing Story as this, that 
has happened upon the account of my little crooked 
Buffoon? Then the Chriſtian Merchant, after 
falling down, and ſaluting the Earth with his Fore- 
head, ſpoke in the following manner: Df? 
Paiſſant Monarch (ſaid he) I &:ow 4 Story yet 
more aſtoniſhing than that you have now ſpoke 
of; if your Majeſty will give me leave, Ill tell 
it you. The Circumſtances are ſuch, that no body 
can hear em without being mov'd. Mell, (ſaid 
the Sultan) I give you leave; and fo the Merchant 
went on as follows. 


The Story told by the Chriſtian 
Merchant. 


SIR. before I commence the Recital of | 


the Story you have allowed me to tell, 
T beg leave to acquaint you that I have not 
the Honour to be born in a Place that re- 
tains to your Majeſty's Empire. I am a 
Stranger, boin at Cairo in Egypt, one of the 
Coptick Nation, and a Profeſſor of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion. My Father was a Broker, and 
got a good Eſtate which he left me at his 
Death. 
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Death. I followed his Example, and took up the 
{ame Employment. And one day at Cairo, as 
was ſtanding in the publick Apartment for the 
Corn-Merchants, there comes up to me a young 
handſome Man, well clad, and mounted upon 
an Aſs. He faluted me, and pulling out his Hand- 
kerchief, where he had a Sample of Seſame and 
Turky Corn, asRed me what a Buſhel of ſuch Se- 
ſame would fetch. „* 
Scheherazade perceiving Day, ſtopp'd here; but 
the next Night went on in the following manner. 


CXxxIx. NIGHT. 


SIR, continued the Chriſtian Merchant to 
the Sultan of Ca{zar ; J examined the Corn 
that the Young Man ihewed me, and told him 
*twas worth a Hundred Drams of Silver per Bu- 
ſhel. Pray, ſaid he, ook out for ſome Merchant 
to take it at that Price, and come to me at the 
Victory-Gate, where you'll fee a Hut at a diſtance 
from the Houſes, So he left me, and I ſhewed 
the Sample to ſeveral Merchants, who told me, 
that they would take as much as I could ſpare at 
an Hundred and Ten Drams per Buſhel, ſo that 
made an account to get Ten Drams per Buſhel 
for my Brokerage. Full of the Expectation 
of this Profit, I went forthwith to the Vidory- 
Gate, where I found the young Merchant 
itaying for me, and he carried me into his 
Granary, which was full of Seſame. He had 
an Hundred and Fifty Buſhels of it, which J 
meaſured out, and having carried them off 
upon Aﬀes, ſold them for Five Thouſand 
Drams of Silver. Now out of this Sum, ſaid 
che Young Man, here's Five Hundred Drams 

H z coming 
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coming to you, at the Rate of Ten Drams per 
Huſbel. ] order you to take and apply it to your 
own Uſe; and as for the reſt which is to come 10 
wie, do you take it out of the Merchant's Hand, 


and keep it till I call for it, for I have no Occa- 


{ion for it at preſent, I made anſwer, It ſhould 


be ready for him whenever he pleaſed to call for 
it; and ſo took leave of him, with a grateſul 


Senſe of his Generofity. | 

was a Month after, before he came near 
me: Then he came and asked for his 4500 
Drams of Silver. I told him they were rea- 
dy, and ſhould be told down to him in a Mi- 
nute. He was then mounted on his Aſs, and 
0 [ defired him to alight, and do me the Honour 
to eat a Mouthful with me before he received 
his Money. No, faid he, I can't alizht at pre- 


ſent, I have urgent Buſineſs that obliges me to be 


at a Place juſt by here; but I will return this 
Way, and then take the Money, which I defire 


you woula have in readineſs. This ſaid, he dif- 


appeared; and I ſtill expected his return: but 
*rwas a full Month before he came again. I 
thought to my ſelf the-young Man repoſed a 
great Truſt in me, leaving ſo great a Sum in my 
hands without knowing me; another would 
have been afraid I would have run away with ir. 
To be ſhort, he came again at the end of the 
third Month, and was {till mounted on his Aſs; 
but finer in his Clothes than before. 

Scheherazade, perceiving Day-light, went no 
farther for this Night; but the next enſuing Night 
ſhe proceeded as tollows. 


CXXX. 
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CXXX. NIGHT. 


A S ſoon as I faw the young Man, continued 
+ > the Chriſtian Merchant to the Sultan of 
Caſgar, I intreated! him to alight, and asked him 
if he would not take © His Money ee Tis no mat- 
c ter for that, (aid! je with a pleaſant ealy Air) 
46 I know it is in good Hands; ['! come and take 
it when my other Money is all gone: Adieu, 
(continued he) I come again 8 the lat- 
« ter end of the Week.” With that he clapt 
his Spurs to the Afs, and away he went. Well, 
thought I to my felt, he ſays he'll tee me towards 
the latter end of the Week, bur 'tis likely 1 may 
not ſee him a great while; Pl go and make the 
moſt of his Money, and ſhall get a good Penny 
by it. 

And, as it happ pened, I was not out in my 
Conjecture; for 'twas a full Year before 1 tax 
my young Merchant again. Then he appeared 
indecd with richer Apparel than before; but was 
very thoughtful. I asked him to do me the He- 
nour to walk into my Houſe... „For this time 
00 (replied he) I wil go in; but upon this Con- 
c dition, that you thall put) your ſelf to no extra- 
© ordinary Charge upon my account.” „ That 
{© ſhall be as you pleaſe, (ſaid I) only do me the 
“ Favour to alight and walk in.” Accordingly he 
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complied, and I give Orders for ſome fort of 


Ee oy while that was getting ready, 
we fell into Diſcourſe together. W Ten the T5 
tuals were got a we {at down to Table. 


When he eat the firſt Mouthful, I obſerved 


be fed himſelf wich the Left Hand, and not 
with the Rignt. L could not tell what to 
think of it. I thought within my ſelf, ever 
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tince I know this young Man, he always appear- 
ed very polite; is it poſſible he can do this out 
of Contempt of me? what can the matter be, 
that he does not make uſe of his Right Hand? 

Scheherazade, perceiving the Approach ot Day, 
_ diſcontinued her Story; but the next Night the 
recommenced as follows. 


CXXXI. NIGHT. 


SIR, the Chriſtian Merchant was in great 
pain to know why his Gueit eat with the 
Left Hand: After we had done eating, ſaid 
he, and every thing was taken away, we fat 
dovyn upon a Sofa, and I preſented him with 
2 Lozenge that was excelient for .giving a 
ſyeert Breath, and till he took it with the 
F.efr Hand. Then I accoſted him in this 


manner; Sir, pray pardon the liberty I take 


in asking you, what Reaſon you have for not 
making uſe of your Right Hand! *Tis likely 
you have ſome Diſorder in that Hand. Inſtead 
of anſwering, he fetch'd a deep ſigh, and pulling 
out his Right Arm, which he had hitherto kept 
under his Garment, ſhewed me, to my great a- 
toniſhment, that his Hand had been cut off. 
Doubtleſs you were alarmed, {aid he, to ſee me 
feed my ſelf with the Left Hand; but I leave you 
to judge, whether it was in my power to do other- 
wiſe. May one ask you, ſaid I, by what Miſ- 
chance it was, that you loſt your Right Hand ? 
Upon that he fell into Tears, and after wiping 
his Eyes, gave me the following Relation. 


You muſt know, ſaid he, I am a Native of 
Bagdad, the Son of a rich Father, the molt 


noted Man in that Ciry both for Quality and 
| for 
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for Riches. I had ſcarce launched into the 
World, when falling into the Company of Tra- 
vellers, and hearing \Wonders told of Egypt, eſpe- 
cially of Grand Cairo, | was moved by their Diſ- 
courſe, and took up a longing Deſire to travel 
thither. But my Father was then alive, and had 
not given me leave. In fine, he died; and there- 
upon being Malter of my ſelf, I reſolved to take 
a Journey to Cairo. I laid out a large Sum of 
Money upon ſeveral forts of fine Stuffs of Bag- 
dad and Mouſſou!; and ſo undertook my Journey. 

Arriving at Cairo | went to the Khan, call'd the 
Khan of Meſtour; and there 100k Lodgings, with 
a Warehouſe for my Bales, which ! brought a- 
long upon Camels. This done, I retired to my 
Chamber, to ret my ſelf after the Fatigue of 
my Journey, and ordered my Servants to go and 
buy ſome Provi ions, and dreſs them. After [I 
had cat, ] went and {aw the Caitle, fome Moſques, 
publick Places, and the other Things that were 
curious. 

Next Day J dreſſed my ſelf pretty hand- 
ſomely, and ordered ſome of the fineſt and 
richeſt of my Bales to be picked out, and car- 

ried by my Slaves to the 
Circoſſar * Be xeſtein, * A Bexeſtein 7s a 
whither I went my ſelf. public Place where folk 
I no ſooner got thither | Stuffs, and other pre- 
than I was ſurrounded c {9ings are expoſed 
with Brokers and Criers, !“ dale. 
that had heard of my Arrival. I gave Pat- 
terns of my Stuffs to ſeveral of the Criers, 
who went and carried them, and ſhowed them 
all over the Bezeſteiz; but none of the 
Merchants offered near ſo much as they had 
coſt me in prime Coſt and Carriage. This 
yexed me, and the Criers obſerving 1 was 
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diſſatisfied; If you will take our Advice, ſaid they, 


we will put you in a way to ſell your Stuffs with- 


out loſing by them. 


Here Scheherazade ſtopt upon the Approach 
of Day, but the next Night went on as follows: 


CXXXII. NIGHT. 


T*HE Brokers and the Criers, ſaid the young 

Man to the Chriſtian Merchant, having thus 
promiſed to put me in a way of loſing nothing*by 
my Goods, I asked them what courſe they would 
have me take? Divide your Goods, faid they, a- 
mong ſeveral Merchants, and they'll fell them by 
Retail; and, twice a Week, that is, on Monday's 
and Thurſdays, you may receive what Money they 
tate. By this means you'll get inſtead of loftie, 
and the Merchants will get by you And in th? 


ze au time you'll have time to take your pleaſure, 
and walk up and down the Town, or to go upon 


the Nile. 

[ took their Advice, and Carried 'em to m 
Warehouſe; from whence 1 brought all m 
Goods to the Bezeſtein, and there divided them 
among the. Merchants that they repreſen:ed as 
moſt reputable and able to pay; and the Mer- 
chants gave me a formal Receipt before Witneſ- 
Jes, ſtipulating withal that I ſhould not make any 
Demands upon them for the firſt Month. 

Having thus regulated my Affairs, my Mind 
was taken up with other ſort of things than the 
ordinary Pleaſures. I contracted Friendſhip with 
divers Perſons almoſt of the ſame Age with my 
telf, who took care I did not want Company. 
After the firſt Month expired, I began to vilit 

my 
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my Merchants twice a Week, taking along with 
me a publick Officer to inſpect their Books of 
Sale, and a Banker to fee they paid me in good 
eee , and to regulate the V alue of the ſeveral 

Specięs: and ſo every Pay-day I had a good Sum 
of Money to carry home to my Lodging. I 
went nevertheleſs on the other Days to pals the 
morning ſometimes at a Merchant's Houle, and 
ſometimes at ſore other Perſon's. In fine, I 
diverted my ſelf in converting with one or other, 
and ſeeing what paſſed in the Begeſtein. 

One Monday, as J (at in a Merchant's Shop, 

whoſe Name was Bedreddin, a Lady of Quality, 
as one might caſily perceive by her Air, her Habit, 
and her being attended by a She-{lave in neat 
Clothes; this Lady, I fay, came into the Shop, 
and fat down by me. This external Appearance 
joined to a natural Grace that ſhined thro' all the 
did, inſpired me with a longing Deſire to know 
her better than I did. I am ar a loſs to know 
whether ſhe obterved that I took pleaſure in gaz- 
ing upon her; but ſhe tucked up the Crape that 
hung down over the Muſlin which Covered | her 
Face, and fo gave me the Opportunity of ſeeing, 
her large black Eyes; WIC h perfectly charmed 
me. ln fine, ſhe {crew'd my Love to the he eight, 
by the agreeable Sound of her Voice, and her 
genteel graceful Carriage, in faluting the Mer- 
chant, and asking him how, he did ſince the ſaw 
him laſt. 

After entertaining him ſome time upon indif- 
ferent Things, ſhe gave him to know that the 
wanted a ſor: of Stuff with a Ground of Gold; 


that ſhe came to his Shop, as affording the be: * 


Choice of any in all the Begeſtein; and that, it 


he had any ſuch as ſhe asked ror, he would ob- 
1 ] : r 
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lige her in ſhewing them. Bedreddin ſhewed her 
ſeveral Pieces, one of which the pitched upon, 
and he asked for it eleven hundred Drams of 
Silver. I agree, ſaid the, to give you ſo much, 
but I have not Money enough about me; ſo I hope 
you'll give me credit till to-morrow, and in the 
mean time allow me to carry off the Stuff. T ſhall 
7% fail, added ſhe, to ſend you to-morrow the 
eleven hundred Drams I agreed for. Madam, 
{aid Bedreddin, I would give you Credit with all 
zu) heart, and allow you to carry off the Stuff, if 


it were mine; but it belongs to that young Man 


you ſee here, and this Day is the Day on which 
we ſtate our Accounts. Why, (aid the Lady in a 
Surprizal, why do you offer to uſe me ſo* Am 
20 J a Cuſtomer to your Shop? And as often as I 
have bought of you, and carried home the Things 
Without paying ready Mone) for them, did T ever 
fail to ſend you your Money next morning? Ma- 
dam, ſaid the Merchant, *tis true ; but this very 
Day I have occafion for the Money. There, ſaid 
the, throwing the Stuff to him; ate your Stuff; 
may God c—f—d you and all the Merchants that 
are: you are, all of you, of one Kidney; you re- 
ſpec? nobody. This faid, the roſe in a Paſſion 
and walked out. ; | 


Scheherazade, perceiving Day, diſcontinued 


the Story till the next Night, that ſhe proceeded 
as follows : 


CXXXIIIL. NIGHT. 


THE Chriſtian Merchant contiaged his 
: Story thus: When I ſaw, ſaid the young 
Man, that the Lady walked off, I found in 

my 
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my Breaſt a great Concern for her; ſo I called 
her back, ſaying, Madam, do me the Favour to 
return; perhaps, I can find a way to content 
you both. In fine, back ſhe came, ſaying, 
*twas for the Love of me that ſhe complied. 


Mr. Bedreddiu, ſaid I to the Merchant, what do 


you ſay you mult have for this Stuff that be- 
longs to me. I muſt have, ſaid he, eleven hun- 
dred Drams ; I can't take leſs. Give it to the 


Lady then, faid I, let her take it home with 


her, I allow a hundred Drams Profit to your 
ſelf, and ſhall now write you a Note impower— 
ing you to diſcount that Sum upon the other 
Goods you have of mine. In fine, I wrote, 
ſign'd and deliver'd the Note; and then handed 
the Stuff to the Lady. Madam, faid I, you 
may take the Stuff with you, and as for the Mo- 
ney, you may either ſend it to-morrow or next 
day; Or if you will, accept the Stuff as a Pre- 


— 


ſent from me. I beg your pardon, Sir, ſaid ſhe, 


I mean nothing of that; you uſe me ſo very 


civilly and obligingiy, that!] ought never to ſhew 
my Face in the World again, if I did not ſheyy 
my Gratitude to you. May God reward you, 
in inlarging your Fortune: may you live many 
Years when I am dead; may the Gate of 
Heaven be opened to you when you remove to 
the other World, and may all the City proclaim 
your Generolity. 

Theſe words inſpired me with ſome As 


ſurance. Madam, ſaid I, I defire no other 


Reward for what Service I have done you, 


than the Happineſs of ſeeing your Face; that 
will repay me with Intereſt. I had no ſooner 
ſpoke, than ſhe turned towards me, took off 
the Muſlin that covered her Face, and diſco- 
vered to my Eyes a killing Beauty, 1 * 
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ſo {truck with the ſurprizing Sight, that I could 
not expreſs my Thoughts to her. I could have 
look d upon her for ever, without being cloy'd ; 

but fearing any one ſhould take notice, ſhe quick- 
ly covered her Face, and pulling down the Crape, 
took up the piece of Stuff, and went away, leav- 
ing me in a quite different ſort of Temper tron! 


what I was in, when I came to the Shop. I 


continued for ſome time in great Diſorder and Per- 
plexity. Before I took leave of the Merchant, J 
ask'd him if he knew the ] 55 3 ves, faid he, 
ſhe's the Daughter of an Emir, who left her an 
immenſe Fortune at his denk. 

went home, and fat gown to ſupper, but 


could not eat; neither could | ſhur my Eyes all 


Night long: I thought it the longeſt Night in 
my Life-time. As Son as it was Day, | got up, 


in hopes to ſee once more the Object, chat dit 


turb'd my Repoſe ; and to engage her Aﬀec- 


tion, 1 dreſe'd Ty felf yet mor © nicely than I had 


done the day before. 


Scheherazade cet? Day, ſtopt here; but 


went on next Night as follows : 


CXXXIV. NIGHT. 


5 * the young Bagdad Merchant recounting 


his Adventures to the Chriſtian Merchant, 
continued thus; J had but juſt got, ſaid he, to 


Bedreddins Shop, when I ſaw the Lady coming 


in more magnificent Apparel than before, and 
attended by her Slave. When ſhe came in, the 
did not mind the Merchant, but addrefſing her 
ſelf to me, Sir, faid the you ſee I am punctual 
to my word. I am come on purpoſe to pay 


the Sum you were ſo kind as to paſs your Word 


tor 
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for yeſterday, tho' you had no Knowledge of 
me: Such an uncommon piece of Generolity [ 


ſhall never forget. Madam, ſaid I, you had no 


occaſion to be ſo baſty: I was very well ſatisfied 
as to my Money, and am ſorry you ſhould put 
Your ſelf ro fo much trouble about it. I hid been 
very mae anſwered the, if I had abuſed your 


Generolity. With theſe words the clapt the Mo- 


ney into wy Hand, and fat down by me. 
Having this Opportunity of converiing with 
her, I made the beſt uſe of it, and im entioned to 
her the Love { had for her; but ſhe roſe and 
left me very! Avrupdy, 2s it the had been angry 
Ait the Declaration I had made. I followed 
her with my Eyes as long as ſhe was in light; 


and as ſoon as ſhe was out of ſight, I took leave 


. ' 6 | 


of the Merchant and waged 2 Out of the Bezeſtein, 
without knowing where I went. I was muſing 
upon this Adventure, when I felt ſomebody 
pulling me behind: And turning about to ice 
who it was, I had the agreeable furprizal to per- 
ceive *twas the Lady's Slave. My Mittreſs, ſaid 
the Slave, I mean the young Lady you ſpoke with 
but now in a Merchant's Shop, wants to ſpeak 
one word with you; ſo if you pleaſe to give 
your ſelf the trouble to follow me, Tl! conduct 
you. Accordingly I followed her, and found my 
Nliſtreſs ſtaying tor me in a Banker's Shop. 

She made me fit down by her, and ſpoke to 
this purpoſe. Dear Sir, ſaid ſhe, don't be 
furprized that I left you ſo abruptly. I 
thought it not proper before that Merchant 
to give a favourable Anſwer to the Diſcove- 
ry yOu made of your Affection to me. But 
to ſpeak the truth, I was fo far from being 
offended at it, chat 1 Was pleaſed when I heard 


it; 


— 
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it; and account my ſelf infinitely happy in hay- 


ing a Man of your Merit for my Lover. I do 


not know what impreſſion the firſt Sight of me 
could make upon you ; but I aflure you, I no 
ſooner ſaw you than I had tender thoughts of 


you. Since yeſterday I have done nothing but 
thought of what you ſaid to me; and the haſte. 


made to come and find you our this Morning, 
may convince you [| have no {mall regard for 
you. Madam, faid I, traniported wiin Love 
and Joy, nothing can be more agreeable to me 
than what I now hear. No Pailion can be 
greater than that with which I love you, ſince 
the happy moment I caſt my Eyes upon you; 


my Eyes were then dazzled with ſo many 


Charms, that my Heart yielded without reſiſ- 
tance: Do not let us trite away the Time in 


_ needleſs Diſcourſe, ſaid ſhe, interrupting me: 1 


make no doubt of your Sinccrity, and you ſhall 
quickly be convinced of mine. Will you do 
me the Honour to come to my home? Or if 
you will, Til come to yours. Madam, faid I, 
I'm a Stranger lodged in a Khan, which is not a 


proper place for the Reception of a Lady of 


your Quality and Merit, 
Here the approach of Day interrupted Sche- 

| herazade; but the next Morning the continued 

thus. | : 


* 


CXXXV. NIGHT. 


T1 more proper, Madam, ſaid the young 

Bagdad Merchant to his Sweet- heart; 
"tis more proper for me to come to you 
at your own home, if you'll pleaſe to tell 
me where it is. The Lady complying with 
his Deſire; I ve, ſaid ſhe, in Devotion- 
8 Street; 
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Street; come next Friday after Noou-Prayers, 
and ask for the Houſe of Abbon Schamma, 
ſirnamed Bercout, late Maſter of the Emirs ; 
there you'll find me. This ſaid, we parted, and 
I paſſed the next Day in great Impatience. 

On Friday, I got up betimes and put on 
my beſt .Clothes, with Fifty Pieces of Gold in 1745 
my Pocket. Thus prepared, I mounted an 1 
Aſs I had beſpoke the Day before, and ſer. 300 
out, accompanied by the Man that let me the 1 


Aſs. When we came to Devotion. ſtreet, | di- | kl 
rected the Owner of the Aſs to enquire for the « FRM 
Houſe I wanted to be at. Accordingly he en- p18 


quired and conducted me thicher. I paid him hz pM 
liberally, and ſent him back; directing him to 1 

obſerve narrowiy where he left me, and not to 4 
fail to come back with the Aſs to-morrow ; 
Morning, to carry me back again. 

[ knocked at the Door, and preſently two lit- 
tle Girl-Slaves white as ſnow, and neatly dreſ- 
{ed, came and open'd it. Be pleaſed to come in, 
Sir, ſaid they, my Miſtreſs expects you impatient- 
ly; Theſe two days ſhe has ſpoke of nothing but 
you. So I enter'd the Court, and ſaw a great 
Pavilion raiſed upon ſever Steps, and {urround- 
ed with Iron Rails that parted it from a very 
pleaſant Garden. Beſides the Trees which im- 
belliſhed the Proſpect, and forced an agrecable 
Shade, there was an infinite Number of other 
Trees loaded with all manner of Fruit. I was 
charmed with the Warbling ofa great Number of 
Birds, that join'd their Notes to the murmurings 
of a very high Water-work, in the middle of a 
Ground-Plot enamel'd with Flowers. This Wa- 
terwork was à very agrecable ſight; Four large 
gilded Dragons adorned the Angles of the 
Baſin, which was of a ſquare Form; and _ 

ra- 


186 ARABIAN NIGHTS 


Dragons ſpouted out Water clearer than Rock 
Cryſtal. This delicious Place gave me a charn:- 
ing Idea of the Conqueſt I had made. The two 
little Slaves conducted me into a Parlour magni- 
ficently furniſh'd, and while one of em went to 
acquaint her Miſtreſs with my Arrival, the 


other tarried with me, and pointed out to me 
the Ornaments of the Hall. 


At this Period, Scheherazade diſcontinued her 
Story, upon the Appearance of Day; and Schah- 


7727 got up, curious to know what the young 
Badadeſe would do in the Lady's Parlour. The 
next Morning the Sultaneſs gratified the Sultan's 


Curiofity, by purſuing the ſequel of the Story in 
the tollowing manner. 


CXXXVI. NIGHT. 


: SIR. the Chriſtian Merchant continued his 
Diſcourſe to the Sultan of Caſgar to this 
purpoſe. I did not tarry long in the Hall, ſaid 
the Young Man of Bagdad, till the Lady I lov- 
ed appeared, adorned with Pearls and Diamonds; 
but rhe Splendor of her Eyes did far out-ſhine 
that of her Jewels. Her Shapes, which were 
now not diſguiſed by the Habit uſual in the 
Streets, were extreme fine and charming. I need 
not mention with what Joy we received one 
another; that leaves all Expreſſion far behind it. 
J ſhall only tell you, that when the firſt Com- 
pliments were over, we ſat both down upon a 
Sofa, and there entertained one another with ail 
imaginable Satisfaction. After that, we had the 
moſt delicious Mefles ſerved up to us; and after 
eating, continued our Diſcourſe till Night. At 
Night we had excellent Wine brought up, and 
ſuch Fruit as is apt to promote Drinking; nd 
time 
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timed our Cups to the Sound of muſical Inſtru- 
ments, joined to the Voices of the Slaves. The 
Lady of the Houſe ſung her felt, and by her 
Songs ſcrew'd up my Pafhon to the height. In 
fine, I paſſed the Night in a full Enjoyment of 
all manner of Pleaſure. | 


Next Morning I fſlip'd under the Bolſter of 


the Bed the Purſe with the fifty Pieces of Gold 
] had brought with me, and took leave of the 
Lady, who asked me when I would ſee her 


again. Madam, ſaid I, I give you my Promiſe to 


return this Night. She ſeem'd to be tranſportea 
with my Anſwer, and, conducting me to the 


Door, conjured me at parting to be mindful of 


my Promiſe. 
The ſame Man that had carried me thither, 
waited for me with his Aſs to carry me home 
again; ſo I mounted the Aſs, and went ftrait 
home; ordering the Man to come to me again 
in the Afternoon at a certain Hour, to ſecure 
which, I would not pay him till that time came. 
As ſoon as I arrivd at my Lodging, my firſt 
Care was to order my Folks to buy a good 
Lamb, and ſeveral forts of Cakes, which I ſent 
by a Porter as a Preſent to the Lady. When 
that was done, I minded my ſerious Affairs till 
the Owner of the Aſs came. Then I went along 
with him to the Lady's Houſe, and was receiv'd 
by her with as much Joy as before, and enter- 
tain'd with equal Magnificence. | 
Next Morning I took leave, and left her 
another Purſe with fifty Pieces of Gold: But 
Scheherazade perceiving Day, gave notice of it 
to the Sultan, who thereupon roſe without ſay- 


ing one Word. Next Night ſhe went on with 


her Story as follows. 


CXXXVIL 
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CAASVHE. MEOH. 


S1 the Young Man of Bag dad, continued 
— the Chriſtian Merchant to the Sultan of 
Caſgar, went on to this purpoſe. I continued, 


ſaid he, to viſit the Lady every day, and to 
leave her every time a Purſe with fifty Pieces 


of Gold, till the Merchants, whom 1 employed 
to ſell my Cloth, and whom [ viſited regularly 
twice a Week; I continued theſe chargeable 
Viſits, I fay, till the Merchants owed me no- 


thing. And in ſhort, I came at laſt to be mo- 


neyleſs, and hopeleſs of having any more. 
In this deſperate Condition I walked out of 
my Lodging, not knowing what Courſe to take; 
and by chance ſteered towards the Caſtle, where 
there was a great Croud of People to ſee the 
Sultan of Egypt. As ſoon as I came up to them, 
J wedged in among the Croud ; and by chance 


happened to ſtand by a Cavalier well mounted, 


and handſomely cloth'd, who had upon the Bow 
of his Saddle a Bag, half open, with a String of 
Green Silk hanging out of it. I clap'd my Hand 
to the Bag, concluding the Siik-Twiſt might be 
the String of a Purſe within the Bag : In the 
mean time a Porter with a Load of Wood up- 
on his Back paſſed by the other tide of the Horle 


ſo near, that the Gentleman on horſeback was 


forc'd to turn his Head towards him, to avoid 
the being rubb'd hy the Wood. In that very 
Minute did the Devil tempt me; I took the 


String in one Hand, and with the other laid 


open the Mouth of the Bag, and ſo pull'd our 


the Purſe fo dextroutly, that no body perceiv'd 


it. The Purſe was heavy, and ſo I did not 
doubt but there was Gold or Silver in it. 1 
| 8 
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As ſoon as the Porter had paſs'd, the Cava- 
lier, who probably had ſome ſuſpicion of what 
J had done while his Head was turned, pre- 
ſently put his Hand to his Bag , and finding his 
Purſe was gone, gave me ſuch a Blow, that he 
knocked me down. This Violence thocked all 
that ſaw it, ſome took hold of the Horle's Bridle 
to ſtop the Gentleman, and know of him what 
Reaſon he had to beat me, or how he came 
to treat a Muſſulman after that rate. Do not 
you teouble your ſelves, ſaid he with a brisk Tone, 
I had reaſon enough for what I did; this Fellow 
is a Thief, In fine, every one took my part, 
and cried he was a Lyar, for that it was incredible, 
a young Man, ſuch as I, ſhould be guilty of to 
foul an Action; but while they were holding 
his Horſe by the Bridle to favour my Eſcape; 
unfortunately came by the Juſticiary Judge, who 
ſeeing ſuch a Croud about the Gentleman on 
horſeback and me, came up and asked what 
the matter was. Every body there reflected on 
tne Gentleman for treating me {o unjuſtly upon 
the Pretence of Robbery. 

The Judge did not give ear to all that was ſaid 
on my behalf; but asked the Cavalier if he ſuſ- 
pected any body elſe beſides me? The Cavalier 
told him he did not, and gave his Reaſons why 
he believed his Suſpicion not to be ground- 
leſs. Upon this the Judge order'd his Fol- 
lowers to ſeize me, and ſearch me, which they 
preſently did; and finding the Purie upon me, 
expoſed it to the View of all the Peopte. 
The Shame was ſo great, I could not bear it, 
but I ſwooned away. In the mean time the Judge 
called for the Purſe. _ GE 

But I ſee, ſaid Scheherazade, it is Day; if 
your Majeſty will let me live till to-morrow; 

you 
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you ſhall hear the Sequel of the Story. Then 
Schahriar got up, deſigning to gratify his Cu- 
ioliry by hearing the reſt next Night. 


CXXXVIII. NIGHT. 


& þ Owards the cloſe of the next Night, the Sul- 
taneſs addreſſed Schabriar thus. Sir, the 
Young Man of Bagdad purſuing his Story: When 
the judge, ſaid he, had got the Purſe in his Hand, 
he asked the Horſeman if it was his, and how much 
Money was in it. The Cavalier knew it to be 
his own, and aſſured the Judge he had put twenty 
Sequins into it. Upon that the Judge called 
me befare him; Come Young Man, ſaid he, 
confeſs the Truth: Was it you that took the 
Gentleman's Purſe from him? Do not put your 
{elf to the trouble of Torture to extort Confeſſion. 
Then I looked down with my Eyes, thinking 
within my ſelf, that if I denied the Fact, they find 
ing the Purſe about me would convict me of 
a- Lye; ſo, to avoid a double Puniſhment, 1 
look'd up and confeſsd it was I had no ſooner 
made the Confeſſion than the Judge call'd People 
to witneſs it, and order'd my {12nd to be cut 
of. This hard Sentence was put in execution 
immediately upon the ſpot, to the great Regret 
of all the Spectators; nay, I obſerv'd, by the 
Cavalier's Countenance, that he was moved 
with pity as much as the ret. The Judge 
would likewiſe have order'd my Foot to be 
cut off, but I begg'd the Cavalier to inter- 
cede for my Perce which he did, and ob- 
tain'd it. 
When the judge was gone, the Cavalier 
came up to me, and holding out the Purſe, 1 


ſee plainly, faid he, that tuas Neteſſity put 
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ou upon an Action ſo diſgraceful and unworthy 
of ſuch a handſome young Man as you are. Here 
rake that fatal Purſe, I freely give it you, and am 
heartily ſorry for the misfortune you have under- 
gone. I his ſaid, he went away; and | being very 
weak by realon of my Loſs of Blood, fume ot 
the good People that lived that way, had the 
Charity to carry me into one of their Houles, 
and gave me a Glaſs of Wine; they likewiſe 
drefled my Arm, and wrapp'd up the diſ- 
member'd Hand in a Cloth. 

If I had return'd to the Khan where I lodg- 
_ed, 1 ſhould not have found there ſuch Relief 
as | wanted; and to offer to go to the young 
Lady's was running a great Hazard, it being likely 
ihe would not look upon me after ſuch an intamous 
thing had befallen me. However, I reſolved to 
put it to the Tryal; and to tire out the Croud that 
tolowed me, I turned down ſeveral By-Streets, 
and at laſt arrived at my Lady's very weak, and ſo 
much fatigu'd that I preſently threw my {elf down 
upon a Sofa, keeping my right Arm under my Coat, 
for 1 took great care to conceal my Misfortune. 

In the mean time the Lady, hearing of my 
Arrival, and that I was not well, came to me 
m all haſte; Ay dear Soul, ſaid ſhe, what's 
the matter with you? Madam, ſaid I, I have 
got a violent Paix in my Head. The Lady 
ſeem'd to be mightily afflicted with my pre- 
tended Illneſs, and asked me to {it down, for 
I had got up to receive her. Tell me, ſaid ſhe, 
how your Illneſs came: The laſt Time I had 
the pleaſure to ſee you, you were very well. 
There muſt be ſomething elſe that you conceal 
from me, prithee let me know what it is. I ſtood 
ſilent, and inſtead of an Anſwer, Tears trickled 
down my Checks. I cant conceive, ſaid ſhe, 
"an what 
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| hat it is that afflidts you. Have I given Yo t 
any Occaſion to be uneaſy? Or do you come on pur- | {; 
Poſe to tell me you do not love me. *Tis not that, | 0 


Madam, ſaid I, fetching a deep ſigh; your unjuſt 
ſuſpicion is an Addition to my Evil. v 
[ could not think of diſcovering to her the. n 
true Cauſe. When Night came, Supper was A 
brought, andthe preſs'd me to eat, but confider- | b 
fc 


' 

1 

5 

i 

* 

5 
p 
i2 
(2 
« * H 


EE TIRED EI ends 


ing I could only feed myſelf with my Left Hand, 
I begg'd to be excus'd upon the Plea of having no 


Stomach. Pour Stomach vill come to you, ſaid | p! 
ſhe, if you world but diſcover what you ſo obſti- N 
nately hide from me. Your Inappetency, withou: 9 
doubt, is only owing to the Averſion you have to + 1 
Diſcovery. Alas! Madam, ſaid I, I find I m | N 
diſcover at laſt. I had no ſooner ſpoke theſe ne 
Words, than ſhe filled me a Cup full of Wine; th 
Drink that, ſaid ſhe, 'tvill give you Aſſurance. So | F. 
I reach'd out my Left Hand, and took the Cup. 1 
Here the Appearance of Day diſcontinued | an 
Scheherazade's Story, but the next Night ſhe 1 A 
purſued the Sequel thus. . 
| [-: 78 
CxXXIX. NIGHT. | ze 
| : | th 
W HEN I had got the Cup in my Hand, 1 2 
ſaid the young Man, I redoubled my | e 
Tears and Sighs. Why do you ſigh and cry th 
fo bitterly ? ſaid the Lady; Ana why do you ne 
take the Cup with your left Hand, rather a 
than your right! Ah! Madam, ſaid I, ex- 2 
cuſe me, ] beſeech you ; I have got a Swelling, he; 
in my rizht Hand. Let me ſee that Swelling. the 
ſaid-ſhe, III open it. I deſired to be excuſed upon | {þ 
that head, alledging the Tumor was not ripe the 
enough for opening; and drank the Cup-ful, N 
which was very large. In fine, the Streams of ' 


the 
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the Wine, joined to my weakneſs and wearineſs, 
ſer me aſleep, and I ſlept very found till next 
morning. . 

In the mean time, the Lady, curious to know 
what Ailment I had in my Right Hand, lifted vp 
my Coat that covered it; and ſaw, to her great 
Aſtoniſhment that it was cut off, and that I had 


brought it along with me wrapp'd up in a Cloth. 


She preſently apprehended what was my Reaſon 
for declining a Diſcovery, notwithſtanding all the 
preſſing Inſtances the made; and paſſed the whole 
Night in the greateſt Uneaſineſs upon my Dit- 
grace, which ſhe concluded had been occaſion'd 
by the Love I bore to her. | 

When I waked, I diſcerned by her Counte- 


nance, that ſhe was extremely grieved. However, 


that ſhe might not increaſe my Uneaſineſs, ſhe 
ſaid ne'er a word. She call'd for Jelly Broth of 
Fowl, which ſhe had order'd to be got ready, 
and made me car and drink to recruit my Strength, 


After that, I ofer'd to take leave of her, but ſhe. 


declar'd I ſhould not go out of her doors: Tho? 
you tell me nothing of the matter, ſaid the, T am 
perſuaded I am the Cauſe of the misfortune 
that is befallen you. Tie Grief that I feel 


upon that ſcore vill quickly rake an end of 


me; but, before 1 die, I mit do one thing, 
that is defigned for our advantage. She had 
no ſooner faid the word, chan ſhe called for 
a publick Notary and Witneſſes, and ordered 
a Writing to be drawn up, intitling me to 
her whole Eſtate. After this was done, and 
the Men diſpatch'd, fhe open'd a large Trunk, 
where lay all the Purſes had given her from 
the Commencement of our Amours. There 
are they all entire, ſaid the, I have not touch d 
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0 
The Story told by the Sultan of Caſgar's i 

Purveyor. þ 
8 IR, a Perſon of Quality invited me yeſterday | / 

to, his Daughter's Wedding; accordingly | 

went to his Houſe at the Hour appointed, and 1 2 
found there a large Company of Doctors, Mini- 1 * 
ſters of Juſtice, and others of the beſt Quality : 


in the City. After the Ceremony was over, we 
had a ſplendid Treat, and, among other things q 
ſet upon. the Table, there was 4 Courlfe 
with Garlick Sauce, which indeed was very 
delicious, and palatable to every body: Only we Þ 
obſerved that one of the Gueſts did not offer to 1 +» 
touch it, tho' it ſtood juſt before him, and there- 
upon we invited him to do as we did. But he N 
conjured us not to preſs him upon that Head : 6 
T'll take care, (aid he, not to touch any thing that p 
has Garlick in it; I remember well what | t 
the Taſting of ſuch a thing coſt me once be- ſ 1 
fore, We intreated him to tell us what was the 1 3 
Occaſion of his ſo ſtrong Averſion to Garlick: a 
But before he had time to make anſwer; 1s } 
it thus, ſaid the Maſter of the Houle, tha: 
you honow my Table? This Ragoo is exce!- 
lent, do not you pretend to be excus'd from 
eating of it; you muſt do me that Favour as 
well as the reſt, Sir, {aid the Gentleman, 
who was a Bagdad Merchant, 1 hope you do 
not think I refuſe to eat of it, out of a miſta- 
ken Nicety; if you will have me eat of it, 1 
will do it; but ffill upon this Condition, that Wl 
after eating of it IT may wa my Hands, with 
. „ your. good. Leave, fort 
Fu is cal 4 In 8 12 9 Kell. bor 
Elin, Salt wort. tines nore with the wi 
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F the ſame Plant, and forty times again with 
Soap. 1 hope you will not take it ill That I ſti- 
pulate this Condition, in purſuance of au Oath I 
have made never to 92 Garlic a without ob- 
ſerving it. 

Scheherazaae, perceiving Day, ſtopped here, 
and fo Schahriar roſe with a Curioli ty to know 
why the Merchant had ſworn to waſh himſelf 
120 times after eating of a Ragoo with Garlick. 
Towards the Cioſe of the next Night, the Sul. 
taneſs ſatisfied his Curioſity in the following 


Words: 


CxLI. NIGHT. 


IE Maſter of the Houſe, continned the 
Purveyor of the Sultan of Ca/zar, 
not difpenſe with the Merchant from eating of 
the Ragoo with Garlicks and theretore order- 
ed his Servant to get ready a Baſon with Wa- 
ter, together with Alcali, the Aſhes of t the ſame 
Plant, and Soap, that the Merchant might Wali 
as often as he pleas d. When every thing was 
got ready, No, ſaid he to the Merchans bs 1 hope 
you'll do as wwe db. 
The Merchant, diſpleas'd with the Violence that 
was offer'd him, reach'd our his Hand, and took 


up a Bit, which he put to his Mouth trembling, 


3 1 4 
V6 Uu . 


and ear with a Reluctany that ſurpriz'd us all. | 


But the greateſt Surprizal of all was, that he had 
only four Fingers and no Thumb, which none of 
us obſerv'd before, tho' he had eat of other Diſhes, 
You have loft your Thumb, ſaid the Maſter of the 
Houſe, - how came that ba It muſt have been 
occaſioned by ſome extraordinary Accident: A 
Relation of which will be agreeable Entertain- 
ment to the Company. Sir, replied the Mer- 
I 3 chant, 
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longer, that J till made her believe the Mer- 
chants, that could furniſh what ſhe wanted, were 
not yet come. 

I was then no leſs charmed with her Wit, than 
had been before with the Beauty of her Face; 
but there was a Neceſſity of denying my ſelf the 
Pleaſure of her Converſation. I run out to ſee 
for the Stuffs ſhe wanted, and after ſhe had pirch'd 
upon what ſhe liked, we ſtruck the Price at 5000 
Drams of coin'd Silver; fo I wrapp'd up the 
Stuffs in a ſmall Bundle, and gave it to the Eu- 
nuch, who put it under his Arm. This done, ſhe 
roſe and took leave. I ſtill continued to look af- 
ter her till ſhe was got at the Begeſtein Gate, and 


mounted her Mule again. 
4 


The: Lady had no. ſooner” diſappeared,” than 


J perceiv'd that Love is the Cauſe of great 
Overhghts. It had ſo ingrofs'd all my Thoughts, 
that truly I did not mind that ſhe went off 
#irhout paying the Money, neither had I the 
Conſideration to ask who the was, or where ſhe 
dwelr. However, I conlidered I was accounta- 
ble for a Jarge Sum to the Merchants, who, per- 
haps, would nut have the patience to ſtay for 
their Money: And ſo [ went to them and made 
the beſt Excuſe I could, pretending that I knew 
the Lady; and then came home again equally 
affected with Love, and with the Burden of ſuch 
a heavy Debr. | 

Scheherazade had no ſooner ſpoke theſe Words, 
than Day appear'd: But the next Night ſhe pro- 
ceeded as follows. 


XLII. NIGHT. 


JHAD defired my Creditors, continued 


the Merchant, to ſtay eight Days for their 
Money ; 
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Money ; and when the eight Days were paſt, they 
did not fail to dun me. Then I intreated them 
to give me eight Days more, which they agreed 
to; and the very next Day | ſaw the Lady come 
to the Bezeſtein, mounted on her Mule with the 
ſame Atrendants as before, and exactly at the 
{ame Hour of the Day. | = 

She came ſtreight to my Shop. I have made 
you ſtay ſome time, {aid the, but here's your Money 
at laſt; carry me to a Banker, and ſee it is all good. 
The Eunuch, who brought me the Money, went 
along with me to the Banker's, and we found it 
very right. Then | came back again, and had 
the Happineis of converſing with the Lady till all 
the Shops of the Bezeſtein were open. Tho' we 
talk'd but of ordinary things, ſhe gave them ſuch 
a Turn, that they appear'a new and uncom- 
mon; and convinc'd me that I was not miſtaken 
in admiring ber Wit, when 1 converted with 
her. „ 

As ſoon as the Merchants were come and had 
opened their Shops, 1 carried to the reſpective 
Men the Money that was due for their Stuffs, 
and was readily intruited with more, which the 
Lady had deſired to ſee. In ſhort, the Lady 
took Stufts to the Value of 1000 Pieces of Gold, 
and carried them away again without paying for 
them; nay, without ſaying one Word, or giving 
me to know who ſhe was. I was aſtoniſh'd, 
when I conſidered that at this rate ſhe left me 
without any Securi y, of not being troubled if 
the never came again. She has paid me, thinks 
I to my ſelf, a good round Sum; but ſhe leaves 
me in the lurch for another that runs much 
deeper. Sure, ſhe can't be a Cheat; it is not 
poſſible the can N any ſuch Deſign as to 
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Take your Weigi e, and weigh the 
Gold i have brovght you. Thee words difpell'd 
* Love „Before WE 

old down the Money, the asked me ſeveral 
Quettions and particularly it 1 was married. I 
made anſwer, [ never was. Then reaching Out 
the Gold to the Eunuch, let's have Lu interpoſi- 
tion, ſaid ſhe, to accommodate our Xlatters: p- 
on which the Eunuch feil a lau- hung; and Ca ng 
me aide, made me weigh the Gold. While f 
was weighing the Gold, the Eunuch whiſpered in 


b 
my Pear, and inflamed en 


7 > 2 o * | 7 . ov 1 
my Ear, 1 know by your Eyes you love this Lady, 
id Fm ſurpriz'd to find that yo u have not the 
{> Þ& 1 = ; TIE 1 ., 5 
A{jHirance to G1{Cic He your Love to her. Sbe loves 
AY * 
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; Xp PI WT 3 Np 
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imagine that s Bas 4 ally real occalion fOr e 
Stuffss She only makes an Errand to come e hi- 
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weill be your OWn 2 Fault only, if you d do not mar- 
ry her. Tis true, ſaid 1; Revs had a Love for 
er from the firſt moment that I caſt my Eyes 
upon her; but I durſt not afpire to the 1. 
pineſs of thinking my Love acceptable to her. 
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the Califf's Lady, that ſhe has caſt her Eyes upon 
you, and deſired her Conſent. Zobeide told her 
the agreed to it, only ſhe had a mind to ſee you 
11-{t, in order to judge if the had made a good 
Choice; the which, if ſhe had, Zobeide meant 
to defray the Charges of the Wedding. Thus 
you fee your Felicity is certain, ſince you have 
pleaſed the Favourite, you'll be equally agreeable 
to the Miſtreſs who ſeeks only to oblige her Fa- 
vourite, and would by no means thwart her in- 
clination. In fine, all you have to do is to come 
to the Palace. I am ſent hither to call you, ſo 
you'll pleaſe to come to ja Reſolution. My Re- 
ſolve is formed already, ſaid I, and Fm ready to 
follow you whitherſoever you pleaſe to conduct 
me. Very well, ſaid the Eunuch ; but you know 
Men are not allowed to enter the Ladies Apart- 
ments in the Palace, and fo you muſt be intro- 
duced with great Secrecy. The Favourite Lady 
has contrived the matter very well. Upon your 
fide, you are to act your Part, and that very diſ- 
creetly; for if you do not, your Life is at ſtake. 

[ gave him repeated Aſſurances of a punctual 
Performance of whatever ſhould be injoined me. 
Then, ſaid he, in the Evening you muſt be at 
the Moſque built by the Calift's Lady on the 
Bank of the Tigris, and ſtay there till one comes 
to call you. I agreed to all he propoſed ; and af- 
ter paſſing the Day in great Impatience, went in 
the Evening to the Prayer that's ſaid an Hour and 
a half after Sun-ſet in the Moſque, and there I 
ſtayed after all the People were gone. 

Soon after I ſaw a Boat making up to the 
Moſque, the Rowers of which were all Eunuchs, 
who came on ſhore and put ſeveral large Trunks 
into the Moſque, and then retired ; only one of 
them ſtaid behind, whom I perceived to be the 

» ame 
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ſame Eunuch that had all along accompanied the: 


Lady, and had been with me that Morning. 
Much about the ſame time I faw the Lady enter 
the Moſque ; and making up to her, told her [ 
was ready to obey her Orders. Come, come, 
ſaid ſhe, we have no time to loſe; with that, 
ſhe opened one of the Trunks, and bid me get 
into it, that being neceſſary both for her Safety 
and mine. Fear nothing, added the, leave the 
Management of all to me. I confider'd with 
my ſelf, I had gone too far to look back; and 
ſo obey'd her Orders, upon which ſhe locked 
the Trunk. This done, the Eunuch that was 
her Confidant, called the other Eunuchs who 
had brought in the Trunks, and order'd 'em to 
carry them on board again. 'Then the Lady and 


Eunuch 1e-imbarqued, and the Boat-men row'd. 


to Zobeid?'s Apartment. 

In the mean time I reflected very ſeriouſly up- 
on the danger to which I had expos'd my ſelf; 
and made Vows and Prayers, tho' it was then too 
late. 

The Boat put into the Palace-Gate, and the 
Trunks were carried into the Apartment of the 
Officer of the Eunuchs, who keeps the Key of 
the Ladies Apartments, and ſuffers nothing to en- 
ter without a narrow Inſpection: The Officer 
was then in bed, and ſo there was a neceſſity of 
calling him up. —— But now, Sir, ſaid Schehera- 
zade, I fee *tis Day; upon which Schahriar roſe 
to hold a Council, reſolving to hear the reſt of 
the Story next Night. 
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Day appearing, Scheherazade ſtopt; but car- 
ried on her Story next Night as follows: 


CXLVI. NIGHT. 


WIH E N Zobeide's Favourite, continued the 

Bagdad Merchant, ſaw that the Califf would 
needs have the Trunk open'd, where I lay: As 
for this Trunk, ſaid ſhe, your Majeſty will pleaſe 
to diſpenſe with the opening of it, there are ſome 
things in it which I can't ſhew you without your 
Lady be by. Well, well, ſaid the Califf, ſince it 
is fo, I am ſatisfied; order the Trunks to be car- 


ried away. The word was no ſooner ſpoke, 


than the Trunks were moved into her Chamber, 
where I began to come to lite again. 

As ſoon as the Eunuchs, who had brought 
them, were gone, ſhe preſently opened the Trunk 
where I was priſoner. Come out, ſaid the, go up 
theſe Stairs that lead to an upper Room, and ſtay 
there till I come. The Door which led to the 
Stairs ſhe lock'd aſter J was in; and that was 
no ſooner done, than the Caiiff came and clap- 
ped him down upon the very Trunk where I 
had been. The occation of this Viſit was a mo- 
tion of Curioſity that did not reſpect me. He 
had a mind to diſcourſe the Lady about what 


ſhe had ſcen or heard in the City. So they diſ- 


courſed together a pretty while; and then he 
left her, and retired to his Apartment. | 
When ſhe found the Coaſt clear, the came 
to the Chamber where I was, and made ma- 
ny Apologies for the Alarms ſhe had given 
me. My Uneaſineſs, ſaid ſhe, was no leſs than 
yours, you Can't well doubt of that, fince I 
have run the ſame tisk out of love to you; 


perhaps 
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perhaps another Perſon would not have had the 
Preſence of Mind to manage Matters fo dextrouſly, 
upon ſo tender an Occaſion : nothing leſs than the 
Lowe I had for you, could have inſpired me with 
Courage to do it, But come, take heart, now the 
Danger is over, After ſome tender Diſcourſe 
between us, ſhe told me ir was time to go to Bed, 

and that ſhe would not fail to introduce me to 
Zobeide her Miſtreſs, to-morrow ſome Hour of 


the Day; For the Califf never ſees her, added ſhe, ' 


a-nights. Heartned by theſe Words, I ſlept 
very well; or at leaſt whatever Interruptions 
happen'd to my Sleep, were agreeable Dit- 
quietings, cauſed: by the Hopes of enjoying a 
Lady that was bleſt with ſuch ſparkling Wit and 
Beauty. 

The next diy, before I was introduced to 
Zobeide, her e jnſtructed me how to be- 
have before her, naming much the ſame Queſti- 
ons as the put to me; and dictating the Anſwers 
] was to give. This Cane, ſe carried me into 
a very magnificent and richly furnith'd Hall: I 
Was no, ſooner entred, than twenty She-Slaves, 
in rich and uniform Habics: came out of Zobeide's 
Apartment, and placed themiclves very modeltly 
before the Throne in two equal Rows; they were 
followed by twenty other Ladies, that looked 
younger, and were clothed after the fame man- 
ner, only their Habit appe dared ſomewhat gayer. 
In the middle of theſe appeared Zobeide with a 
majeſtick Air, and ſo loaded with Jewels, that 
ſhe could ſcarce walk. Then Zobeide went and 
fat down on the Throne, and the favourite 
Lady, who had accompanied her, juſt by her 
on her Right Hand; the other Ladies being 
placed at {ome diltance on each fide of the 
Throne. 
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ſhoved me off, and cried out moſt fearfully ; up- 
on which all the Ladies of the Apartment came 
running into the Chamber, to know what the 
cried for: And for my own part, I was ſo thun- 
der-ftruck, that I ſtood like a Poſt, without the 
Power of ſo much as asking what ſhe meant by it. 
Dear Siſter, ſaid they to her, what is the matter? 
Let us know it, that we may try to relieve you. 
Take, ſaid ſhe, tate out of my fight that vile Fel- 
low. Why, Madam, ſaid I, wherein have I de- 
ſerved your Diſpleaſure ? You're a Villain, (aid ſhe 
with furious Paſſion, what to eat Garlick, and 
not waſh your Hands. D'ye think I'd ſuffer ſuch 
a fiithy Fellow to touch me? Down with him, 
down with him upon the Ground, continued ſhe, 
addreſſing her ſelf to the Ladies; aud pray let 
mne have a good Bulls Pixzle. In ſhort, I 
was thrown upon the ground, and while ſore 
held my Hands, and others my Feet, my Wife, 
who was preſently furniſh'd with a weapon, laid 
on me moſt unmercitully till I could ſcarce 
breathe. Then ſhe ſaid to the Ladies, Take him, 
fend him to the juſticiary Fudge, and let the 
Hand be cut off with which he ſed upon the Gar- 
lick Ragoo. 

God bleſs my Soul, cried I, muſt I be beat 
and bruiſed, aud unmercifiully mauled, and ſtill, 
ro complete my Aftidion, have my Hand cut off, 
and all for eating of a Razoo with Garlick, and 
forgetting to waſh my Hands! What proportion 
is there between the Puniſhment and the Crime ! 
Plague on rhe Ragoo, Plague on the Cook that 
dreſſed it, and may he be equally unhappy that 
ſerved it up. | 

Here the Suitaneſs diſcontinued her Story, 
obſerving the Dawn of Day; and Schahriar 
role, laughing heartily at the Favourite i: 

3 y's 
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dy's Anger, and curious to know the Upſhot of 
the Story, 


CXLVIII. NIGHT. 


EXT Morning Scheherazade, waking be— 

fore Day, relum'd the Thread of her 
Diſcourte to this purpoſe. All the Ladies that 
were by, continued the Bagdad Merchant, took 
pity of me when they heard the cutting of of my 
Hand ſpoken of. Dear Madam, dear Siſter, 
aid they to the Favourite Lady, you carry your 
Reſentment too far. We own he's a Man quite 
ignorant of the World, that does not obſerves your 
Quality, and the Regard: that are due to jou: 
But we beſeech you to over/ook and pardon wu 
Fault he has committed. IT nave not recei ved f. 


able Satisfaction, ſaid th; Ti teach him to a | 


the World, T'll mate him bear the ſenſible Marks 
of his Impertinence, and be cautions hereafter how 
he taſtes a Gariice Nagoo without waſhing his 
Hands. However, they {till continued their 
_ Solicitation, and fell down at her Feet, and kiſ- 
ſing her fair Hand, Good Madam, ſaid they, in the 
Name of God 8 your Wrath, FEY, grant 


the Favour w2 requeſt. She anſwer'd neer a 


Word, but got up, and aftcr throwing out a 
thouſind hard words againſt me, walked out of 
the Chamber ; and al! the Ladies followed her, 
leaving me in unconceiveable Affliction. 
continued there ten diys, without ſeeing 
any body but an od Woman Slave that brought 
me Victuals. I acked the old Woman what was 
become of the Favourite Lady? She's fick, 
ſaid the old Woman, e', ſick of the priſow'd 
Smell you infected her with. Why did not 
you take care to waſh your Hands after eating 
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of that curſed Ragoo ? Is it poſſible, thought 
to my ſe if that theſe Ladies can be nice; 


and fo vindictive for fo {mall a Fault! In the 
mean time l loved my Wiie t Withſtandi 
all her cruelty, 
ne day the old Woman told me, my Spouſe 
Was recover'd, and gone to bathe, and would 
come to fee me the next day ; So, ſaid. he, 1 
would have jou to call up your Patience, aud endea- 
our to accon endete your ſel 770 55 Humour, Be- 
Z 
and intirely beloved by all the. Ladies avout 2085 
beide's Count. 
In effect, my Wife came next Night and 


fides, ſbe's a Woman of good 5 de e and Diſereti M7, 


aecoſted me thus; Tor ſee Jan too good in { 25 18 
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Thumbs and great Toes themſelves with a Razor. 
One of the Ladies applied a certain Root to Ranch 
the Blood; but hat by Bleeding, and what by 
the Pain, I Twooned away. 

When I came to my ſelf, they gave me Wine 
to drink, to recr! lit my Strength. Ab! A adams 
ſaid I to my M "ite, if ever I cat . Gariick 
Ragoo azain, ] ſolemnly [wear to wall my Hands 
atk Frey and went) y times <vith the He 7 Aleali, 
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of that curſed Ragoo*? Is it poſſible, thought 
to my ſeit, that theſe Ladies can be ſo nice, 
and ſo vindictive for ſo {mall a Fault! In the 


mean time loved my Wife, Bot withianding 
all her cruelty. | © 

One day the old Woman told me, my Spouſe 
Was recover'd, and gone to bathe, and would 
COme to lee Me the next day; . 9.3, {21 ; he , 1 


would | Pave you 10 call up your Patience, aud endea- 
vour to accommodate Yor ur ſelf t0 ber Humour. Be 9 
ſides, ſhe's a HFoman 75 F Los Se ec aua Diſcret etion, 
and intirely beloved by all + + £6 lies avout 2 
beide's Court. 

In effect, my Wif 8 came next Night and 
accoſted me thus; Yor fee I aum too good in ſeciug 


07 gat ey 1 5 AlFrant VO: 542 7 Fo; „ e « * 
fo ö OC i, e 1 r { b + / £5 O , fer ea TC , 


But ſtil 11 4 4 7t {f90p to be reconci ed to vor, 71] 
T have puni rifhed you according to your demerit, 
in not Waſßhiug g your Hands after ali: | 5 rhe Gariick 
Ragoo. This ud, f. 
her Order, threw me upon the Grout K 
binding me fait, had the Barbariry to Cut o 
Thumbs and gre cat TOES themſelves with a Razor. 
One of the Ladies applied a certain Bong to Ranch 
the Blood ; dt what by Bleeding, and what by 
the Pain, I Twooned away. 

When I came to my ſelf, they gave me Wine 
to drink, to recruit my es 5th. Ab! Madam, 
ſaid I to my Wife, if ever 'T eat 07 a Gariick 
Ragoo again, I ſolemuly fi wear to wal m/ Hand!s 
a hundred and twenty times with the Herb Alcal!, 
with the Aſhes of the ſame Plant, and with Sp. 
Well, e epliel my Wi Cy 1h fat Condition 4 
am willing to forget what's paſt, and live with 
you as Wy Hucband. 

This, continued the Bagdad Merchant, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf. to the Company, this is the 
| 2 Reaſon 
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gone; You never told me, ſaid ſhe, that you were 
uneaſy in being confined to Court ; but I perceived 
it very well, and have happily found Means t9 
make you contented. My Miſtreſs Zobeide gives 
us leave to go out of the Palace; and here are 
Fifty Thouſand Sequins, of which ſhe has made us 
.a Preſent, in order to enable us to live comfortabl, 
in the City. Prithee take ten thouſand of them, 
and go and buy us a Houſe. 

I quickly found a Houſe for the Money, and 
after furniſhing it richly, we went and lived in 
it ; and kept a great many Slaves of both Sexes, 
with a very pretty Equipage. In ſhort, we began 
to live after a very agreeable manner, but it 
did not laſt long. At a Year's end my Wife fell 
ſick and died. „ 

I might have married again and lived honour- 
ably at Bagdad; but the Curioſity of ſeeing the 
World put me upon other Thoughts. 1 fold 


my Houſe, and after buying up ſeveral forts of 


Goods, I went with a Caravan to Perſia, from 
Perſia I travelled to Samarcanae, and from 
thence hither, 

This, ſaid the Purveyor to the Sultan of Cæſgar, 
this is the Story that the Bagdad Merchant told 
in a Company where I] was yeſterday. This Story, 
ſaid the Sultan, has ſomething in it that's extra- 
ordinary; but it does not come near that of my lit- 
tle Hunch-back. Then the Fewiſh Phylician 
proſtrated himſelf betore the Sultan's Throne, 
and riſing again, addreſſed himſelf to that Prince 
in the following manner: Sir, if you will be fo 
good as to hear me, I flatter my ſelf you will be 

leaſed with a Story T have to tell to you. Well 
ſpoke, aid the Sultan, but if it is not more ſur- 
prizing than that of little Aunch-back, do not you 


expect ro live. 


Day 


ww 1 WW 


ENTERTAINMENTS, 217 


Day appearing, the Sultaneſs ſtopp'd here; 
but reſum'd her Diſcourſe next Night as fol- 
lows. | 


S. NIGHT. 
GIR, ſud ſhe, the Fewwiſh Phyſician, finding 
the Sultan of Caſgar diſpoſed to hear him, 
gave the following Relation. 
The Story told by the Jewisn 
Phyſician. 


QI when I was a Student of Phyſick, and 


juſt beginning the Practice of that noble 
profeſſion with ſome Reputation, a Man-{lave 
called me to ſee a Patient in the Governor of 
the City's Family. Accordingly I went, and 
was carried into a Room, where I found a ver 
proper handſome young Man mightily cat down 
with his Condition: I ſaluted him, and fat down 
by him; but he made no return to my Com- 


pliments, only a Sign with his Eyes that he heard 


me, and thanked me. Pray, Sir, faid I, give 
your Hand, that I may feel your Pulſe, But n- 
tead of ſtretching out his Right, he gave me his 


Left hand, at which I was extremely ſurprized. 


This, thinks I to my ſelf, is a groſs piece of Ig- 
norance, that he does not know that People pre- 
ſent their Right Hand, and not their Left to a 
Phyſician. However, I felt his Pulſe, and writ 
him a Receipt, and ſo took Leave. 

J continued my Viſits for nine Days, and 
every time I felt his Pulſe he ſtill gave me 
the Left Hand. On the tenth Day he ſeent'd 
to be pretty well, and ſo | preſcribed no- 
thing for him but bathing. The Governor 


of Damaſcus, who was by, did, in Teſtimony 
W.. K of 
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of his being well ſatisfied with my Service, in- 
veſt me with a very rich Robe, ſaying, he made 
me a Phyſician of the City Hoſpital, and Phy- 
ſician in ordinary to his Houſe, where I might 
freely eat at his Table when J pleaſed. 

The young Man likewiſe ſhewed me many 
Civilittes, and asked me to accompany him to 


the Bath. Acco:dingly we went together, and 


when his Attendants had undreſſed him, I per- 
ceived he wanted the Right Hand, and that it 
had not been lone cu: off, which had been the 


_ Occaſion of his Diſtemper, tho' concealed from 


me ; for while the People about him were ap- 
plying proper Medicines externally, they had cal- 
led me to prevent the ill Conſequence of the 
Fever he was then in. I was very much ſur- 
priz d, and concern'd in ſeeing his Misfortune 
which he obſerved by my Countenance. Doctor, 
cried he, do not be aſtoniſb'd to fee that my Hand 
is cut of, ſome day or other I'll tell you the Occa- 


ſion of it, and in that Relation you'll be entertained 


with very ſurprizing Adventures. 

After we had done bathing, we ſat down and 
eat; and after we had {ome other Diſcourſe to- 
gether, he asked me if it would be any prejudice 
to his Health, if he went and fetch'd a walk out 
of Town in the Governor's Garden. I made an- 


ſwer, it would be ſo far from that, that it 


would benefit his Health. Since it is fo, ſaid he, 
if you'll let me have your Company, I'll tell you the 
Hiſtory of my Adventures. I replied, I was at 
his command for all that day. Upon which 
he preſently called his Servants to bring 
ſomething for a Collation, and ſo we went 


to the Governor's Garden. There we took 


to or three Turns, and then ſt down upon 
a 
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a Carpet that his Servants had ſpread under a 
Tree, which gave a very pleaſant Shade. After 
we were ſer, the young Man gave his Hiſtory in 
the following Terms. 

I was born, ſaid he, at Mos ſſoul, and come of 
one of the moſt conſiderable Families in the City. 
My Father was the eldeit of ten Brothers that 
were all alive, and all married when my Grand- 
father died. All the Brothers were childleſs, but 
my Fa her; and he had ne'er a Child but me. 
tle took a particular Care of my Education; 
and made me learn every thing that was proper 
for a Child of my Quality. — But, Sir, ſaid Sche- 
herazade, ] am injoined ſilence by the Day which 
now appears: So ſhe ſtopped, and the Sultan 
role. 


"CLI. NIGHT. 


N EXT Morning Scheherazade continued 
her laſt Story as follows. Sir, ſaid ſhe, the 
Jewith Phyſician addreſſing himſeif to the Sultan 
of Caſgar, The young Gentleman of Monſſoul, 
{aid he, went on thus : | | 
When I was grown pretty tall, and beginning 
to keep company with the World, I happen'd 
one Friday to be at Noon Prayers with my Fa- 
ther and my Uncles in the great Moſque of 
Moufſoul. And after Prayers were over, the reſt 
of the Company going away, my Father and my 


Uncles continued fitting upon the beſt Tapeſtry in 


the Moſque, and I fat down by em. They diſ- 
courſed of ſeveral things, but they fell inſenſibly 
I do not know how, upon the Subject of Voyages. 
They extoll'd the Beauties and peculiar Ra- 
rities of ſome Kingdoms, and of their prin- 
cipal Cities. But one of my Uncles ſaid, 
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that according to the uniform Report of an in 


finite Number of Voyages, there was not in the 


World a pleaſanter Country than Echt and the 
Nile; and the Account he gave of em infus'd 
into me ſuch a charming Idea of them, that from 
that very Moment I had a Defire to travel. 
Whatever my other Uncles ſaid, by way oi 


Preference to Bagdad ind the Tizris, in calling 


Bagdad the true Relidence of the Muſſulman 
Religion, and the Mecropolis of all the Cities in 
the Earth, all this made no impreſſion upon me. 
My Father joined in his Opinion with thoſe who 
had ſpoken on the bebalf of Egypt, which 
ave me a great deal of Joy. Say what you 
will, ſaid he, he that has not ſeen Egypt, has 
wot ſeen the greateſt Rarity in the World, All 
the Land there is golden, 1 Mean tie 7 fer- 
tile t bat it inriches its Inhabitants. All the 
Women of that Country are charming, either 
in their Beauty, or in their agreeable Carri- 
age. If you ſpeak of the Nile, pray where is 
there a more admirable River? What Water 
was ever lighter or more delicious ? The very 
Slime it carries along in its. overflowing fat- 
tens the Fields ſo, that without manuring they 
produce a thouſand times more than other 


Countries that are cultivated with great Lo 


bour, Do but mind what a Poe? ſaid of the 
Egyptians, when he was obliged to depart 
Egypt: „ Your Nile loads you with good Of- 
« fices every day; 'tis for you only that it 
cc travels ſo far. Alas! in removing from you, 
« my Tears are going to run as abundant- 
cc ]y as its Water; you are to continue in the 
« Enjoym ent of its Sweetneſſes, while I am 
cc condemned to rob my ſelf of em againſt my 
: If 


* 
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If you look, added my Father, towards the 
Iſland that's formed by the two greateſt Branches 
of the Nile; hat variety of Verdure have you 
there! What Enamel of a 0 ſorts of Floavers ! 
hat a prodigious number of Cities, Villages, Cu- 
aals, and a thouſand other a; greveable Objects N 
you caſt. your Kyes on the other ſide, ſteeriug up 
towards Ethiopia, how many other Subjects 0 
Aadmiration.!..T can't compare the Veradure of 9 
many Plaius, watered with the diferent Canals 
of the Iſland, better thau to ſparkling ae Er 
ſet in Silver Is not Great Cairo, the largeſt, 
moſt populous, and ihe richeſt City in the Dai 
verſe? What a prodigious number of maguificent 
Edifices both pi lic aud private] If you vie 
the P. \ramids. youll be ſeix d with aftoniſhment : 
You'll turn iff and unmoveable at the fizht of 
theſe Maſſes , Stone of an extravagant Thickneſs 
which rife to the Skies; you'll be oblized to pre 
fefs, that the Pharaohs 29 imploy 72 ich Riches 
and ſo many Men in building them, muſt have 
furpeſſed all the Monarchs that have 5 

iuce, not only in Egypt, but all the World over, 
in Magnificence and Invention; ſo tranſcendent 


are the Monuments beg have left worthy of their 


Memory : Monuments ſo ancient, that the learned 
can't agree upon the Time of their Erection ; and 
yet ſuch as and to this day, and will laſt while 
Ages are. I ſilently paſs over the maritime Cities 


of "the Kingdom of Egypt, Juch as Damiera, Roſe- 


tum, Alexandria, c. where the Lord knows 


how many Nations come for a thouſand forts 
of Grain, Seeds, Cloth, aud. an infivite nun- 
ber of other Things, calculated for the Conve- 
miency and the Delight of Men. What I ſpeak 
of, I have ſome vccaſe on t know ; I ſpent ſome 
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Years of my youth there, which, as long as I live, 
T {bail als ys reckon the moſt agreeable Part of 
my Life. | 

Scheſbera ade was running on at this rate, when 
Day-light appear'd and made her mute. But to- 
wards the cloſe of the enſuing Night, ſhe purſu- 
ed her Story in the following manner. 


CLI. NIGHT. 


M Y Uncles had no anſwer to give to my Fa- 

ther, continued the Young Man of Mou/- 
ſoul, and agreed to all he had ſaid of the Nile, of 
Cairo, and of the whole Kingdom of Egypt: As 
for my own part, I was ſo taken with it, that J 
had never a wink of Sleep that Night. Soon at- 
ter, my Uncles declared of themſelves how much 
they were touched with my Father's Diſcourſe. 


They made a Propoſal to him, that they ſhould 


travel all together into Egyp? : He accepted of 
the Propoſal; and being rich Merchants, they re- 
{olved to carry with them ſuch Goods as would 


go off there. I came to know that they were 


making Preparations for their Departure ; and 
thereupon went to my Father and begged of him, 
with Tears in my Eyes, that he would ſuffer me 
to go along with him, and allow me ſome Stock 
of Goods to trade with my ſelf: You're 700 young 
yet, ſaid my Father, 7o travel into Egypt; the 
Fatigue is too great for you, and beſide I'm ſure 

o come off a Loſer in your Traffick. However, 
theſe Words did not cure me of the eager Deſire 
I had to travel. I made uſe of my Uncle's In- 
tereſt with my Father, who at laſt granted me 
leave to go as far as Damaſcus; where they would 
drop me, till they went thro' their Travels 


into 


1 
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into Egypt. The City of Damaſcus, ſaid my Fa- 
ther, may libecoiſe glory in its Beauties, and tis 
wer well if my Son get leave t9 79 ſo far. Tho 
my Curioſity to fee Egypt was very preſf ng, I 
conſidered he was my Pe zcher, and ſubwitted to 
his will. 

So ] ſer out from Kr ag with him and my 


Uncles: We travelled through Meſopotamia, 


paſſed rhe Euphrates, and arriv ed at Halep; where 
ve ftaid ſome. days. From thence we went to 
Damaſcus, the firſt ſight of which was a very a- 
orceable Surprizal to me. We Joug d in one 
Khan, and 1 had the View of a City that was 


large, i} ara full of fine Peopl e, and very 


well fortified. We imployed ſome days in walk- 
ing up and down the delicious Gardens that ſur- 
round it; and we all agreed that Damaſcus was 


_ juſtly ſaid to be ſeated in a Paradiſe. Ar laſt my 
Uncles thought of purfuing their Journey; but 


took care before they went to ſell my Goods 


which they did to advantageouily for me, that i 
I got five Hundred per Cent. This Sale fetched. 


me ſo conſiderable a Sum, that I was trant- 
ported to ſee my ſelf Poſſeſſor of it. 

My Father and my Uncles left me in Damaſ- 
cus, and purſued their Journey. After their De- 
parture, I uſed mighty Caution not to lay out 
my Money idly. But at the ſame time I took 
a ſtately Houle, all of Marble, adorn'd with 
Pictures of Gold, and a pure branched Work, and 
excellent Warer-works. I furniſh'd it, not ſo 
richly indeed as the Magnificence of the place de- 
ſerved, but at leaſt handiomely enough for a young 


Man of my Condition. Ir had formerly belonged 


to one of the principal Lords of the City whoſe 
Name was. Modoun Adalraham ; but then was 
K 4 the 
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the Property of a rich Jewel-Merchant, to whom 
Fl Os J paid for it only two 
A Sherriff is the * Sherriffs a Month. I 
had a good large number 
of Domeſticks, and lived 
| honourably ; ſometimes 
1 gave Entertainments to ſuch People as I was 
acquainted with, and ſometimes 1 went and was 
treated by them. Thus did I ſpend my time at 
Damaſcus, waiting for my Father's Return ; no 
Paſſion diſturbed my Repoſe, and my only Im- 
ployment was converſing with People of Credit. 
One Day, as I fat taking the cool Air at my 


This Word is in the 


ancient Authors. 


Gare, a very handſome fine Lady came to me, 
and asked it I did not fell Stuffs; but no ſooner 


ſpoke the words than ſhe went into my Houle. 
Here Scheherazade ſtopt, perceiving Day ; 


but the next Night went on as follows: 


CLIII. NIGHT. 


WHEN I aw, aid the young Gentleman 


of Mouſſoul, that the Lady had gone into 
the Houſe, I roſe, and having ſhut the Gate, 
carried her into a Hall, and prayed her to ſit 
down. © Madam, (ſaid I) I have had Stuffs that 
c were fit to be ſhewn to you, but I have 'em not 
ce now; for which I am very ſorry.” She took 
off the Veil that covered her Face, and made a 
Beauty ſparkle in my Eyes, which affected me 
with {ach Motions as I had never felt before. 
. have no occaſion for Stuffs, (ſaid ſne) only 
« come to ſee you, and paſs the Evening with 
« you ; if you are pleas'd with it, all I ask of you 
« js a light Collation.” 
Tranſported with ſuch happy Luck, 4 ow 
r 
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der'd my Folks ro bring us ſeveral forts of 
Fruit, and ſome Bottles of Wine. They ſerv'd 
us nimbly; and we eat and drank, and made 
merry till midnight. In ſhort, I had not paſſed a 
Night ſo agreeably all the while I had been there. 
Next Morning I would have put ten Sherriffs 
in the Lady's hands, but ſhe refuſed them; I arm 
not come to ſee you, ſaid the, from a deſign of In- 
tereſt ;. you affront me: I am ſo far from receiving 
Money of you, that I deſire you to take Money of 
me, or elſe Til ſee you no more. In ſpeaking this, 
ſhe clapt her Hand in her Purſe, took our ten 
Sherriffs, and forced me to take em. You may | 
expect me three Days hence after Sun-ſet. Then 1 
ſhe took leave of me, and | felt that when ſhe 1 
went ſhe carried my Heart along with her. 1 

She did not fail to return at the appointed 
Hour three Days after; and I did not fail to re- 1 
ceive her with all the joy of a Perſon that waited 1 
impatiently for her Arrival. The Evening and 11 
the Night we ſpent as before; and next Day at wy 
parting the promiſed to return the third Day af- " 
ter However, ſhe did not go without forcing 1 
me to take ten S-erriffs more. a 

She returned a third time; and at tkat pe i 
interview When we were both warm with % if 
Wine, ſhe ſpoke thus: My azar Heart, what 9 
do you hint of ne, Am not I haudſome and 1 
agreeable? Madam, aid I, All the marks of 18 


Love: with which I entertain you, ought to- ber- "0 
fade you, that I love you, I am charmed in . F 

| ſeeing you, and more ſo in enjoying you. Jou re |; q 
\ my Queen, my Sultane ſs, in you lies all the 1 N 
1 Felicity of my Life. Ah! Sir, replied ſhe, 1 
I am aſſured you would ſpeak otherwiſe, if 'y F 

K you ſaw a certain Lady of my Acquaintance Wl 
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that's younger and handſomer than I. She's a 
Lady of ſuch a pleaſant jocund Temper, as would 
make the molt melancholy People merry. I muſt 
bring her hither ; I ſpoke of you to her, and from 
the Account ] have given of you, the dies of de- 
fire to ſee you. She intreated me to gain her 
that pleaſure, but I did not dare to humour her 
without ſpeaking to you before-hand. Madam, 
{aid I, you ſhall do what you pleaſe ; but what- 
ever you may ſay of your Friend, I defy all her 
Charms to tear my Heart from you, to whom tis 
{o inviolably tied, that nothing can aiſengage 1t. 
Do not be too poſitive, ſaid the, I now tell you, 
m about to put your Heart to a ſtrange Trial. 

We ſtayed together all Night, and next Morn- 
ing at parting, inſtead of ten Sherriffs ſhe gave me 
fifreen, which I was forced to accept. Remem- 
ber, ſaid the, that in two days time you're to 
have a new Gueſt; pray take care to give her a 
good Reception: We'll come at the uſual Hour, 
after Sun-ſet. I took care to have my Hall in 
great order, and a nice Collation prepared againſt 
they came. 

Here Scheherazade, obſerving it was Day; ſtopt; 
but next Night the went on as follows. 


CLIV. NIGHT. 


I R, the young Man of Mouſſoul, recount- 

ing the Hiſtory of his Adventures to the 
Fewiſh Phyſician, continued thus. I waited, 
ſaid he, for the two Ladies with impatience, 
and at laſt they arrived. They both unveild 
themſelves, and as I had been ſurprized with 
the Beauty of the firſt, I had reaſon to be 
much more ſo when I ſaw her Friend. She 
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had regular Features, a lively Complexion, and 
ſuch ſpark] ing Eyes, that I could hardly bear 
their Spendor : [ thank'd her for the Honour ſhe 
did me, and intreated her to excuſe me if I did not 
give her the Reception ſhe deſerved. No Com- 
pliments, ſaid ſhe, it ſhould be my part to make 
them to you, for allowing my Friend to bring 
me hither. Bur {ince you are pleas'd to ſuffer 
it, let's lay aſide all Ceremony, and think of no- 
thing but being merry. 

As ſoon as the Ladies arrived, the Collation Was 
ſerv'd up, and we ſat down to ſupper. I fat op- 


polite to the ſtranger Lady, and ſhe never left 


off looking upon me with a ſmile: I could not 
reſiſt her conquering Eyes, and ſhe made her 
{cif Miſtreſs of my Heart with ſuch force, that 
I had not power to offer Oppoſition. But in- 
ſpiring me, ſhe took fire her ſelf, and was equal- 
y touch'd; and was ſo far from ſhewing any 
thing of Conſtraint in her Carriage, that ſhe told 
me very ſenſible moving things. 
The other Lady, who mined us, did no- 
thing at firſt but laugh at us. I old you, ſaid 
=  addreſſi mg herſel) [f to me, you would find my 
end full of Charnis; and 1 perceive you have 
heed) violated rhe Oath you made me 0 being 
faithful to me. Madam, faid I, laughing as well 
a; ſhe, you wou'd have leaf en to complain of 
me, if I were wanting ig Civility to a Lady that 
you brought hither, and one whom you are 
fond of; you might then upbraid me, both of 
you, for not knowing the Mealures of Hoſpi- 
tality and Entertainment. 


We continued to drink on; but as the Wine 


grew warm in our Stomachs, the ſtranger La- 
dy and 1 ogled one another with ſo little re- 
K 6 | ſerve, 
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ſerve, that her Friend grew jealous, and quick! 
gave us adiſmal proof of her Jealouſy. She role 
from the Table and went our, ſaying, ſhe would 
be with us preſently again : But a few moments 
after, the Lady that ſtaid with me changed. her 
Countenance, fell into violent Convulſions; and, 
in fine, expired in my Arms, while J was calling 
for the People to come and aſſiſt me to relieve 
her. Immediately I went our, and ask'd for the 
other Lady; and my People told me the had 
opened the Street-door and gone out of doors. 
Then I ſuſpected, what was really true, that ſhe 
had been the cauſe of her Friznd's Death. In 
fine, the had had the Dexterity, and the Malice, 
to put ſome very ſtrong Poiſon into the laſt Glals, 
which ſhe gave her out of her own Hand. 

J was afflicted to the laſt degree with the Ac- 
cident. What ſhall I do, thinks I within my 
ſelf? What will become ot me? I thought there 
was no time to loſe, and fo, it being then Moon- 
light, made my Servants quietly take up a great 

jece of Marble, with which the Yard of my 
Houſ was paved; under that I made em dig 2 
Hole preſently, and there interr the Corps of the 
young Lady. After replacing the Stone, I put 
on a travelling Suit, and took what Silver | had; 
and having lock'd up every thing, affixed my own 
Seal to the Door of my Houſe. This done, I 
went to ſee for the Jewel-Merchant my Land- 
lord, paid him what Rent I ow'd, with a Year's 
Rent more; and giving him the Key, pray'd him 
to keep it for me. A very urging Affair, ſaid I, 
obliges me to be abſent tor ſome time; I am 
under a neceſſity of going to find out my Uncles 
at Cairo. In fine, I took leave of him, and that 
very moment mounted my Horſe, and ſet out 
wich my Equipage. 


Day 
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Day appearing, Scheherazade diſcontinued her 
Diſcourſe ; but reſumed it next Night as follows: 


CLV. NIGHT. 


Had a good Journey, continued the young 
Man of Mouſſoul, and arrived at Cairo, with- 
out any ill Accident. There I met with my 
Uncles, who were very much ſurprized to ſee | 
me there. To excuſe my ſelf, I pretended I w_ 
was tired of ſtaying for them ; and hearing F 
nothing of them, was ſo uneaſy, that I could | 
not be ſatisfied without coming to Cairo. They | 
received me very kindly, and promiſed my 1 
Father ſhould not be angry with me for leavin 1 
Damaſcus without his permiſſion. I lodged in | 
the ſame Khan with them, and ſaw all the Cu- 

rioſities of Cairo. 
Having finiſhed their Traffick, they began to 9 
ſpeak of returning to Mouſſoul, and to make Pre- , 
parations for their Departure. But I having a 
mind to ſee ſomething in Egyp? that I had not 
yet ſeen, left my Uncles, and went to lodge at a 

great diſtance from their Ran, and did not ap 
pear till they were gone. They had ſought for 
me all over the City; but not finding me, they „ 
judg'd the remorſe of having come to Egypt i 
without my Father's Conſent, had put me upon { 
returning to Damaſcus without ſaying any thing 

; to them. So they began their Journey, expect- 
5 ing to find me at Damaſcus, and there to take 

me up. | | | 

1 continued at Cairo after their Departure 
three Years, to give full Satisfaction to the 
Curioſity I had of ſeeing all the Wonders of 
Egypt. During that time I took care to ſend 
Money to the Jewel-Merchant, ordering him 
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to keep my Houſe for me: For I had a deſign to 
return to Damaſcus, and ſtay there for ſome 
Years. I had no Adventure at Cairo worthy of 
your hearing; but doubtleſs you'll be ſurprized at 
that I met with after my return to Damaſcus. 

Arriving at this City, I went to the Jewel- 
Merchant's Houſe, who received me joyfully, 
and would needs go along with me to my 
Houſe; to ſhew me that no body had entred 
it whilſt I was abſent. In effect, the Seal was 
ſill intire upon the Lock ; and when I went in, 
I found every thing in the ſame order in which 
J had left it. 

In ſweeping and cleaning out my Hall where 
J had uſed to eat, one of my Servants found a 
gold Chain Necklace, with ten very large and 
very perfect Pearls placed upon it at certain dif- 


tances. He brought it to me, and I knew it to 


be the ſame I had ſeen upon the Lady's Neck 


that was poiſoned; and concluded it had broke 


off and fallen when I did not perceive it. I 
could not look upon it without ſhedding Tears, 
when I call'd ro mind the lovely Creature l had 
ſeen die in ſo fatal a manner. I] wrapt it up, and 
put it in my Boſom. 

I paſs'd ſome days to work off the Fatigue 
of my Voyage ; after which, I begun to vilit 
my former Acquaintance. I abandoned my {elf 
to all manner of Pleaſure, and inſenſibly ſqan- 


dred away all my Money. Being in this condi- 


tion, inſtead of felling. my Moveables, I re- 


lolved to part with the Necklace: Bur I had fo 


little skill in Pearls, that I took my Meaſures 
very ill, as you ſhall hear. 
| went to the Begeſtein, where I called a 


Crier alide, and ſhewing him the Necklace, 


told him I had a mind to ſell it, and deſired 
him 
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him to ſhew it to the principal Jewellers. The 
Crier was ſurprized to {ce ſuch an Ornament. 
What a pretty thing it is, cried he, ſtaring upon 
it with admiration ; never did our Merchants. 
ſee any thing ſo rich: I'm ſure I thall oblige them 
in ſhewing it to them; and you need not doubt 
they'll ſet a high Price upon it in emulation with 
one another. He carried me to a Shop, which 
proved to be my Landlord's: Tarry here, ſays | 
the Crier, I'll return preſently and bring you an j 
anſwer. | 
While he was running about to ſhew the Neck- 
lace, I fat with the Jeweller, who was glad to ſee 
me; and we diſcourſed of common Subjects. 1 
The Crier returned, and calling me aſide, inſtead -. _ | 
of telling me the Necklace was valued at two 
thouſand Sherriffs, he aſſured me nobody would 
give more than fifty. The reaſon is, added he, 
the Pearls are falſe; ſo fee if you can part with _ = 
itar that price. I took the Fellow to be an ho- = 
neſt Fellow, and wanting Money, Go, ſaid I, I 
zruſt wat you ſay, and they who know better than 
IT; deliver it to them, and bring me the Money 0 
immediately. | 73 
The Crier had been ordered to offer me fifty K 
Sherriff5 by one of the richeſt Jewellers in Town, 2 
who had only made that offer to ſound me, and 4 
try if I was well acquainted with the Value of the 
Goods I expoſed to Sale. He had no ſooner re- 
ceived my Anſwer, than he carried the Crier to '1 
the juſticiary Judge, and ſhewing him the Neck- 
lace; Sir, ſaid he, here's a Necklace that was | 
ſtole from me, and the Thief, under the Character ; 
of a Merchant, has had the Imfudence to offer it 0 
70 Sale, aud is at this Minute in the Bezeſtein. ö 
He's willing to take fifty Sherrifts for a Necklace 
that's worth two thouſand, which is @ plain Ar- | 
gu ment that tis ſtole, 8 be hþ 
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The Judge ſent immediately to ſeize me; and 
when I came before him, he ask'd me if the 
Necklace he had in his Hand was not the ſame 
that I had expoſed to fale in the Bezeſtein. [| 
told him it was. Is it true, ſaid he, that you 


are willing to deliver it for fifty Sherriffs ? I an- 


ſwered, it was. Well, faid he, in a ſcoffing way, 
give him the Baſtinado ; he'll quickly tell us, 
with all his fine Merchant's Clothes, that he's 
only a downright Thief ; let him be beat till he 
confeſſes. The Violence of the Blows made me 
tell a Lye; I confeſs'd, tho' it was not true, that [ 
had ſtole the Necklace; and preſently the Judge 
ordered my Hand to be cut off 

This made a great noiſe in the Bezrſtein, and I 
was fcarce returned to my Houſe, when my Land- 
lord came. My Son, ſaid he, you fem to be a 
young Man well educated, and of good Senſe; how 
is it poſſitle you could be guilty of ſuch an unwor- 
thy Action] You gave me an account of your Eſtate 
your ſeif,, and J do not doubt but the Account is 
. queſt. Why did not you ast Money of wie, and 1 
world have lent it you ? However, ſince the thing 
has happened, I can't allow you to lodge longer in 
my Hoe; you muſt go and ſee for other Lodgings. 
] was extremely troubled at this; and intreated 
the Jeweller with Tears in my yes to let me 
ſtay three Days longer in his Houte, which he 
granted. | 


Alas, ſaid I to my ſelf, this Misfortune and Af- 


front is unſufferable; how ſhail I dare to return 
to Moaſſoul? There's nothing I can fay to my 
Father, will perſuade him that I am innocent. 
Scheherazade perceiving Day, ſtopt here: but 
continued her Story next Day as follows. 
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CLVL NIGHT. 


T HREE Hours after this fatal Accident my 

Houſe was aſſaulted by the Judge's Officers, 
accompanied with my Landlord, and the Mer- 
chant that had falily accuſed me of having ſtole 
the Necklace. I asked them, what brought them 


there? Bur inſtead of giving me any Anſwer, 


they bound me, calling me a thouſand Rogues, 
and telling me the Necklace belonged to the 
Governor of Damaſcus, who had loſt it above 
three Years ago, and whoſe Daughter had not 
been heard of fince that time. Judge you what 


Thoughts rolled in my Mind, when I heard this 


News. However, I called all my Reſolution 
about me; T1l tell, thinks I, Ell tell the Governor 
the Truth; and ſo it will lie at his door either 
to put me to death, or to pardon. me. 


When I was brought before him, I obſerved 


he look'd upon me with an Eye of Compaſſion, 


from whence J propheſied good things. He or- 


dered me to be untied, and addreſling himſelf to 
the Jeweller who accus'd me and to my Land- 
lord: Is this the Man, ſaid he, that ſold the Pearl 
_ Necklace? They had no ſooner anſwered yes, than he 
ſaid, I'm ſure he did not ſteal the Necklace, and 
Tam much aſtoniſhed at the Injuſtice that has been 
done him Theſe Words giving me Courage: 
Sir, ſaid I, T do afſure you I am in effect very in- 
nocent. I am likewiſe fully perſuaded the 
Necklace never did belong to my Accuſer, 
whom I never ſaw, and whoſe horrible Perfi- 
 diouſueſs is the Cauſe of my unjuſt Treatment. 
"Tis true, I made a Confeſſion as if T had ſtole 
it; but this I did contrary to my 8 

t hro 
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thro the Force of Torture, and of another Reaſon 
that I am ready to tell you, if you'll be ſo good as 


to hear me. | know enough of it already, re- 


plied the Governor, to. do you one part of the 
Juſtice that is due to you. Take from hence, con- 
tinued be, tate the falſe Accuſer, let him under- 


go the ſame Puniſhment he caus'd to be inflicted 
on this young Man, whoſe Innocence is known to 


N. 


The Governor's Orders were immediately put 
in execution; the Jeweller was puniſhed accord- 
ing to his Demerir. Then the Governor having 
ordered all the Company to withdraw, faid to 
me: My Child, tell me without fear, how this 
Necklace fell into your hands, conceal! nothing of 
the Matter from me. Then I told plainly all 


that had paſs'd, and declared I had choſen rather 


to pals for a Thief, than to reveal that Tragical 
Adventure. Good God, ſaid the Governor, zhy 
Fudgments are incomprehenſible, aud we ought ts 
ſubmit to them without murmuring. I receive, 


with an entire Submiſſion, the Stroke thou haſe 


been pleaſed to inflict upon me. Then directing 
his Diſcourſe to me; My Child, ſaid he, having 


now heard the Cauſe of your Diſgrace, for which 
T am ver) much concerned, I'll give you an Ac- 


count of the Diſzrace that befel me. Know then, 
that I am the Father of theſs two Young Ladies 
you were ſpeaking of but now. 

Scheherazade perceiving the Appearance of 
Day, ſtopp'd here; but went on next Night in 


the following manner. 


CLVII. 
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CLVIL NIGHT. 


8 R, faid ſhe, the Diſcourſe that the Governor 

of Damaſcus made to the Young Man of 
Mouſſeul, was this: My Child, ſaid the Gover- 
nor, I know that the firſt Lady, who had the Im- 
pudence to come to your Houſe, was my eldeſt 
Daughter. I had given her in Marriage to one 
of her own Couſins, my own Brother's Son at 
Cairo, Her Husband died, and the returned home 


corrupted with all manner of Wickedneſs, which 


ſhe had learned in Egypt. Before I took her 
home, her younger Siſter who died in that de- 
plorable manner in your Arms, was a very pru- 
dent young Woman, and had never given me 
any Occaſion to complain of her Conduct. But 
after that, the eldeſt Siſter grew very intimate 
wich her, and inſenſibly made her as wicked as 


her ſelkf. | 


The Day after the Death of the youngeſt, not 


finding her at Table, I asked her eldeſt Siſter 
what was become of her ; but ſhe, inſtead of an- 
ſwering, fell a crying bitterly, from whence I 
formed a fatal Preſage. I preſled her to inform 
me of what I asked her. My Father, ſaid ſhe 
with Sobs, I can tell you no more but that my 
Siſter put on her beſt Clothes yeſterday, and her 

7e Necklace, and went abroad, and has not been 


heard of ſince. I made ſearch for my Daughter 


all over the Town; bur could learn nothing of 


her unhappy Fate: In the mean time the eldeſt, 


who doubtleſs repented of her jealous Fury, took _ 


on very much, and inceſſantly bewailed the 
Death of her Siſter; ſhe denied herſelf all man- 
ner of Food, and ſo put an end to her deplora- 

ble Days. 
Such, 
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Such, continued the Governor, ſuch is the 
State of Mankind ! ſuch are the unlucky Acci- 
dents to which they are expoſed. However, wy 
Child, added he, ſince we are both of us equally 
unfortunate, let's unite our Sorrow, and not a- 
bandon one another. I give you in Marriage a 


third Daughter I have till left; ſhe's younger 


than her Siſters, and takes after them in no man- 
ner of way in her Conduct; beſides, ſhe's hand- 


lomer than they were, and I aſſure you is of a 


Humour proper to make you happy. You ſhall 
have no other Houſe but mine, and after my 


Death you and ſhe ſhall be my univerſal Heirs. 


Sir, ſaid I, I'm aſham'd of all your Favours, and 


ſhall never be able to make a ſufficient Ac- 


knowledsmemt. That's enough, ſaid he, inter- 


rupting me; let us not waſte Time in idle Words. 


This ſaid, he called for Witneſſes, order'd the 
Contract of Marriage to be drawn, and ſo I 


married his Daughter without wy Ceremony. 
| ing the Jewel- 


He was not ſatisfied with puni 
ler that had falſly accuſed me; bur confiſcated 


for my Uſe all his Goods, which were very con- 


ſiderable. As for the reſt, ſince you have been 
called to the Governor's Houſe, you have ſeen 
what Reſpect they pay me there. I muſt tell you 
farther, that a Man who was ſent by my Uncles 
to Egypt on purpoſe to inquire for me there, 
paſſing thro' this City found me out, and came 
laſt Night and delivered me a Letter from them. 
They give me Notice of my Father's Death, and 
invite me to come and take poſſeſſion of his 
Eſtate at Mon ſſoul ' But as the Alliance and Friend- 


| ſhip of the Governor has fixed me with him, 
and will not ſuffer me to remove from him; 
1 
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J have ſen: back the Expreſs with an Order, which 
vill ſecure to me. what 1s my due. Now, after 
what you have heard, I hope you'll pardon my 
Incivility during the courſe of my Illneſs, in giv- 
ing you my left inſtead of my right Hand. 

This, ſaid the Jewiſh Phyſician, this is the 
Story L heard from the young Man of Mouſſoul. 
continued at Damaſcus as long as the Go- 
vernor lived; after his Death, being in the l | 
Flower of my Age, I had a Curioſity to travel. | 
Accordingly I went over Perſia to the Indies, 9 
arid came at laſt to ſettle in this your Capital, 
where I practiſe Phyſick with Reputation and # 
Honour. . „„ 

The Sultan of Caſgar was pretty well plea- 4 
ſed with this laſt Story. I muſt tay, ſaid he to 1 
the Jew, the Story you have told me is very odd; 
bur I declare freely that of the litile Hump is yet 
more extraordinary, and much more comical z 4 
| ſo you are not to expect that Þ'll give you your — 
Liſe, no more than the reſt, Þll hang you all four. -þ 


5 Pray, Sir, ſtay a Minute, ſaid the Taylor, ad- 6 

1 vancing forwards, and then proſtrating himſelf at 0 
N the Sultan's Feet; ſince your Majeſty loves | 
1 pleaſant Stories, I have one to tell you that's very i 
L comical. Well, I'll hear thee too, ſaid the Sultan; 1 
8 but do not flatter thy ſelf chat I'll ſuffer thee to live 1 
8 unleſs thou telleſt me ſome Adventure that's a 
85 yet more diverting than that ofthe - Hump- back d 1 
| Man. Upon this the Taylor, as if he had been” 1 
. ſure of his Project, ſpoke very briskly to the f ; N 
following purpoſe. | { 
* | pt 
BY The Þ 
83 if 

: 1 


ws 
— * 
— WEE 


3 - 
> == — 6 
S 
Is ” 


— 


— — ee ee, 


— —— — = n 
* — —̃ — 
F en nn — a ee re”, — * Þ 
: 
* 
5 
1 


238 ARABIAN NIGHTS 


The Story told by the Taylor. 


A Citizen of this City did me the honour, 

two days ago, to invite me to a Treat, 
which he was to Pye to his Friends yeſterday 
Morning. Accordingly I went pretty early, and 


found there twenty Perſons. 


The Maſter of the Houſe was gone out up- 
on ſome Buſineſs, but in a very little time he 
came home, and brought with him a young Man, 
a Stranger, very well dreſs'd, and very handſome, 
but lame. When he came in, we all roſe, and 
out of Reſpect to the Maſter of the Houſe, in- 
vited the young Gentleman to {it down with us 
upon the Sofa. He was a going to ſit down; 
but all on a ſudden ſpying a Barber in our Com- 
pany, he flew backwards, and made towards 
the Door. The Maſter of the Houſe ſurprized 
at the Action, ſtopped him; Where are you a 
going, ſaid he? I bring you along with me to do 
me the honour of being my Gueſt among the 


reſt of my Friends ; and here you're no ſooner 


got into my Houle, but you run away again. Sir, 
faid the young Man, for God's fake do not ſtop 
me, let me go, | can't without horror look upon 
thatabominabie Barber; tho” he's born in e Coun- 
try where all the Natives are Whites, he reſem- 
bles an Ethiopian; and when all is come to all, 
his Soul is yet blacker and more horrible than his 


Face. 
Scheherazade perceiving Day, ſaid no more for 
that Night; but next Day went on as follows. 


CLVIII. 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 239 


CLVIII. NIGHT. 


WW = were all ſurprized to hear the young 

Man ſpeak ſo, continued the Taylor; and 
we began to have a very bad Opinion of the 
Barber, without knowing what ground the young 
Man had for what he ſaid. Nay, we proteſted 
we would not ſuffer any one to remain in our 
Company, that bore ſo horrid a Character. The 
Maſter of the Houſe intreated the Stranger to tell 
us what Reaſon he had for hating the Barber. 
Gentlemen, ſaid the young Man, you muſt know 
this curſed Barber is the Cauſe of my being lame, 
and falling under the cruelleſt Accident that any 


one can imagine. For this reaſon I have made 


an Oati to avoid all the Places where he is, and 
even not to ſtay in the Cities where he dwells. 


"Twas for this reaſon that I left Bagdad, where he 


then was; and travelled ſo far to ſettle in this 
City, in the Heart of great Tarzary, a Place where 
| flattered my felt I thould never fee him. And 
now after all, contrary to my Expectation, I 
find him here. This obliges me, Gentlemen, 
againſt my Will, to deprive my felt of the Ho- 
nour of being merry with you. This very day 
| take leave of your Town, and will go, if 
[ can, to hide my Head where he ſhall not 
come. This ſaid, he would have left us, 
but the Maſter kept and intreated him to 


ſtay, and tell the Cauſe of his Averſion for 


the Barber, who all this while looked down 
and ſaid neer a Word. We joined with the 
Maſter of the Houſe in requeſting him to ſtay ; 
and at laſt the young Man giving way to our 
Inſtances, ſat down upon the Sofa, and 

after 
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after turning his Back to the Barber that he 
might not fee him, gave us the following 
Account. „ | 

My Father's Quality might have inticled 
him to the higheſt Poſts in the City of Bag- 
dad, but he always preferred a quier Life to 
all the Honours he might deſerve. I was 
his only Child; and when he died I was al- 
ready educated, and of Age to diſpoſe of the 
plentiful Fortune he had left me; which I did 
not ſquander away fooliſhly, but applied it to 
ſuch Uſes, that every body reſpected me for 


my Conduct. 


I had not been yet diſturbed with Paſſion : 
1 was ſo far from being ſenſible of Love, 
that I acknowledge, perhaps to my ſhame, 
that I cautiouſly avoided the Converſation of 
Women. 
a great Company of Ladies before me; and that 
I might not meet em, turned down a narrow 
Lane juſt by, and fat down upon a Bench by a 
Door. I fat over againſt a Window where there 
ſtood a Pot with pretty Flowers; and I had my 
Eyes fix'd upon this, when all on a ſudden the 
Window opened, and a young Lady appeared 
whoſe Beauty was dazzling. Immediately ſhe 
caſt her Eyes upon me; and in watering the 
Flower-Pot with a Hand whiter than Ala- 
baſter, looked upon me with a Smile, that in- 
ſpir d me with as much Love for her, as I had 
formerly an Averſion for all Women. After 


having watered all her Flowers, and darted upon 
me a Glance full of Charms that quite pierced my 
Heart, ſhe ſhut the Window again, and ſo 
left me in inconceivable Trouble and Diſor- 


der. 


1 


One day walking in the Streets, I ſa w 


CTT 
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I had dwelt upon theſe Thoughts long e- 
nough, it a Noiſe that aroſe in the Streets, had 
not brought me to my ſelf. Alarmed with the 


_ Noiſe, I turned my Head in a riſing Poſture, 


and ſaw it was the upper Cadis of the City, 


mounted on a Mule, and attended by five or {1x 


Servants ; he alighted at the Door of that Houſe, 
where the young Lady had open'd the Window, 
and went in there; from whence I concluded 
he was the young Lady's Father. 

T went home in a different ſort of Humour 
from what I brought with me; toſs'd with a 
Paſſion which was ſo much the more violent, 
that I had never felt its Aſſaults before: In fine, 
went to Bed with a violent Fever upon me, 
which all the Family was mightily concerned at. 
My Relations, who had a great Love for me, 
were ſo alarm'd with the ſudden Diſorder I was 
in, that they came about me, and importuned me 
to know the Cauſe; which I took care not to 


reveal to'em. My Silence created an Uneaſineſs 


that the Phyſicians could not diſpel, becauſe they 
knew nothing of my Diſtemper, and by the Me- 
dicines they exhibited, rather inflam'd than re- 
air'd it. | | 

l My Relations began to deſpair of my Life, 
when a certain old Lady of our Acquaintance, 
hearing I was ill, came to ſee me. She con- 
ſidered and examined every thing with great 
Attention, and dived, I do not know how. into 
the real Cauſe of my Illneſs. Then ſhe took 
my Relations aſide, and deſired they would all 
retire out of the Room bur her ſelf: 

When the Room was clear, ſhe ſat down on 
the {ide of my Bed. My Child, ſaid ſhe, 
Vol. IV. L you 
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you are very obitinate in conce-'...2 hitherto the 
Cauſe of your Illneſs; but you have no occation 
fo reveal it to me, I have Experience enough 
to penetrate into a Secret; you will not diſown 
it your ſelf, when I tell you tis Love that makes 
you ſick. I can find a way to cure you, if you'll 
but let me know who that happy Lady is, that 
could move a Heart ſo inſenſible as yours; for 
you have the Name of a Woman-Hater, and I 
was not the laſt hat perceived that ſuch was 
your Temper: but in ſhort, what J foreſaw, has 
juſt come to paſs, and I am now glad of the 
Opportunity to employ my Talent in bringing 
ou out of your Pain. | 
Sir, ſaid Scheherazade, I perceive *tis Day 

Schabriar roſe preſently, full of Impatience to 
know the Sequel of a Story, which he had heard 
begun. 


CLIX. NIGHT: 


0! R, faid Scheherazade, the lame young Man 

purſued his Story thus. The old Lady, faid 
he, having talked to me in this Faſhion ; pauſed, 
expecting my Anſwer: but tho' what the had 
ſaid had made a ſtrong Impreſſion upon me, I 


- durſt not lay open to her the Bottom of my 


Heart; I only turn'd to her, and fetch'd a deep 
Sigh, without ſaying any thing. Is it Baſhfulneſs, 
faid ſhe, chat keeps you from ſpeaking? Or is it 
want of Confidence in me? Do you doubt of the 


effect of my Promite ? I could mention to you 


an infinite Number of young Men of your Ac- 
quaintance, that have been in the ſame Condition 
with you, and have reccived Relief from 
me. 


In 
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In fine, the good Lady told me ſo many things 
more, that I broke ſilence, declared to her my 
Evil, pointed out to her the Place where I had 


{een the Object which cauſed it, and unraveld_ 


all the Circumſtances of my Adventure! If you 
ſucceed, ſaid I, and procure me the Felicity of 
ſeeing that charming Beauty, and revealing to her 
the Paſſion with which I burn for her, you may 
depend upon it III be grateful. My Son, ſaid 


the old Woman, I know the Lady you ſpeak 
of, the is, as you judg'd right, the Daughter of 


the firſt Cagis of the City: I think it no won- 
der that you are in love with her. She is the 
handiomeſt, comelieſt Lady in Bagdad; but what 
I moſt boggle at, is, that ſhe's very proud, and 
of difficult Acceſs. You ſee how {ſtrict our 
Judges are in injoining the punctual Obſervance 
of the ſevere Laws that mew up Women under 
iuch a burdenſome Conſtraint: And they are 
yet more ſtrict in the obſervation of em in their 
own Families; nay, which adds to all, the 
Cadis you ſaw is more rigid in that point than 
all the other Magiſtrates put together. They 
are always preaching to their Daughters 
what a heinous Crime it is to ſhew them- 
ſelves to Men; and by this means the Girls 
themſelves are {o pre-poſleſs'd with the No- 
tion, that they make no other uſe of their 
own Eyes, but to conduct them along the 
Streets, when Neceſſity obliges em to go 


abroad. I do not fay abſolutely, that the firſt 


Cadis's Daughter is of that Humour; but 


that does not hinder, but that I fear to meet 


with as great Obſtacles on her {ide as on 
ber Fathers. Would to God you had loy'd 
any other Lady, then | had not had fo 

„ many 
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many Difficulties to ſurmount. However, I ſhall 
employ all my Wits to compals the thing, only 
time is required. In the mean time, do you 
take heart, and truſt in me. 

The old Woman took leave of me; and as I 
weigh'd within my ſelf all the Obſtacles the 
had been talking of, the Fear of her not ſuc- 
ceeding in her Enterprize inflamed my Ulneſs. 
Next Day ſhe came again, and I read in her 
Countenance, that ſhe had no favourable News 
to impart. In effect, ſhe ſpoke thus: My 
Child, [ was not miſtaken in the matter, I have 
ſomewhat elſe to conquer beſides the Vigilance 
of a Father; you love an indifferent inſenſible 
Girl, that takes pleaſure in making every one 
burn with Love that ſuffer themſelves to be 
charmed by her ; when ſhe has once gained that 
Point, ſhe will not deign them the leaſt Com- 


fort: ſhe heard me with pleaſure, when I ſpoke 


of nothing but the Torment the made you under- 
go; but I no ſooner began to enter upon the 
influencing her to aliow you to ſee her, and 
converſe with her, but with a terrible Look, 
Tou're ver) bold, ſaid ſhe, to make ſuch a Propo- 


ſal to me; I diſcharge you ever to fee me again 
with ſuch diſcourſe in your mouth. 


Do not let this caſt you down, continued 
ſhe, I am not eally diſheartned; and if 
your Patience does but hold out, I am hope- 
ful I ſhall compaſs my End. To ſhorten 
my Story; ſaid the young Man, this good 
Procureſs made ſeveral fruitleſs Attempts on 
my behalf with the proud Enemy of my 
Reſt. The Fret I thereby underwent, in- 
flam'd my Diſtemper to that degree, that 

my 
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my Phyſicians gave me quite over. So I was 
looked upon as a dead Man, when the od Wo- 
man came to give me Life. 

That no body might hear what was ſaid, ſhe 
whiſpered in my Ear; z Remember NOW you OWE 
me a Preſent for the good News I bring you. 
Theſe Words produced a.m arvellors Effect; l 
raiſed my ſelf to fit up in the Bed, and with 
Tranſports made anſwer; You ſhall not be 
without a Preſent ; but what are the News you 
bring me? Dear Sir, ſaid ſhe; you ſhall not die 
this bour ; I ſhall Fpoeclly have the pleaſure to 
ſee you in perfect Health, and very well dee 
with me. Yeſterday being Monday, I went 
ſee the Lady you love, and 1 found her in a very 
good Humour. As ſoon as I came in, put 
on a ſad Countenance, and fetched many deep 
Sighs, and began to ſqueeze out ſome Tears: My 
good Mother, ſaid ſhe, what's the matter with 
you, why are you ſ% caſt down, Alas, my dear 
and honourable Lady, ſaid I, I have been ju! 
now with the young Gentleman I poke to you! 
of the other Day; his Buſineſs is done; he 15 
giving up his Life for the Love of you; dis a 
great Injury, I'll aſſure you, and there's a great 
deal of Cruelty on your ſide. I am at a los 
to know, replied ſhe, for what you mean me to 
be the Cauſe of his Death; how can I have con - 
tributed to it? How, replied I, did not you tell me 
rother day, that he fat before vour Window 
when you opened it to water your Flower-Pot ? 
He then ſaw that Prodigy of Beauty, thoſe Charms 
that your Looking-Glabs repreſents to you ever 
day: From that moment he languithes, and his 
Diſeaſe is riſen to that height, that in fine 
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he is reduced to that deplorable Condition] have 
mentioned to you. - ; 
At this Period, Scheherazade ſeeing Day, diſ- 
continued the Story till next Night; then ſhe re- 
ſu med it as follows. | 


CLX. NIGHT. 


8 IR, The old Lady continued her Account 
of the Interview ſhe had with the Cadis's 
Daughter. You remember well, added I, how 
rigorouſly you treated me the laſt time J was 
here; when I was offering to ſpeak to you of 
his Illneſs, and to propoſe a Means to reſcue him 
from the Danger he was in: when I took leave 
of you, I went ſtrait to his Honſe, and he knew 
no ſooner by my Countenance that I had brought 
no favourable Anſwer, than his Diſtemper in- 
creaſed. From that time, Madam, he's ready 
to die, and I do not know whether you can fave 
his Life now, tho' you ſhould take pity of him. 
This is juſt what I ſaid to her, continued the old 
Woman. The fear of your Death ſhak'd her, and 
I faw her Face change Colour. Is i? true what 
you ſay ? ſaid ſhe. Has he actually no other Diſeaſe 
but what is occaſioned by the Love of me? Ah! 
Madam, faid I, that's too true, would to God it 
were falſe ? Do you believe, ſaid ſhe, that the 
hopes of ſeeing me would contribute any thing to 
reſcue him from the Danger he's in. Perhaps it may, 
faid I, and if you'll give me Orders, [I'll try the 
Remedy. Well, ſaid ſhe ſighing, make him 
hope to ſee me: but he can pretend to no 
other Favours from me, unleſs he aſpires 


to marry me, and my Father gives his Con- 
ſent 
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fent to it. Madam, replied I, your Goodneſs 
overcomes me! Pl go and ſee for the young Gen- 
tleman, and tell him he 1s to have the Pleaſure 
of an Interview with you : The propereſt time 
I can think of, ſaid ſhe, for granting him that 
Favour, is next Friday at the Time of Noon- 
Prayers. Let him take care to obſer ve when my 
Father goes out, aud then to com? and plant him- 


ſelf over-againſt the Houſe, if ſo be his Health 


permits him 79 come abroad. Ihen he comes I 
ſball ſee him thro my Window, and ſoall come 
do un and open the Door to him. Ie ſhall then 
converſe together during Prayer-time ; and he muſt 
be gone before my Father returns. 

*Tis now Tueſday, continu'd the old Gentie- 
woman, you have from hence to Friday to re- 
cruit your ſtrength, and make the neceſſary Diſ- 
poſitions for the Intervieiy, While the good 
old Gentlewoman was telling her Story, I felt 
my lllneſs decreaſe, or rather by that time ſhe 
had done, I found my ſelf perfectly well. Here, 
take this, ſaid I, reaching out to her my Purſe 


which was full, 'tis to you alone that I owe wy 


Cure: I reckon this Money better employed than 
what I gave to the Phylicians, who have done 
nothing but tormented me during the Whole 
Courſe of my IIlneſs. 

When. the Lady was gone, I found I had 
Strength enough to get up: And my Relations 
finding me ſo well, compumented me upon it, 
and went home. 

Friday Morning the old Woman came, 
juſt when I was dreiling my ſelf, and lay- 
ing out the fineſt Clothes I had, I do not 
ask you, ſays ſhe, how you do: What you 

= 4 are 
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are about is Intimation enough of your Health ; 
but will not you vathe before you go to the firſt 
Cadiss Houſe? That would take up too much 
time, ſaid I; Ill content my ſelf with calling a 
Barber to get my Head and Beard ſhaved. Pre- 
ſently I ordered one of my Slaves io call a Barber 
that could ao his Buſineſs cleaverly and ex- 
peditiouſly. | 

The Slave brought me this Wretch you 
ſee here; who came in, and after faluting 
me, Sir, ſaid he, you look as if you were not 
well. I told him I was juſt recovered of a 
Fit of Sickneſs; I wiſh, ſaid he, God may de- 
liver you from all Miſchance; may his 
Grace always go along with you. I hope, 
iaid J, he will grant your Wiſh, for Which 
I am very much obliged to you. Since you 
are recovering of a Fit of Sickneſs, ſaid he, I 
pray God preſerve your Health; but now 
Pray let me know what Service J am to do; 
J have brought my Razors and my Lancets, 
do you deſire to be ſhaved or to be bled? 
I replied, I am juſt recovered of a Fit of 
Sickneſs I told you, and fo you may readily judge 
I only want to be ſhaved; come, make haſte, 
do not loſe time in prattling ; for I am in haſte, 
and preciſely at noon I am to be at a Place. 

Here the approach of Day interrupted Sche- 
berazade, but next Night ſhe purſued her 
Story thus. 


CLXL NIGHT. 


HE Barber, continued the young lame 
Man, ſpent all his Time in opening 

his Caſe, and preparing his Razors: In- 
ſtead of putting Water in the Baſon, he took a 
very 
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very handſome Aſtrolabe out of his Budget, and 
went very gravely out of my Room to the mid- 
dle of the Yard to take the height of the Sun: 
Then he returned with the ſame grave pace, 


es, 


and entring my Room, Sir, ſaid he, you'll be 
pleaſed to know this Day is Friday the 18th of 


* This. Lear 653 1s 
one of the Hegira, the 


Common Epocha of 


the Mahometans, ad 
anſwers to the Year 
1255 from the Nati- 
wvity of Chriſt; from 
euhence we may con- 
jecture that theſe Com- 
putations were made in 
Arabia about that time. 
x. Ar for the 932 

the Author is miſtaken 
in that Computation. 
The Year 653 of the 
Hegira, and the 1255 
of Chriſt, coincide only 
avith the 1557 of the 
Era or Epocha of the 


Heleucides, avhich is the 


Same awith that of Alex- 

ander He Great who ts 
here called Iskender 
ewith the tabo Horns, ac- 
cording. to the Expre/- 
in of the Arabians. 


8 


it; I ſhould be ſorry 


the Month Safar, in the 
Year 653 * from the Re- 
treat of our great Prophet 
from Mecca to Medina, and 
in the Year 7320 Þ of the 
Epocha of the great Ts- 


render with two Horns; 


and that the Conjunction 
of Mars and Mercury 
ſignifies you can't chuſe 
a better time than this 
very Day, and this very 
Hour, tor being ſhaved. 
But on the other hand, 


the ſame Conjunction is a 


bad Preſage to you. I 


learn from thence that 


this Day you run a great 
Riſque, not indeed of lo- 
ſing your Lite, but of an 
Inconvenience which will 
attend you, while you live. 
You are oblig d to me for 
the Advice I now give 
you to take care to avoid 
if it befel you. 


You may gueſs, Gentlemen, how vexed I 


was for having fallen into tne hands of ſuch 


a prattling impertinent Barber; what an un- 
* , — f 
ſeaſonable Adventure it was for a Lover pre- 
paring for an Interview, 1 was quite angry - 
| L 5 4 
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J do not trouble my head, ſaid I in anger, with 
your Advice and Predictions; I did not call 
_ you to conſult your Chronology ; you came hither 
to ſhave me, ſo pray ſhave me, or be gone, and 
Il call another Barber. Sir, ſaid he, with a 
Dulneſs that put me out of all patience, what 
Reaſon have you to be angry with me? You do 
not know that all Barbers are not like me; and 
that you'll ſcarce find ſuch another, if you made 
it your Buſineſs to ſearch. You only ſent for 
a Barber; but here in my Perſon you have the 
beſt Barber in Bagdad, an experienced Phy- 
fician, a very propound Chymiſt, an infallible 
Aſtrologue, a finiſhed Grammarian, a com- 
plete Orator, a ſubtile Logician, a Mathemati- 
cian perfectly well vers'd in Geometry, Arith- 
metick, Aſtronomy and all the Diviſions of Al- 
gebra; an Hiſtorian fully Maſter of the Hiſtories 
of all the Kingdoms of the Univerſe. Beſides, 
I know all Parts of Philoſophy. I have all the 
Traditions upon my Fingers ends. I'm Poet, 
I'm Architect; nay, what is it I am not? There's 
nothing in Nature hidden from me. Your de- 
ceaſed Father, to whoſe Memory I pay a Tri- 
bute of Tears every time I think of him, was fully 
convinced of my Merit; he was fond of me, and 
Tpoke of me in all Companies, as the preat- 
eſt Man in the World. Out of Gratitude and 
Friendſhip for him, I am willing to take up 
with you, to take you into my Protection, and 
guard you from all the Evils that your Stars may 
threaten. 
When heard all this Stuff, I could not forbear 
laughing, notwithſtanding my Anger. You im- 
pertinent Prattler, ſaid I, will you have done, and 
begin to fhave me? 5 
WY | Here 
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Here Scheherazade ſtopp'd, perceiving Day; 

but next Night purſued the Story of the lame 

young Man in the following manner. | 
CLXII. NIGHT. 

1 8 HE lame young Gentleman contin ing his 
| Story; Sir, replied the Barber to me, you 
affront me in calling me a Prattler; on the con- 
trary, all the World gives me the honourable 
Title of Silent. I had fix Brothers that you 
might juſtly have called Prattlers ; and that you 
may know them the better, the Name of the 


firſt was Bacbouc, of the ſecond Barbarah, of the 


third Bacbac, of the fourth Barbarak, of the fifth 
Alnaſchar, of the ſixth Schacalac. Theſe in- 
deed were impertinent noiſy Fellows: bur for me, 
who ama younger Brother, Iam grave and con- 
ciſe in my Diſcourſes. 


For God's ſake, Gentlemen, do but ſuppoſe 


you had been in my place. What could I ſay 
when I ſaw my ſelf ſo cruelly aſſaſſinated? Give 
him Three Pieces of Gold, ſaid I to the Slave 
that was my Houſe-keeper, and fend him away, 
that he may diſturb me no more. I will not be 
ſhaved this day. Sir, ſaid the Barber, what do 
you mean X that? I did not come to fee for you, 
it was you ſent for me; and ſince it is ſo, I ſwear 
by the Faith of a Muſſulmau, I will nor ſtir out 


of theſe doors till I have ſhaved you. If you do 


not know my Value, that is not my Fault. 
Your deceaſed Father did me more Juſtice. 
Every time he ſent for me to let him blond, 
he made me fit down by him, and then he 
Was charmed in hearing what fine things I 
talked on. I kept him in a continual ſtrain 
of Admiration; I raviſhed him; ana then 
when I had finithed my Diſcourſes ; My (308, 

cry< 
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cried he, you're an inexhauſtible Source of 
Sciences, no Man can reach the depth of your 
Knowledge. My dear Sir, ſaid I again, you 
do me more Honour than I deſerve. If I fay 
any thing that's fine, *tis owing to the fa- 
vourable Audience you vouchſate me; tis your 
Liberality that inſpires me with the ſublime 
Thoughts that I have the Happineſs to pleaſe 
you. One day, when he was charm'd with 
an admirable Diſcourſe I had made him, 
give him, ſays he, an Hundred Pieces of Gold, 
and inveſt him with one of my richeſt Robes. 
I received the preſent upon the Spot, and pre- 


ſently I drew his Horoſcope, and found it the 


happieſt in the World. Nay, I was grateful 
ſtill, T let him Blood with Cupping-Glaſſes. 
This was not all, he {pinned out, beſides, an- 
other Harangue chat was a large half hour long. 


Fatigued in hearing him, and fretted at the loſs 


of Time which was almoſt ſpent before I was 


half ready, I did not know what to ſay. No, 


faid I, it is not impoſſible there ſhould be an- 
other ſuch Man in the World, that takes plea- 
ſure as you do in making People mac. 

Day appearing. put Scheherazade to filence 
at this Period; but che next Night ſhe continu- 
ed after this manner. 


LI. NIGHT. 


1 Thought, ſaid the lame young Man of Bag- 
dad, that I ſhould ſucceed better if I dealt 
mildly with my Barber. In the Name of God, 
ſaid I, leave off all your fine Diſcourſes, and 
diſpatch me preſently; I am called to attend 
an Affair of the laſt Importance, as I've told 
you already, Then he fell a laughing: It 
would be a laudable thing, faid he, it our 

| Minds 
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Minds were always in the ſame Strain; if we 
were always wiſe and prudent; however, I am 
willing to believe that if you are angry with me, 
> 5 4 . 

tis your Diſtemper has cauſed that Change in 
your Humour; and for that Reaſon you ttand 


in need of ſome Inſtructions, and you can't do 


better, than to follow the Example of your Father 


and your Grand-Father. They came and con- 


ſulted me upon all Occaſions, and I can ſay with- 
out Vanity that they always extolbd my Counſel. 
Pray mind it, Sir, Men never ſucceed in their 
Enterprizes without having recourſe to the Ad- 


vice of quick-fighted Men. The Proverb tells 


you, a Man can't be a wiſe Man without re- 


ceiving Advice from the Wiſe. I am entirely 
at your ſervice, and you have nothing to do but 


to command me. | 155 
What! Can't I prevail with you then? ſaid J, 


interrupting him: Leave off theſe long Diſ- 


courſes, that tend to nothing but to ſplit my head 
to pieces, and to detain me from the Place where 
my Buſineſs lies. Shave me, I ſay, or be gone; 
with that I ſtarted up in a Huff, ſtamping my 
Foot againſt the Ground. 
When he ſaw I was angry in earneſt : Sir, ſaid 
he, do not be angry, we're a going to begin. 
Soon he waihed my Head, and fell a ſhaving me; 
but he had not given four Sweeps of his Razor, 
but he ſtopped, ſaying, Sir, you're haſty, you 


ſhould avoid theſe Tranſports that come onl 
from {the Devil. Beſides, my Merit ſpeaks, that 


you ought to have ſome more Conſideration for 
me, with reſpect to my Age, my Knowledge, and 
my ſhining Virtues. 

Go on and ſhave me, ſaid I, interrupting 
him again, and do not ſpeak. That is to ſay, 


replies he, you have ſome urgent Bnſineſs to 
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go about; I'llay you a Wager I gue( right. Why, 
I told you ſo theſe two Hours, faid I, you ought 
to have done before now. Moderate your 
Paſſion, replied he, perhaps you have not ma- 
turely weigh'd what you are going about ; when 
things are done precipitantly, they are generally 
repented of. I with you would tel] me what 
mighty Buſineſs this is you're ſo earneſt upon; 
I would tell you my Opinion of it: Beſides you 
have Time enough, ſince your Appointment is 
not till Noon, and it wants Three Hours of that 
yet. I do not mind that, ſaid 1; Perſons of 
Honour, and of their Word, are rather before 
their Time than after. But I forget that in 
amuſing my ſelf with Reaſoning with you, I give 
into the Faults of your prattling Barbers ; ha” 
done, ha' done, ſhave me. © © 
The more haſte I was in, the leſs haſte he made. 
Ne laid down his Razor, and took up his As- 
trolabe ; this done, he een laid down his Aſtro- 
labe, and took up his Razor again. . 
Here the Appearance of Day made Scheherazade 
filent; but next Night ſhe purſued the fame 
Thread thus. | 
___ CLXIV. NIGHT. 
TH E Barber, continued the lame young 
= Man, quitted his Razor again, and took 
up bis Aſtrolabe a ſecond time; and fo left 
me half ſhaved, to go and ſee preciſely what o 
clock it was. Back he came, and then, Sir, 
faid he, I knew I was not miſtaken, it wants 
Three Hours of Noon. T'm ſure of it, or 
elſe all the Rules of Aſtronomy are falſe. 
Juſt Heaven, cried I, my Patience 1s at an 
end, I can forbear no longer. You curſed 
Barber, you Barber of Miſchief, I 3 
W 
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know what holds me from falling upon you, 
and ſtrangling you. Softly, Sir, ſaid he very 


calmly, without being moved by my Paſſion ; 


ou are not afraid of a Relapſe; do not be in a 

aſſion, I am going to ſerve you this Minute. 
In ſpeaking theſe Words, he clapped his Aſtrolabe 
in his Caſe, and took up his Razor which he 
had fixed to his Belt, and fell a ſhaving again ; but 
all the while he ſhaved, the Dog could not for- 
bear prattling. If you pleaſe, Sir, ſaid he, to tel! 
me, what Buſineſs tis you're going about at Noon, 
I could give you ſome Advice that may be of 
uſe to you. To fatisfy the Fellow, I told him I 
was going to meet ſome Friends, who were to 
regale me at Noon, and make merry with me 
upon the Recovery of my Health. 4 

When the Barber heard me talk of regaling ; 
God bleſs you, this Day as well as all other Days, 
cried he; you put me in mind that Yeſterday 
J invited four or five Friends to come and eat 
with me as this Day; indeed I had forgot it, and 
I have as yet made no Preparation for them. 
Do not let that trouble you, ſaid I, though I dine 
abroad, my Houſe is always well provided. I 
make you a Preſent of what 1s in it; nay, beſides 
Fill order you as much Wine as you have Occaſion 
for; for | have excellent Wine in my Cellar. 
Only you muſt difpatch the ſhaving of me pre- 


fently; and pray co not mind it, whereas my Fa- 
ther made you Preſents to encourage you to- 


ſpeak, I give you mine to make you hold your 


peace. 


He was not fatisfied with the Promiſe I 
made him; God reward you, Sir, ſaid he, 
for your Kindneſs ; but pray ſhew me theſe 


be 
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be enough to entertain my Friends. I would 


have them ſatisfied with the good Fare I make 
them ; I have, ſaid I, a Lamb, ſix Capons, a 
Dozen of Pullets, and enough to make four Ser- 
vices of. I order'd a Slave to bring all before 
him, with four great Pitchers of Wine. Tis 
very well, ſaid the Barber, but we ſhall want 
Fruit, and Sauce for the Meat. That I order'd 
likewiſe; but then he gave over thaving, to look 
over every Thing, one after another; and this 
Survey laited almoſt half an Hour, I raged and 
ſtorm'd, and went mad; but it ſignified nothing, 
the Coxcomb never. troubled himſelf. How- 
ever, he took up the Razor again, and ſhaved 

ze for ſome Moments; then ſtopping all on a 


ſudden, I could not have believed, Sir, that you 
would have been {o liberal; I begin to perceive 


that your deceaſed Father lives again in you. 
Moſt certainly, I do not deſerve the Favours 
with which you have loaded me: and I aſſure 
you, I ſhall have 'em in perpetual Remem- 
brance; for, Sir, to let you know it, I have 
nothing but what comes from the Generolity 
of honeſt Gentlemen, ſuch as you: in which 
point I am like to Zantout that rubs the Peo- 
ple in bathing, to Sali that cries boifd Peas 
in the Streets, to Salout that ſells Beans, to 
Akerſcha that ſells Greens, to Aboumekarez 
that ſprinkles the Streets to lay the Dult, and 
to Cafſem the Califf's Life-guard-man. Of 
all theſe Perſons, not one is apt to be melan- 


choly; they are neither peeviſh nor quarrel- 


ſome, they re more contented with their Lot 
than the Calif! ii: the midſt of his whole Court; 
they are always gay, ready to dance and to 
{ing, aud have each of them their peculiar 
Song and Dance, with which they divert 3 
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City of Bagdad; but what I eſteem moſt in them 
is, that they are no great Talkers, no more than 
your Slave, that has now the Honour to ſpeak to 
you. Here, Sir, that's the Song and Dance of 
Zantout that rubs the People in Baths; mind me, 
pray, and ſee if I do not imitate it exactly. | 
Scheherazade went no farther this Night, be- 
cauſe ſhe perceived Day; nexr Morning ſhe 
continued her Story in the following Words. 


CLAY. NIGHT; 
8 & H E Barber ſung the Song, and danced the 


Dance of Zautout, continued the lame 
Youth; and let me ſay what I could to oblige him 
to make an end of his Buffoonries, he did not give 
over till he imitated in like manner the Songs and 
Dances of the other People he had named. After 
that, addreſſing bimſelf to me, I am a going, fays 
he, to invite all theſe honeſt Perſons to my Houſe ; 
if you'll rake thy Advice, you'll join in with us 


and baulk your Friends yonder, who perhaps are 


noiſy Prattlers, that will only teaze youto death with 


their nauſeous Diſcourſes, and make you fall into 


a Diſtemper worſe than that you're ſo lately re- 
cover'd of; whereas at my Houſe you {hall have 
nothing but Pleaſure. © 
Notwithſtanding my Anger, I could not for- 
bear laughing at the Fellow's Impertinence. 


I wiſh I had no Buſineſs upon my Hands, ſaid 


I; if I had not, I would accept of the Propoſal 
you make me; I'd go with all my heart to be 
merry with you; but I beg to be exculed, I am 


too much engaged this Day; another Day I 


ſhall be more at leiſure, and then we ſhall 
make up that Company. Come, ha' done 
Maving me, and make haſte to return home; 

per- 
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perhaps your Friends are already come to your 
Houſe. Sir, ſaid he, do not refuſe me the Fa- 


vour Lask of you; come and be merry with the 
good Company I am to have: If you were but 
once in our Company, you would be ſo well 


pleaſed with it, you would forſake your Friends 


to come to us: Let's talk no more of that, ſaid 
I; I can't be your Gueſt. 


I found Igained no ground upon him by mild 
Terms. Since you will not come to my Houſe, 


replied the Barber, then pray let me go along 
with you: I'll go and carry theſe Things to my 
Houſe, where my Friends may eat of 'em if they 
like 'em; and Tl return immediately; I would 
not be ſo uncivil as to leave you alone; you 
deſerve this Complaiſance at my hands. Hea- 
vens, cried I, then I ſhall not get clear of this 
troubleſome Man this day : In the Name of the 
living God, ſaid I, leave off your unſeaſonable 


Jargon; go to your Friends, drink, eat, and be 


merry with them, and leave me at my liberty to 
go to mine. I have a mind to go alone, I have 


no occaſion for Company: Beſides, I muſt needs 


tell you, the Place to which I go is not a Place 
where you can be received; no body mult come 
there but I. You jeſt, Sir, faid he, if your Friends 
have invited you to a Feaſt, why ſhould you hin- 
der me to accompany you? You'll pleaſe them, I 
am ſure, by carrying thither a Man that can ſpeak 
comically like me, and knows how to divert 
Company agreeably. But ſay what you will, the 


Thing is reſolved upon; I will go along with you 


in ſpite of your teeth. 
Theſe Words, Gentlemen, made me very 
uneaſy. How ſhall I ger rid of this curſed Bar- 
ber, thought I ro my ſelf? If I do not ſnub him 
roundly, we ſhall ne'er have INE OM 
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Beſides, I heard then the firſt Call to Noon 
Prayers; and it was time for me to go. In fine, 
I reſoived to ſay nothing at all, and to make as 
if I conſented to his Propoſal. By that time he 
had done ſhaving me; then I ſaid to him, take 
ſome of my Servants to carry theſe Proviſions 
along with you, and return hither ; I'll ſtay for 
you, and ſhall not go without you. 

At laſt he went, and I dreſs'd my ſelf nimbly. 
[ heard the laſt Call ro Prayers, and made haſte 
to ſet out; but the malicious Barber, jealous of 
my Intention, went with my Servants only within 
fight of the Houſe, and ſtood there till he ſaw 
'em enter his Houſe; having hid himſelf upon 
the turning of a Street, with intent to obſerve and 
follow me. In fine, when I arrived at the Cadis's 
Door, I looked back and ſaw him at the Head of, 
the Street, which fretted me to the laſt degree. 

The Cadis's Door was half open, and as I 
went in I aw an old Woman waiting for me, 

who after ſhe had ſhut the Door, conducted 
me to the Chamber of the young Lady I was 
in love with ; but we had ſcarce begun our 
Interview, when we heard a noiſe in the Streets. 
The young Lady put her Head to the Window, 
and ſaw thro” the Grate, that it was the Caais her 
Father returning already from Prayers. At the 
ſame time I looked thro' the Window, and faw 
the Barber fitting over-againſt the Houſe, in the 
ſame Place where [ had ſeen the young Lady 
before. | | 

J had then two things to fear, the Arrival 
of the Cadic, and the Preſence of the Barber. 
The young Lady mitigated my fear of the firſt, 
by aſſuring me, the Caais came but very ſeldom 
to her Chamber, and as ſhe had foreſeen that 
| | -.- £0 
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this Miſadventure might happen, ſhe had con- 
trived a Way to convey me out ſafe : But the 
Indiſcretion of the accurſed Barber made me 
very uneaſy; and you ſhall hear that this my 
Uneaſineſs was not without ground. 

As ſoon as the Cadis was come in, he caned 
one of his Slaves that deſerved it. The Slave 
made horrid Shouts which were heard in the 
Streets; the Barber thought it was | that cried 
Out, and that JI was mal-traited. Pre-poſleis'd 
With this Thought, he ſcreamed out molt fearfully, 

rent his Clothes, and threw Dult upon his Head, 
and called the Neighbourhood to his aſſiſtance. 
The Neighbourhood came, and ask'd what ail'd 
him, and what Relief he wanted that they could 
give? Alas, Cried he, they are aſſaſſinating my 
Maſter, my dear Patron; and without faying any 
other thing, he run all the way to my Houſe, with 
the very {ame Cry in his Mouth. From thence 
he returned, followed by all my Domeſticks armed 
with Battoons. They knock'd with unconceiv- 
able Fury at the Cadis's Door, and the Cadis {ent 
a Slave to ſee what the matter was; but the 
Slave being frighted, returned to his Maſter, 
crying, Sir, above ten Thouſand Men are going 
to break into your Houſe by force. 

Immediatley the Cadis run himſelf, opened 
the Door, and asked what they wanted. His 
Venerabie Preſence could not inſpire them 
with Reſpect. They infolently ſaid to him, 

You curſed Cadis, you Dog of a Cadis, what 
Reaſon have you to aſſaſſinate our Maſter? 
What has he done to you? Good People, re- 
plied the Cadis, for what ſhould I aſſaſſinate 
your Maſter whom I do not know, and who 
has done no Offence 2 my Houle is open to 
you, come {ce and ſearch. You N 

nim, 
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him, faid the Barber, I heard his Cries not above 


a Minute ago. But pray, replies the Caais, 
what Offence could your Maſter do to me, to 


_ oblige me to abuſe him after that rate? is he in 


my "Houſe? If he is, how came he in, or who 
could have introduced him? Ah! wretched Cadis, 
Cries the Barber, you and your long Beard ſhall 

never make me believe what you fay ; what I 
lay, I know to be true; your Daughter is in 
love with our Maſter, and gave him a meet- 
ing during the Time of Noon- Prayer; you 
without doubt have had notice of it, you re- 
turned home, and ſurprized him, and made your 
Slaves baſtinade him: but this your wicked 
Action ſhall not paſs with Impunity ; the Cali 

ſhall be acquainted with it, and he will give 
true and brief Juſtice. Let him come out, „de- 


liver him to us immediately; or if you do not, 


we'll go in and take him from you, to your thame. 
There's no occaſion for ſo many Words, replied 
the Cadis, nor to make ſo great a noiſe: If what 
you ſay is true, go in and find bim out, I give 
you free Liberty. Ibereupon the Barber and 


my Domeſticks ruſhed into the Houſe like 


Furies, and looked for me all abour. 
Scheherazade perceiving Day, ſtopped at 
this Period. Schahriar role, laughing at the in- 
diſcreet Zeal of the Barber, and curious to 
know what paſs'd in the Cadis's Houſe, and by 
er Accident the young Man became lame: 
Next Night the Sultaneſs ſatisfied his Curioßity, 
ind reſum d the Story in the following Words. 


The End of the Fourth Vo 
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